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WHY SECURITY NEEDS LIBERTY (Essay)
Abstract

A tentative noAegal essay on the broad reasons why the United States ought to give apparent
Aterroristso the same basic rights it extends

The fAihyperrealityo of what was until recently
be obvious, by now. For one thing, there is its qoastiaphysical dimension as a conflict that

could evade definite physical boundaries of both placktine (Wittes, 2008, p. 50; Yoo, 2003,

p.429pa notion from which the Obama administrat.
away. And, then, there is its exaggerated sim
new norms of brutality betve e n  fie n e my ¢ o nveraumaaon gratdrof Presidemtt h e r
Obamadés mere rhetoric) on one side making a s
side making a mystery of their own Aharsho te
statts of CIA operatives under the international laws of war in particular, see, e.g., Burt &

Wagner, 2012.)

But some Aphilosophical 6 i mplications of thes
example, while it may be inherently more difficult to distinglise t ween fienemy c¢omb
and civilians (and thus e adbydesigmtatmndibtynvent 0 ne

inspiration), what should we make of the fact that the disappearance of traditional conflict
boundaries may also have entailed the blurringl@iftities between the conflicting parties?
After all, homegrown jihadist however rar@ have been a source of some concern in the
United States, Great Britain and other Western nations.
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Identifying in any way with a declared enemy is bound to make pégllencomfortable, to

say the | east. And, beyond that, some might a
might describe it) would be dangerous and fundamentally immoral. On the one hand, it might
seem too short a sstownmseHinterestienigatdpe sedan asiaprojectona n e 0
weakness and experienced as an abdication efesgiect (see Gelven, 1994, pp. 11238). (And
perhaps for a subset of people the same shoul
supporte s. ) On the other hand, for all the U.S. f
arguably, the fact that organizations such as Al Qaeda acknowledge thspekiicallyand

systematically intend to target civilians is sufficient to dissolvenallal equivalence between

the parties. U.S. drone attacks, for instance, may well kill civilians; however, that is not what the
United States acknowledges to be its specific intent in carrying them out. (For another example:
specific intent seems essentalthe difference between a suicide attack and a suicide mission.)

And then perhaps some could argue even furthe
somehow inherently | ess immoral (or at | east

That said, arguably also, the methods of Al Q
necessarily provide an acceptable (retaliator
drone attacks or ot her Mfthat givwemtbeir methads,ttheces. Som
organi zationsd members and sagenpndesinihamosts deser
radi cal or primitive sense; enemies in a war
acknowledgement of not living in a shared communitand having shared valu
p. 225). In other words, some might be morally tempted to treat the members and sympathizers

of Al Qaeda and similar organizations as the
could plan and celebratkd horrors of 9/11. However, in response, it might be appropriate to
recall for a moment Fr i edriiwhho eNieet zfsi cghhet 6ss n{olnS
see to it that in the process he doesthsot bec
warning would not merely be to question the moral justificatiometaliating against brutality

with brutality, or to compare the terrorists?o
brutality; rather, a more fundamental question wouldird&pendently whether U.S.

counterterroris@i . e. , goi ng t o t he-PrasiientGhensyifatheuslyputas f or
it, or letting the fAgloves come of ffambuslgs one

put it (National Commission on TerretiAttacks upon the U.S., 20@has put the American
identity at risk.

The American identity is at risk, as suggested earlier, first and foremost because of the

dimensions of the War on Terror as a conflict without definite boundaries obpleltieh may

confront the United States with a dilemma: either to risk importing some of the alienating

practices of its foreign wars into its domestic policy (i.e., into its relationship with U.S. persons),

or, instead, to risk exporting some of the enfranchising cterrstics of its domestic policy into

its foreign wars. Advocates of the former option may seem to include at least to some extent
President Obama, who, in recently justifying the extrajudicial targeted killing of U.S. citizens

such as Anwar Al Awlaqgi (Dgartment of Justice, n.d.), seems to have reaffirmed the strongest
interpretation of former Bush administration
may reduce the individual |l iberties o even c
because it should place Athe i nterest in effec
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Perhaps some might see this last argument for the primacy of military effectiveness (or of

Anati onal securityo, mor e (g e makyifté doncgptohs s i mp |
Al i bertiesd evokes in their minds some gener a
from imprisonment (forgetting that when it comes to targeted killings at least, what is at stake is

also the security of the few). flly, most people naturally consider death worse than

i mprisonment. This Acommon senseo is reflecte
sentences of life imprisonment are ordinarily considered less severe than the death penalty, as in

internatonh humani tarian | aw, which fAallows intent.i
protect against a threat to | ife, andehalher e t

incapacitation, of preventi ngrgt2013 p.131nTheat t o
basis for this can be seen simply as a brute fact of ordinary subjective preferences, or more
Aobjectivelyo (and more interestingly for our
t hat Awithout phyeliy atlo skeec uwerty Itihtetrleedlsi B e rkt )
or, alternatively, that, whereas the taking of a life by mistake must always cause totally
irreparable harm to its victim, taking oneds
latter cag, some relief, however limited, remains possible, in principle). (But compare Redish &
McNamara, 2010, p. 1401; Cole, 2004, pp. 119%2.)

Even so, the degree to which such Aobjectivebo
second, amorrdei meerxtor way in which the American i
(or in any war, for that matter). For one thing, regardless of time or place, concerns with security
must always be constrained by concerns with the risk of paranoia or tloé pasi® that is,

with the possibility that oneds focus on secu
otherwise inherently counterproductive. But other similar risks are especially pertinent to the

spatial and tempor al wrhiatryacc tiesrsi e s .c sl mo fp airntaitad L
ri sk associated with Benjamin Franklinds (181

give up essential liberty to purchase a litdmporarys af ety deserve neither |
(p. 142). h other words, on one level of interpretation, there is the possibility that importing the
alienating trits of war into domestic policgven on the basis of an emergency (thereby

violating the liberty of U.S. persons supposedly for a limited time inraodeave that very same

libertyd also for a limited time)might be counterproductive for both safety and liberty in the

long run. And, then, on a stronger interpretation, even if gbort security measures could
somehow be @j ust inferlastihg (orfevepernahestsesuaty, i coddstilll o

remain that indefinite or permanent s@spensio
perhaps as too alien or even debasing. This would be the second way in which the American
identity mighto e at ri sk in narrowly prioritizing fAna

Under this view, we shoul d mtrleadndittlelbiymorethaner pr et
a casual interest in physical liberty from imprisonment. For example, we could say that
fesslentliiaberty refers (at | east in part) to tF
choicé so that we could logically maintain that even when imposing death on a person (by

removing all future opportunity for choice) is worse treatment than imprisoninghecould

still perhaps rationally prefer choosing death (by creating a special opportunity for choice) to

being imprisoned under some circumstances.
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At this point, one question could be whether this means that any significant number of
Americansrealls houl d see meeting the standard of HfAes
their identity that they would find it worth dying for under relevant circumst@npeshaps,

indeed, as a matter of seffispect (compare Gelven, 1994, p. 267). If so, thermdtber or

worse, recognizing this should make it a little bit trickier for theatdris paribugnot to

identify at | east a tiny bit more with their
to raising any question about moral equivalence).

We might find such persons, for example (though perhaps paradoxically), in the U.S. énilitary
which, in order to justify its recruitsd serv
institution, conti nual | yealsoftbértydefinred bylbothe s d t hem
democracy and seffacrifice (see, e.g., Hartle, 2004, p. 77). This should further suggest that

Afessenti al |l i bertyd does not refer to a fAself
especially) pleases but ratherthe independence or autonomy aifleasj fellow citizen® the
kind of presumptive respect for the Aequality

Ademocr-atti edsehfthe United States (see Cole &
17351737, 17451747, 1751; Cole, 2003, p. 2567; Holmes, 1996, pp. 196, 264).

There is a degree to which we should reasonably expect this kind of doctrinal or ideological
reinforcement to create sincere behavioral commitments (see Jost et al., 2009, p. 86@)lyesp

since its narrative is aimed primarily at U.S. perdomembers of the military, potential recruits

and their communities (as opposed to being a
then, just as former VieBresident Cheney insisted {lwsome backing in public opinion) that

i nternal criticisms of his administrationds w
Slevin, 2005), even hawks should also recognize that troop morale could be hurt if the U.S.
government became increasingll[d ent i fi ed with arbitrary force

Moreover, this ideological concern should have been especially relevant in the War o@ Terror

given not just its spatial dimension but also its temporal dimension (notwithstanding recent calls
forwindng down the Awaro effort against Al Qaeda
attack is not a sheterm phenomenon requiring temporary sacrifices, with the promise of an

eventual return to normalcy, butalehge r m condi ti obpocomeaniiagl thate
i mportant that [the U.S.] adopt means for add
deepest principleso (Col e, 2006 ; Col e, 2004,

It turns out, more generally, that taking the potential influence of ideolsgresusly can be

especially helpful in making sense of a number of otherpiszling facts about this new
Acondition. o6 For exampl e, consider, on the on
the potential political conditions or causesthatyn t ri gger the ji hadistso
instead of hastily dismissing such practicagmiori irrational (which could be strategically

misleading). And, perhaps more importantly, on the other hand, it can help make sense of the
United Steamiers@®l y wmi rsreati onal 6 (or disproportic
Specifically, consider the fact that, though
sense, or might put U.S. identity at risk in another, still it iseally an existatial wa®

because of the relative infrequency and relatialy historical death tolls of terrorist attacks,

plus the truly insignificant chance of terrorists ever acquigimd) successfully usimmpwerful

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page6



ISSN: 21510806

nuclear weapons (see Jackson, 2005, pf23®2Muler, 2008, pp. 324). Given this fact, we

might logically expect the U.S. government to be more concerned with, say, highwa§ safety

which claims over 30,000 domestic lives every year, compared with less than 3,500 domestic

deaths in terrorist attacks sa9/11, yet receives a budget of less than $1 billion, compared with,
say, the Department of Homel and Securityds co
Highway Traffic Safety Administration; Kramer & Hellman, 2013). Or consider the coirtrast

media coverage between the recent Boston marathon bombing (three deaths and 144 injuries)

and the West Fertilizer Co plant explosion (fourteen deaths and 200 injuries) (Levs & Plott,

2013; Holland, 2013). Do these discrepancies suggest that U.Stimssitceact irrationally (i.e.,

perhaps as a result of panic or paranoia), or, in the alternative, that their preferences are not
accurately described by Autilitarian bioethic
to maintainaverybasftr at i onal i st o explanation for the hi
counterterrorism, we might have to interpret that response not so much as a physical security

issue, but more as an ideological security issue. In other words, we might havarie test

terrorist attacks matter more than highway or industrial safety because terrorists issue an

ideological challeng® they threaten a way of life, a set of symbols, or a public order that is
fundamental to the political identity that Americans shaee Waldron, 2006, pp. 454, 463, 497,

501).

This is perhaps the sense in which we might a
concept of ef& wltitd tv ef ismdrerieti gnecymwcern i n the
basmhomelandsecunty(p ) or, as others might put it,
organi zed ut horityo of the state (Wedgwood,

of Aneffective sovereigntyo would be nenttoncern
principles (principles such as essential liberty) might equally undermine the confidence placed in
it.

What is more, many theorists insist that the fundamental principle of presumptive respect for

essential liberty regards not only the independen@aitonomy of other Americans but also that

of fellow human beings in foreigncountrées . e. , it refers to Aunivers
Holmes, 1996, p. 264). After all, as Alexis de Tocqueville (2000) noted two centuries ago, the

Uni t ed St aprieceplé of minodty rahhtsy fgr example (however inconsistently
applied), derives its authority, not from the
strategic recognition of the impermanence of majorities within the American democratic system)

but rather from the fsover ei gn t-348ohencd, when h u man
he alludes to the risk that a great people could debase its character through majority tyranny, he

must be speaking not just of internal minorities but of usaletights.

Some might insist on |Iimiting the concept of
with fistrong U. S. connections, 0 on the assump
abuse for fApartisan pur p004s e 58h Hoveverghisldssympiteom n &
is very weak, considering how easily we can imagine an American president attacking a weak
foreign country recklessly (or based on shoddy intelligence) as a way of scorintgstmort

Aparti sano p oneilrsuch adasepwouldnwe sot appropriately refer to the

population of that country as a distant political min@ityeaning, as a set of persons with little

or no voice in the American political process in spite of their special vulnerability to iaklguit

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page7
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treatment (based on the fact that attacking them might seem to increase American security
without putting American liberty at risk)? (Compare Holmes, 2009, pp. 316, 343; Cole & Lobel,
2007, pp. 27, 37; Cole, 2007, pp. 1745n, 1749; Cole, 2002, pp985)/,

Of course, there is a degree to which any government must by definition make its citizens a

priorityd if not by virtue of the practical implications of statehood, then at least by virtue of the
ideological implications of nationhood. However, thastfneeds not carry the implications that

some might think. For example, one could argu
danger to the United States than a citizen wh
liberty nor the securitydie of t he equation varies with the
(Cole, 2007, pp. 1745n). Some might imagine that foreign suspects always pose a greater

potential danger to the United States than U.S. nationals simply by virtue of, say, presumably

having a greater ability to hide (and to be protected) in foreign jurisdictions. However, clearly

citizen enemies are sometimes given shelter by their foreign allies as well, and, under those
circumstances, they arguably pose an even greater threat thigm foationals (say, because of

their familiarity with the country, or their ability to infiltrate it). This was the case with Anwar Al

Awlaki, some counterterrorism experts argue. Accused of plotting attacks against the United

States from Yemeh where he was killed by a CIA drone in 2081AI Awlaki was probably a

high-value target noteallybecause he was any kind of fAsenior
Arabian Peninsula (which arguably he was not)
tothreatente Un i t e dpecBitaklylty @idue af being a U.S. citizen (see Fishman &

Mudd, 2012).

On the other hand, it remains true that foreign citizens abroad stand, by definition, outside the
AAmeri can social compldy.fTReydedVi y tfeai, | 2t00® 8fi e pmpn O
protections in any way, since they are not required to observe the duties of American residence

or citizenship (although one should point out
those protections automatically frahre accident of birth). Moreover, foreign citizens abroad are
subject to the duties of other citizenships and the jurisdiction of other sovereigns, such that any
claim by the United States to unilaterarlly @
meaningl ess. Therefore, we might conclude, w
unconditionallyover t he Asovereignty of the human r ace
perspective, it musiltimatelyrule.

g
h

Nevertheless, the relevant idegical distinction between nationality and alienage, in general, is
arguably not so much a matter of basic rights (besides voting, for instance) as it is a matter of
exclusive guarantees and privileges. Thus, for example, while it might be imprudent or

meamn ngl ess for the United States to unilateral
the safety and liberty of foreign citizens abroad, still it might be essential that the United States at
least not deny the safety and liberty of those people.

In sum, we can conclude that even the foreign conduct of the War on Terror should be expected

to put at stake, in the long run, the moral legitimacy of the United States not just in the eyes of
those Aotherso whose f el |l owexktrgjudimiallptargeted ane mber s
terrorists but also in the eyes of Americans themselves (and American soldiers in particular). In

this sense, presumptive respect for the essential liberty of others abroad should be understood as

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page8
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a fairly direct yet perhagsadly underestimated factor of national morale overdirard thus as

an indirect factor of national insecurity, beyond provoked and unprovoked external threats
(compare Holmes, 2009, pp. 313, 332). And, perhaps in some cases, the failure to recognize the
importance of this factor is likely to result, for better or worse, in the actions of individuals such
as Daniel Ellsberg and Bradley Manning.

Given the rarity of such actions, some might still doubt the ambition of the kind of analysis (of
identity into ®curity) provided in this essay. However, this would miss the point. The real test of
the approach provided here would not really be the extent to which more information is leaked or
reported about the United St atstammldds.finaddctlsuches t o
failures often become public knowledge. The problem is often rather that they are not publicly
recognized as such, often because they are improperly framed through both implicit and explicit,
general and specific salfiefense ratinalization® which, as Mark Brandon (2005) has noted,

can in fact render claims of living up to the American ideatfadsifiable. In fact, the fickle

underlying nature of rationalizations might help explain the inconsistency of current American
public atitudes toward indefinite detentions, on the one hand, and targeted killings, on the other
(see Cohen, 2012). Instead, the test of the approach provided in this essay should be the extent to
which the demands of the American ideal cad be hinted earli€r invoked (and faced)

independently of the kind of questions of retaliation and comparison that enable quasi

ideological seHdefense rationalizations.

In any case, the point of this analysis is certainly not to suggest that the United States needs
awayser on the side of protecting just anyoneods
protects the physical integrity of the majority of its population. Rather, at the very least, the point

i's simply to suggest that atnagtdoesmotals stavato Amer i ¢
mai ntain Americab6s mor al integrity (in the fo
liberty) might be inherently counterproductive to a degree that remains troublingly undefined.

There are, nonetheless, concreteitasbnal measures that the United States can take in its

conflict with organizations like Al Qaeda to insure as much as reasonably possible against this
perhapsdeceptively remote danger. Some of these measures are basically provided by the core
requiremats of due processjudicial by rule (for individualized checks and balances) and

executive by exception, before or after the deprivation of any basic right, depending neither on

the degree of prosecutorial certainty or the publicity given to any apparertdt but simply on

the practical feasibility of judicial process. (Thus, for example, it might admittedly be difficult to
providepre-deprivation judicial due process in the heat of battle, or to an appaaetitlg

terrorist hiding abroad andwithiion ext fri endo i n the United St a

Granting all terrorist suspects their day in court as a rule would be no guarantee of treating them
with mor al integrity; however, it might be on
commitments to tht end.

Finally, while there are even more basikategicor pragmatic reasons why the liberty of even
confirmed enemies or their supporters might sometimes be de8iralastance, as both a
means and an incentive to obtaining their cooperation adgh&is more dangerous peérthese
are not the focus of this essay.
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DRONE WARFARE: A WORLDWIDE TERRORIST THREAT (Essay)
Abstract

Drone warfare epitomizes U.S. war mongering around the world: We can kill anyone anywhere;
itdéds right and just because we did it, and th
uncovers hypocrisy, immorality, illegality, and a dangerous trajectagcbhologically

advanced weaponry inherent in the U.S. drone policy.

Hypocrisy

One of the most important moments in US diplomatic history regarding the use of force occurred

in 1837 with followup proclamations continuing through the following decaélethis time, the

United States was denouncing Great Britain for its cross border attack on the Caroline, a

steamboat near Niagara Falls that was helping supply arms, ammunition, and volunteers to rebels
leading an insurrection against the British in GenaThe rebels had garnered much support and
sympathy from Americans, especially those along the border. The British, however, were aware

of such support, and in December 1837 decided to attack the Caroline in U.S. territory. The

attack resulted in theestruction of property and the assassination of American citizens on U.S.

soil. United States Secretary of State, Jrsyth r eact ed wi t h &6t he most
surprise and regret, 6 and regar dedrtehses .a0ct Tahse
British minister H.S. Fox replied to the inci
act of selfd e f eima<laird the U.S. today is always quick to mimic. The U.S. minister in
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London, Andrew Stevenson, demanded reparatwhge Dan Webster of the State Department
gave a thorough condemnation.

The act is of itself a wrong, and an offense to the sovereignty and the dignity of the

United States, being a violation of their soil and territoaywrong for which, to this day,

no atonement, or even apology, h@EdelLdrveen ma
School, 2008)

Webster followed up these remarks with support of the President of the United States.

[The Government of the United States] slo®t think that that transaction can be

justified by any reasonable application of construction of the right etisédince under

the | aws of nati ons ¢é -déefdnee]issaxquestiontto be jidgadh i s r
by each particular case; and whits alleged exercise has led to the commission of

hostile acts, within the territory of a power at peace, nothing less than a clear and absolute
necessity can afford ground of justificatigiale Law School, 2008)

Webster lhen proclaims the paramount phrase regarding the use of force later to be the basis of
international |l aw and the UN Charter. 0l t wi
necessity of selflefencejnstant, overwhelming, leaving no choice of meangnd no moment

of deliberation6 ( my e (YpléLaw Sclsodl,.2008)

While a noble principle, the United States would radically violate it by invading and annexing
half of Mexico the following decade. Nevertheless, the th&le a credible and morally
persuasive argument against the British attack.

Fast forward to today. Putting aside the much larger infringements of this principle, namely the
aggression against Afghanistan and Iraq, lets draw our attention to thegmgeinational
drone assassination program.

As if taking words straight from O6Her Majesty
|l egal advisor, Harol d Koh, retorts Othe Unite
and theresponsibiliy t o its citizens, to Twatdorifiodeé enidnc]
itsel f, including by target (Hodge, 2080 sons ¢é who
Using this logic, the British were right in attacking UcBizens. Or, to relate to current
international affairs, |l ran could attack | sr a
assassinating IlIsrael:| and American officials
secret. Maybe Harold Kohwoulddr gue f or Paki stan or Afghani st .
|l ethal forced against the U.S. since they car

country. Of course this is unthinkable. Refusing to be held to the same standards as others,
especially one enunciated by the United States in the past is the definition of hypocrisy.

Immorality

Drone strikes, which have drastically escalated under President Obama, have killed somewhere
between 3,000 and 4,700 people according to The Bureauesitigative Journalism (TBIJ).
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(The Bureau of Investigative Journalism, 2018)February 2013, Senator Lindsey Graham, a
supporter of the use of dronesknowledge&d ppr ovi ngly that o6webdve kil
many cemtnopeopl e, and | (Neuman 2018)Aut of thibnumhberwe 6 r e &
only two percent arkigh-level militants. The Center for a New American Security (CNAS), a
conservative think tank, citing Pakistani soufcesr e por t s drone attacks in
2006 have killed around 14 militant leaders and more than 700 Pakistani civilians, or just over 50
civilians for §&ick 20§9)Ifrthie fatiots@xirapoldtbiadrossealtlareas

affected by drones, over 4,000 civilians may have been killed. That is more than the number of
deaths on September 11, 2001. This is what O
calls dexceptional prtohf incoite nbcay s[i anfigelléy, 20d1R)e cl iastieor
The most conservative estimates from substantially unreliable sources like the Long War Journal

and New America Foundation report ten percent and tforty percent, respeetly, of those

killed by drones in Pakistan (the most researched area impacted) were ci{fleagen &

Tiedemann, 2009Roggio & Mayer, 2009)Doing the math and extrapolating the ten percent

edimate with the TBIJ casualty report, around 470 civilians were killed by drones. That would

be about 27 Sandy Hooks, 39 Aurora, Colorado shootings, or 31 Columbine shootings. Using

the thirty-four percent estimate the numbers increase: around 1,588ncdeaths, or about 532

Boston Marathon bombings. Not bad, they argue.

The unreliability of these conservative estimates stems from their acceptance of the U.S.
government 6s definition of mil i (Becket&Shangny mi |
2012) Much of the American press uses the same definition (George Orwell would be

impressed). Even using these conservative estimates, the utter disregard for the substantial loss

of civilian life tellsusalotabot ur nati onds mor al s.

According to U.S. officials, the justification for the drone policy is to kiQaleda militants,
although we should -hevekxglydé @wbommapwgotdewer
up their ass®6 as rity@ancifofficiamBager Grassey, smeboduentye ¢ u

phrased it(Mayer, 2009)

Osama Bin Laden, the highest@a eda mi |l i tant, along with his f
get a Hellfire missile, but, instead received aenwaditional assassination squad made up of

Navy Seals who put bullets up their ass. Even though Bin Laden was unarmed and could easily
have been captured to stand trial, the concept that the U.S. can assassinate at will anywhere in the
world was too sbng as Obama and his cabinet chose what we typically think of as a terrorist

tactici murderi rather than the rule of law. Reports and images of Americans celebrating in

New York City circulated across the world. After all, it only took two invasiokaadeath toll

of around a million people to finally kill the man thought to be responsible for the September 11
attack. Following the death of Bin Laden, investigative journalist Allan Nairn commented on the
immorality of the assassination program.

BnLaden i s dead, but the world is stildl rur
United States Government, killing another,
Laden. And the bin Laden doctrine that, to take out the CIA office that was\&fotie

Trade Center, i1tdés OK to blow up the whol e
|l esson, itdés OK t o sl &thadottrne lives bnontheands of
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American White House, in the Ameri can Pent
the world.(Nairn, 2011)

lllegality

Dating back to the early thirteenth century, the Magna Carta has established fundamental rights
that are at the core of modern western civilization. It was written in protest to Kingpfloh
Englanddéds authority, particularly over <civil
concept of Habeas Corpughe legal writ that requires a person under arrest to be brought

beforea judge or court among other political and civil igs, stem from the ideas articulated in

the Magna Carta.

Much of the Magna Carta has been forgoitgnu s hed of f i nto Orwel |l 6s m
i nconvenience. Half of the document dealt wi
by all. Any mention of the commons todayvhich will need to be seriously considered to stave

off environmental disastéris quickly disregarded as sociald#magogyand, likewise, not

worth mentioning. Other parts of the Magna Carta, such as the conceptmbdess, still lives

on albeit selectively. With the increase in the use of drones for assassination and use of

indefinite detention by the most politically influential state in the world, the United States, we

already see the most important amendmientise Bill of Rights, along with civil liberties

articulated in the thirteenth century, going closer to the flames of our memory hole.

Almost every Tuesday, President Obama and a select panel of advisors such as political strategist
David Axelrod and cunterterrorism official John Brennan meet to decide who will die by a

drone strike during the weeVhitehead, 2012)Sarah Palin may not have been too off base

with the concept of deathepdagl| 6 @bama aht) hi
have the authority t o TJcekcluding @vilians that willrmgvitablylde of a
hit i without judicial oversight or due process. No evidence is needed to show how suspected

militants are a threatthats 6i nst ant, overwhel ming, |l eaving
of deli berationé against the United St-ates.

l evel militants as evidence suggesitsbBorriicsuch an
consequences.

Shockingly, the only legal justification is a memo and verbal statements from U.S. officials

saying it is legal. The logic works like this: Given that we did it, it follows that it is legal and
legitimate. For example,a®l s pokesman told the New Yorker t
highly accurate, and effective tools and tactics to take the fight to Al Qaeda and its violent allies.

That careful, precise approach has brought major success against a very dangerousyand dead

e n e nfjMayey, 2009)Par aphrased, they are saying Owe tol
what more evidence do you need?5d

Rather puzzling is to hear denunciations of torture and indefinite detention while droee strik

are killing more than double the total number of prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay during both
the Bush and Obama administrations combined. The argument seems to be torture and indefinite
detention is objectionable and illegal, but killing, on the okizerd, is laudable and legal. John

Yoo, theattorneyinfamously known to justify torture during the Bush Administration, should be
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kicking himself for not thinking of killing all the prisoners instead of merely justifying torture.
Obama, a lawyer himseliearned the lesson: Just kill them and get it over with.

Prior to the 19906s numerous presidents had s
domestic assassination including Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, and Ronald Reagan. For example,
Execut ve Order 12333 under President Reagan st at
behalf of the United States Government shall
(National Archives, 1981 PDuring the Clinton Alministration, theeuphemisndt ar get ed ki | |
gained momentum among political and military leaders, especially those aligned with Israel, and
arguments for its use against anyone the gove
headway. (Formerrpsident of South Africa, Nelson Mandela, was only taken off of the
0terrori sil cdksitléy ,i nhe2 0WwWaOs ndt bombed) . Yet, rt
of ficials to oO6targeted killings, & parcan cul ar |
Ambassador to | srael, Martin Indyk, <c¢claimed 6
record as against targeted assassinations é T
t h g@'Colnell, 2012)In specific reference to drones, then CIA Director George Tenet is

guoted as saying it would be 6éa terrible mist
weapon | ike this. o So much for all of that.

International human rights law is fairlygX i ci t i n regard to assassi n;
executions. 0 The Universal Decl aration of Hu

Civil and Political Rights explicitly protect the right to life, due process, and the rule of law. The
U.N. spea@l rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Philip Alston, was
simply ignored by U.S. officials when he asked for a legal justification on the use of drones for
assassination. The recently leaked memo to the National Broadcastipg@ofiNBC)

attempts to justify how the authority of U.S. officials alone can be judge, jury, and executioner

for citizens and nowitizens.(McClam, 2013)J ust hour s after President
the UnionAddress a done strike was ordered in Kunar Province, Pakistan, killing four women,
five children, and one man. The one man was reported to be the chief of staff to the governor in
Kunar Province(Queally, 2013)The United States issd guilty of bombing rescue workers

and funeral mourners. Were 50 civilians who rushed to help those hit by a Hellfire missile an
imminent threat to the United States? Was there no other option than to kill 20 civilians at a
funeral?(Woods & Lamb, 2012)Numerous cases like these along with psychological trauma

and terror in communities impacted begs the question: Is Obama and his administration going to
be held legally responsible? This is a rhetorical question.

One moreguestion to ponder regarding the legality of drones is much more revealing. If China

was carrying out a drone assassination program against the United States, would all the current
U.S. commentators, political and military strategists, and governmecittgfcome rallying to

the legal defense of China? | think any honest individual can find a quick answer to that

guestion: No. Such urgency to end Chinese drone strikes would cause the most extreme outrage
and probably lead to large scale war. | amimglto bet Chinese officials, like the British and
Americans before dredmnswodulacidaradgle stgselkfes bei
would release a memo O6provingd its legality.

Future Trajectory of Drone Warfare
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Such a hypothetical scerno is unthinkable in the immediate future, but it is not so certain for the
near future. Some military analysts think it
States will happen given U.S. precedent on the use of drones today. Writiegdirmed

Forces Journal, Major Charles Kels, who is alsatéorneyfor the Department of Homeland
Security, warns that oO6the U.S. has a speci al
prosecutiondé of the dr odhiegclpselp gnd averytiing weadaaneé o6 Ch
say will most certainly be used against us when the Chinese inevitably launchaakeltrone

stri ke program of their(Keswdl2)and we contest it

Before U.S. citizas acquiesce to the use of drones for government sanctioned killing at the

whim of a few political officials, we should contemplate the impact of these same weapons used
against us. Already, four U.S. citizens have been killed by drone strikes incluglikigen year

old in a decision des c rHBedker & Share, 201aNcordirgsoy o n e 6
information released by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) through a Freedom of
Information Act lawsuit, the U.Qjovernment and local police are already flying drones in U.S.
airspace in about 90 areas across the United States. The exterdah#sticdrone program is

still largely unknown(Kopstein, 2012)

The expansion of drone ware is part of a general policy to increase the technological capacity

of the armed forces. Al t hough it should not
in declined as worl dwide economic awd politic
declined since the end of World War Il. One of the strategic advantages the U.S. hopes to carry
with it in the future is an unparalleled military of which technological innovation will be central.
Military intervention the eldisb ddenaohleingo alaeatci a@ri dvi endg
to hawks. Leading statesman Zbigniew Brzezinski, former National Security Advisor to Jimmy
Carter, describes how the U.S. military will fit into the role of global hegemon in the future.

The essential formula fonaking decisive intervention possible, is to combine the
technological advantages of the revolution in military affairs, especially in precision
weaponry [such as drones] and massive firepower, with airlift sufficient for rapid
deployment of troops capa&bbf heavy combat. Such a standby capability would go a
long way in giving the United States, which already controls the oceans, the means to
react to almost any local conflict deemed threatening to significant American interests.
(Brzezinski, 2004)

Brzezinski adds o0t hi s c apiaabd itlisinateyorthysthatneatherai nl y
power in the world can even aspiretosuchaglobalach capability é Ameri
preponderance, and the geopolitical adages to the United States of having such a decisive

capability are sele v i d @Bmezinski, 2004)

Likewise, historian Alfred McCoy, who has done extensive research on the U.S. military,
illustrates such a vision of the &l.military.

ltéds 2025 and an American dAtriple canopyo
fills the heavens from the low#o the exeatmosphere. A wonder of the modern age, it
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can deliver its weaponry anywhere on the planet with staggering mee#t,out an

enemyobés satellite communications system, o
di stances. Al ong with the countryob6s advan
sophisticated militarized information system ever created and annesypalicy for

U.S. global dominion deep intothe twetftyy r st cent ur y. Il tds the
i magines it; itoés under devel ogMec€ayt ; and A
2012)

Such a scenario may sound satigay in the offices of the Pentagon, but in the real world can

have a similar effect to nuclear weaponry: An arms race for military technology across the

wor |l d. l'tés worth bearing in mind that the n
enemyof the United States, the Soviet Union. Imagine a nuclear armed drone. Already, Iran has
acquired technology to fly surveillance drones into Israeli territory. Besides igniting anger and
fueling terrorism, drone strikes could also result in more diestbacki an attack with the

same weapon.

We can only guess what the future has in store, but unless precautions are taken today to stop
drone strikes that already have been a human catastrophe in tHe Eédtl, there is reason for
grave concern fathe future use of technologically advanced weapohhyless there is a drastic
change, which seems unlikely, drone warfare will continue far into the future. What we see
today may only be the beginning of much more to come.
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Abstract

Democratisation is closely associated witheéhabling environment for political integration and
development. Paradoxically, the histafydemocratisation in Africa, has remained the history of
nationaldisintegration. Afteldecade®f democratisation in Africagvidences emanating from

many African stateshow thathe democratisatioprocesss antidemocrati@ndhighly divisive.
Seriouspolitical crisesand violencenmany Af r i can st aotree@Gongs,Malih as
and Nigeria among otheilfustrate the continuindragile nature of the democratisation process

in Africa. Therefore, this paper examines the linkages between democratisation and armed
conflict in African states. It reviews extant steslion the violence that has characterised the
process of democratisation in African statedeed, he democratisatioproceson the

continent is not only being questioned, but has also become endangered. The degree to which
democracy is consolidatél Africa is contingent omhe attainment of peace, stability and
development in the Africa continent.

Introduction

Democracy ifan essentigbrerequisitéor development and stability throughout the wohfd.
contemporary Africa, one of the majexplanabry factors for thestate of development and
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peacehas a lot to do with the extent to whittie continent has embraced and institutionalised
democracysince political independence in the 1968ke, 1996;2000. After the departure of
the colonial oligarcies, which haentrenched an autocratic and confpconegovernance
regime African states embraced authoritarian rédl&sica has been theatre of various forms of
conflict marked by both exogenoasd endogenous factargluding the Cold War and
auttoritarian rule for the larger part of its pogtdependence existenadsfrican countries have
been engulfed in political turmewWiolence anctivil war in the course of competitidor

political power and contradf resourcesTheseconflicts havebecomeso pervasivesuch that
civil strife becamea tragicand persistent plighdf the populatiorwith the exception of
BotswanaMauritius, Malawi,Namibia, Tanzaniand postapartheidSouth Africg whichhave
been spared fromivil strife and civilwar (Adebgo, 2005).

Therefore, posindependence Africa witnessegearvasive trend of politicahstability, whichin

turn undermined development and postponed fong time the democraeyuilding agenda in a

majority of these African stateslhis paperthusexamines the linkageetween democraation

and armed conflicts Africa. It reviews extant studies on the violence that has characterised the
process of democratisation in AfricEhis studyargues thathe notion of the relativereaknesses

and strengtlof stateds germaneo theanalysis ordemocratisatiomnd armed conflidh post

colonial African statesindeed, studies have identified both the short and longgerspective

on political violence and armed conflictrielation to the changa themode of governance, in

particular thenolding of multiparty electionsandpolitical violence related to the consolidation

of semidemocraciesorth@pr e mat ur e 0 c | o s ur erespettivety €Jacksonr at i ¢
1990; Rothchild and Harbeson, 20@derbergandOhlson 2003) It has been argued thaete

two aspects are closely relaiadhe sense thahé same factors thatcrease the likelihood of

armed conflict in the initial stages démocratisation aralso atthe core of the explanatioorf

thehi gh | evel of vi ol edenweracie$Sodeiibergand©Oldson 2608t e d 0 s e n

In the firsttwo decades of independence, there were somedoctessful coups and countless
attempted coupis many African statesQooper, 2002Meredith,2005) This period wasvidely
regarded by the United Nations (Ull)s t he Al o g(Cabpet, 2002Metealith a2608)s
The experience over these tdecades demonstrates vividly that without democaacypeace,
peoplecentered development can neitberealised nor sustainetf.would seem thatgst
independentegimes in Africa had not succeededicuringthe ills ofthe pash Indeed, as
Nkrumabh rightly pointed out, allowindpe same conditiorthat existed during colonialisto
existin the postcolonial states wiltulminat in the people mobilising all the resentment which
overthrew colonialisnagainst their leaderdlkrumah, 1963) The present situation in Africa
states hagalidatel Nk r uma h 0s pr o p h gansforntatiomatbkesipte lthat segersese a |
the coloniallegacy, developmentill prove a distant mirage; demogtiaconsolidatiorwill
remainelusive and political stability and peace will remaimachievable

It is incontrovertible thatelelopment and peace cannotslieved nder conditions oarmed
conflict that in turn generates political instabilifshis implies that sustainable peopteentered
development requires a democratic settbgmocracyand development require political
stability within anenvironment in whiclhere exist effective mechanisiiog the constructive
management of conflict.he developmentiemocracypeace nexus is increasingly becoming
key feature in the extant literatupdakinde, 1996;Chan, 2002Kotze, 2005 Leftwich, 2005)
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Why has Africa expriencecconflict that has in turn adversely affecteddé&énocracy and
development prospects?

One need to take cognisance of the fact timaesthe collapsef the Cold War and the demise of
apartheid in Soutifrica, a new momentum for democratisatiwas set irthroughout the

African continent and this momentum Heeen accompanied by a noticeable trend of reduced
incidencef inter-state violent conflictThe democratic transitions of the early 198@se

helped reduce intestate violent conflict ansiderablythereby confirming the thesis that
democracy caalsobecome a conflict managementlt@darris and Reilly1998) However,
intra-state conflict still constitutes orad the major challenges facing the achievement of the
triple agenda of devepment, democracy and peacéifrica astheviolent conflictin Sudaids
Darfur region,the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC¥pHted 0 | v, bidya aenong others
clearly demonstratdt is evident that the challenge fpeacebuilding and democraeluilding is
enormousand daunting, yet not insurmountablecontemporaryAfrica. The fourth wave of
democratisation,dawi ng on Hunt i nrgachedniost statdsAfrica asfwellc at i o n
asEastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, sqraks of Asiaand the Middle East, in tHate
1980s anckarly1990s(Huntington 1991).

According to Huntington, the third wave of democratisation began in Portugal in 1974 and then
spread througBouthern Europe and Latin America in the 1970s and 18Bfgever,several
authorshavearguel thatthe present wave of democratisation, closely related to the end of the
Cold War, should be referred to as a fourth w@ghentington 1991;Chege 1995; Ottaway,
1997;Young,1999;McFaul 2002;Soderberg andOhlson 2003;Popescu2012) In thisfourth
wave internal and external factors interacted to spark a wave of politiegdlisation, followed

in many cases by democratic reforms. Theralisatiorof political space that came through
pluralism, multipartypolitics and constitutional reformas a major achievement tre African
continent where authoritariameparty and military regimes previously heddiay(Osaghae,
2004) The outcomef the wave oflemocratisation varied from genuine transformations and
relativesuccess, to halted transitions, backslides to authoritarianism, mildapgs and state
disintegratiorin most African countrigswith the large majority athesecountries &lling
somewhere between these extre@aslerbergandOhlson 2003). This development led some
scholars to argue that democratising states, notably in Africa, are more likely to experience
armed conflicts than are mature democradiéasnisfieldandSnyder,1995). In retrospecthese
findingsseemed tehallenge the policy prescription shared by ynpalitical leaders in the West
that the spread of democratisatemound the globe would lead to widespread peace.

It has been argudtatAfrican states areaw witnessing théypical problems significant for the
early stages of statauilding, namely, the lack of unconditional legitimacy for state boundaries
andstate institutions, inadequate societal cohesiad the absence sbcietal consensus on
fundametal issues of social, economic, gmalitical organizatior{Ayoob, 1995).These

problems typically arise in the eadyages of the statauilding process when stateakers

attempt tampose order, monopolise instruments of violence, and demard¢hesive loyalties

of their populations. This situation, in turn, leadwiolence and insecurity as state elites attempt
to broaden andeepen thenfluenceof the state, anoh the processlashes with the interests of
strongmen and segments of the populati@t perceive thextension of state authority pesing

a direct danger to their socialconomic or political interests. The problems of stasking and
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regime security in many pesblonial states are further complicategltwo other factors that
wereeither absent or very weak during #ely stages of stateaking inEurope and the United
States namely the demand fpolitical participation by increasing numbers of politically
mobilisedpeople and the demand for a more equal economic distribdtyaob, 1995)

Recent statistical findings support such a correlation betdesmcratisation and armed
conflicts, but with some importanotarifications(Glickman 1995;Joseph1999;Soderbergand
Ohlson 2003. In particular,Ward and Gleditschave shwn that as states become more
democratic they reduce their overall chances of being involved inwitdwrsther states by
approximately halfWardand Gleditsch1998).However, rocky or especially rapichnsitions
or reversa are associated with an ieased risk of wanvolvement. When it comes to civil
wars, or intrastate wars, studies hafmind that inbetween forms of governance, what is
sometimes referred &s semidemocracies, that is, states that are neither fully autocratic nor
fully democrat, are more prone to intstate armed conflicts than are otk@tes. These
findings support the notion that changing the modgoekrnance, no matter the direction,
clearly and strongly increases ibability of civil wars. However, such changeraaloes not
explain thehigher frequency of conflicts in serdemocracies, as the conflmtopensity of seri
democracies does not seem to change overifin@o ns o | i ddemoerdcies, whermmo
significant political change haxcurred for some timaye still more conflict pronéHegre,
2001)

Indeed Africa poses some of the most difficult actthllenging questions in relation to state
weakness, democratisatiandpolitical violence The dynamics and outcome of the fountave

of democratisatiohave raised questions that expose relatiualyxplored theoretical frontiers.

This is becausempirical experiences ofemocratisation imost states in Africavould seem to

be at oddsvith some of the assumptions and predictions found in mainstresoetical works

on democratic transitions and democratisation,. This is particularly true in relation to ideas about
thelegitimacy and capacity of the state itself and the ability of the cutembcratisation

process to overcome and outlast-geenocraticstructures of poweiSoderbergandOhlson

2003). Indeedin many postolonial states in Africahe state entity itself is weak and lack
legitimacy. This weakness is furtheften exacerbated by the lack of capabilities and resources
that arerequired n order to overcome this structural weakn€® Donnel | ,4986). Phi | | i
As a result of this deficiency,large numbeof countriesn Africa are either stuck in the

democratic transition without moving towards consolidation or have alesquiriencd a

partial or complete reversal of the transition process.

In somecasessuch as Central African Republic, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Mauritania, Nigeria
and Togo the transition was accompanied with lasgale occurrences pblitical violence or

the oubreak of intrastate armed confligDraman, 2003)Iin explainingthis outcome Herbeson
argued thatlemocracysustainability in a state is related to its progress in areas of contestation in
which the advancement of democracy competes with other intarefgeals(Harbeson2000).
Democratisation requires a radical shift in the nature of poliicaler, something which is

likely to be opposed by those that stand to Idos® such political change. Progress towards
democracythereforeis likely to bethe outcome of conflict, power struggles, possibly even
violence, and ohon-democratic pacts among political organizati@#away, 1997a).
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It is pertinent at this point to question the fact that in spite ohdlvances in democratic

governance and cqmetitive elections across Africghich has earlier been referred tothe

fourth wave of democratizatignmost African states still lack the political will to conduct

credible electionandfully embrace the tenets of democratic governandth a few exeption

such adBenin, Ghana, Mali, Mauritani&§iger, and Sierra Leonghich have managed to

conduct credible elections a short period of time followintheir democratic transitions
(SoderbergandOhlson 2003). However, African continehtas moved frona situation in which

only four countriesncluding Botswana, Mauritius, Senegal atfie Gambia practiced some level

of multipartism in 1990 to one which34countri es were r atirettb Afreeo
2006Freedom in the Worl@ublication of thd&-reedom Housdn another publicatiorreedom

House | istdemdciiakteestobalkiMah GhaoafBemnhNamibia, Senega
BotswanaSouth Africa, Lesotho are classifiedfas r ee 0 and t he rstates j oi ni
thatareclasséid as ffparetdoi;allldy st at efseedaFréedontHoase si f i ed a
2008. It is noteworthy that since 1990, the number of African heads of state and government

who voluntarily retired or left office after losing an election has increased tly d€a compared

to only three heads of state between 1960 and IFa@@qdom House€008. This reflects the

changing political face of Afrigaeven though there are still daunting challenges confronting the

African continent

Democratisation and ArmedConflict in Africa

Themajority of contemporary theories on democratisation and demoteatgitions have built

on the empirical experience of democratisatio&umope or in théJnited statesThese theories

often assume the prior existence &Waberan stateln thisregardMa x We ber 0s def i ni
the state has remained a benchmark for mmstemporary social science analysis. According to

the Weberiardimensionsthere are the vertical and horizontal features of a. Statevertical
dimensionestablishes theonnectiorandthe right to rule, between society and political

institutionsand regimesOn the other handhe horizontal dimensiotefines the limitof and

criteria for membership in the political community that is rulddlisti, 1996).

In terms of legitimacy, ertical legitimacy isthus the belief by the population in thghtfulness
of the state and its authority tole the state. Whetegitimacy claims and popular expectations
overlap or coincide, the stagains significant semgth, as rule is based on consent of one form
or another. The horizontal aspect of legitimacy refers to the nature cotm@unity over which
formal rule is exercised, to the attitudes gnalctices of individuals and groups within the state
towards eaclther.In the weak state, there is often no single community, but numerous
communities and groups that shape the nature of politics and ausitardiures. If the various
groups and communities within the state acespt tolerate each other, horizor&gitimacy is
high (SoderbergandOhlson 2003) Horizontallegitimacy, however, fails to develop or is
destroyed when one group ofeav groups or communities systematically and over a period of
time oppress, exploit, forcibly assimilate, or threatengbeurity of othegroups and
communitiesas withessed in Sudahhe political system that institutionalises exclusions
sidelines one or songroups in terms of participation, access to power, and allocation of
resources. Consequently, those who are erddithd it hard to extenlbyalty either to other
groups or to the stat&oderbergandOhlson 2003)
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As Soderbeg andOhlsonfurtherindicated, lhe relationshipnay also be reversed; dubious
vertical legitimacy may create, maintain,estacerbate horantal legitimacySoderbergand
Ohlson 2003) The point must be made thagitimacy is a variable rather than a constant. States
may, thus beplaced on a continuum of strength, where the great majority of statdsf the
time fall somewhere betweewa ideattypes. At the onextreme are strong states with strong
linkages between the componerat encompassed within high degrees of horizontal and
verticallegitimacy. At the other extreme are states where central governraatitatity has
collapsedor failed, that is, where there is oolittle public order, the central political leadership
commands limited authority ¢oyalty, and a variety of groups and factions have armed
themselves toesist attempt to establish order and integrate the comyrasivas the case in
states such asngola, Democratic Republic @ongo, Liberia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia
and Sudanindeed, Africa has been identified as a contingttt the largeshumber of collapsed
states and a larger number of failing sté&stman, 1995Rotberg, 2008

Closely related to legitimacy is the personalisation of the stafeaiy statedeaders attempt to
erase the distinctions between the stae the rulerwhich according téWeberis termed
patrimonialism This is asituationin which the objective interests of the state are
indistinguishable from thsubjective interests of the ruler of the regime in powestcolonial
states often show a hybrid political system in whichciiioms and patterns of patrimonialism
prevail along side with moderstate features. The ruler ensures the political stability of the
regime and persongblitical survival by providing security and selectively distributsggvices.
African politics are often characterised by fpairimonialnorms of political authority and forms
of governancén which casdresident Mobutof former Zaire and President Moi of Kenya are
frequently citednanifestations of nepatrimonial authorityfBrattonandVan de Walle1997).
Chabal and Daloarguel thatmoststates in Africa arenot just weak in term of thé/eberian
ideaktype, but it is also essentially vacuous because the exefaisatral political power has
not been separated from the overriditggninance of localised and personalised political contests
(Chabaland Daloz 1999).In manyAfrican countriesthereforethe state is no more than a
facade maskinghe realities of a patrimonial and personalised staieh is largelydevoid of
anypolitical legitimacyin the eyes of the populatioBonsequemy, weak states have problems
in democratisingandin carrying the process of transition to democradyuiion.

The instrumentalisation of the prevailing political disorder may function as a disincentive to the
establishment of a more propenhgtitutionalised state on the Weberian model as well as
implementing alemocratic political system. The important merit of the above arguments is that
they point to thdighly negative potential of patrimonial structures. bnotedly these

structures pose prahs for legitimacy, security anqmocesses of stafermation and nation

building (Buzan,1991).However, it should be noted thalany weak states have made
considerable moves towargeeater legitimacy. In addition, when legitimacy is really low, even
minor improvements in degrees of rule of law and good governancgemeyate major
improvements in terms of closing the legitimacy gap.

From a security perspective, the principal distinguishing feature of statds is their high level
of concern with domsically generated threats themajority of conflicts in Africg the conflict
issue concerngower over governmeiitVallensteepnand Sollenberg2001). Governments in
weak states are preoccupied with shertterm political perspective because thetwséy and
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their physicakurvival are dependent on the strategies they pursue for the méwmenich it

may be rational for regimes to adopt policies thatef@mple, utilise scarce resources for
military equipment and manpoweo, perceive oppositiomovements demanding greater
participation ashreatening, and to regard communal movements that prateteative
identifications and loyalties as dangerddish 1992).Indeed, 6 understangolitics in the weak
state context, Chabal and Daloz amjtteatone mustonsider the ways in which individuals,
groups and communities seekiaie advantage of the resources that they command within the
context ofpolitical and economic disordéChaba) and Daloz 1999)

As Jobhas pointed oytany Africa stées, he state itselis anissue in most conflict§Joh

1992) Consequently, the result is less effecBeeurity for all or certain sectors of the
population Jack of capacityof centralised state institutions to provide services and order and
increasd vulnerability of the state and its people to influemegrvention and control by

outside actorsThis internal weakness will in the long run also make the statevabrerable to
external threats, not least from neighbouring st@@egan,1991).Thus, the security problems
associateavith the weak state are easily spread across state borders and are likely to have a
negative effect on other weak states inrégion, a development that soon tends to grow into a
selfenforcing andhegative security dyamic in the entire region.

In terms of election,antemporary literature on democratisation suggests that electioezin

states are likely to be unsuccessful for two different, althoelgited, reasons. First, the holding

of multi-party elections othe prospects of elections in weak and divided states often work as a
highydest abil i sing factor and encoimsomgeases an fietl
lead to political violence or armed conflicithe condis thatmany authors have serigly

guestioned whether the holding of multipagtgctions in weak states serves as a vehicle of

political change, andrgues that elections are more likely to lead to sedimentation exiteng

power structures t hr oug hessaf démparatisat@n, than e geouin® s ur e
kick off for further democratisatiofhis is premised on the fact thatAfrica, political parties

are primarily based on ethnic or regional tibgy tend to lack a clear policy platform or

ideological orientatiomndthey often lack linkages to specific societal interest groups or civil
associationgCranenburgh1999).The mosbbvious and visible manifestation of politicised

ethnicity in new multipartyolitical systems has been the overt or covert ethnic dearaithe

majority of the emerging political parti¢®ttaway, 1997b).

ThereforeDe GaayFortmanarguel that it is likely that elections will trigger violence, and it
also explainghe reasons why some people and many political leaders etpmaterag with
violence, instability and disordébe Gaay Fortmar2000) Indeed theintroduction of a multi
party system has not meant increased divefsitthe individual voter. What appears to be a
multi-party system from distance or within the nationadislature is in fact a series of
patronclienietworks, each representing a distinct ethegionalconstituencyThe case of
Zambia clearly serves to illustrate this pattern. Increasitegnal and international pressure
forced the incumbent regime Kenneth Kaunda to hold mulpiarty election in 1991. Yet, as
notedbyBar kan, once in power, the Naemnegfver nment
Multi-party Democracy (MMD) ruled like its predecessmrworse, through standard patronage
methods accompagu with staterepressior{Barkan,2000) Politicsin Zambia after the
introduction of democracy has thus not changéter structurally or in the approach to
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governance. This is also partly the reason why, in a majority of Afdcantries that have held
multi-party elections in the 1990s, incumbanthoritarians have remained in power or have
been reelectedBarkan,2000).

The Angola case is another illustrative example in which aftah#iE992Bicesse peace
agreement between the MovimeRtopularde Libertacao de Angola (MPLA) and the Uniao
Nacional para Independencia Total de Angola (UNITA)e election that was conducted took
the formof winnertakeall constitutional modeldn this context, theolitical system envisaged
a strong presiderati systemsuch that gor to the elections, both parties we@nfident to win,
and thus,rejected any proposals about introducngolitical system based on power sharing.
The outcome of thelection that showed that UNITA had lost bdte legislativeand the
presidentialotesled to rejection ofhe resultdy UNITA and consequently, UNITAesumed its
military campaign and Angolslipped back inteivil war (Ottaway,1999)

The nature of the problem of democratising weak statethhas interlinkedlimensions which,
taken together, constitutd@midable challenge to participants in the process as well as to the
external actors seeking to suppoiiGhabaland Daloz 1999) While democracy is, by

definition, a method of resolving societalnflictsin a nonviolent manner, the route to it, that is,
the process alemocratisation, is a revolutionary and conffieinerating proceg€habaland
Daloz 1999) This is so because it involves dramatic changgsh include new methods of
deciding who is tdnave political power, nemethods for exercising political power and often
and as @&onsequencrew balances of power and new power holders. It gitegut saying that
this is conflictual, particularly in a weak statbere the hold on state power isaoftthe only

route to influence andealth.Moreover, he structural conditions for moving successféilgm
democratisation to consolidated democracy are most laitking in weak states. The process
may therefore be halted mversed, leading to facademocracy, renewed autocracy, state
failure or some other point on the-salled semidemocraticcontinuum(Chabaland Daloz

1999).

In the 1990s, democratisation has been regaadtte standard solution tthe problems
associated witifrica. Carothes arguel that democracy promoters in the West in general rely
on one basic model of democratisation when setting out to prataotecracy imAfrican
countriegCarothers1999) This model is mainly built on the experiences from the early third
wave of denocratisation in the 1970s and 1980s in Latin Americarsaathern Europe. The
majority of those countries did not ordyperience relatively peaceful democratic transitions, but
they all more otess followed the same pattern of transitibhe model cosists of a set of lists
of keyinstitutions and processes centred around three main categteatmns, state
institutions and civil societypemocratisation is assumeddmwoceed along a relatively set path
due to growing popular pressudéscontent ad eroding legitimacy, the nesemocratic regime
is forcedto initiate a political liberalisation. Subsequently, opposition groupsiarndociety
grow stronger and will eventually pressure the governmembltbmultiparty national elections.
After theelection, an electegovernment will take power and continue the process of
democratisatiothrough gradual strengthening of democratic state institutions. As impted
Carothers, the model incorporates a-tmays process, as it ggesumed that gradualmecratic
consolidation involves both tegjownchange through institutienuilding and bottorrup change
through the strengthening and diversificatiortiofl society.
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However, in the aftermath d¢ifie spread of political liberalisation and democratic rafm
EasterrEurope, the former Soviet Union and Afrigehich is termed the fourth waviye model
hasbeen severely discredited. The democratic transitions of the 1990sdranesly
undermined the notion that democratisation naturally prodeeatsyregular or orderly sequence
even thoughhte holding of multiparty elections is still implicitly placed #te centre of the
promotion of democracy iAfrica (Cranenburgh1999) The Westpften regards the holding of
elections as the key that will opdretdoor tdoroader democratisatiokqually important to
pointout, is the strong call for the holding of myttarty elections fronsegments of the
population in these countriggho regardhe holding of elections as both a powerful symbolic
event and aeal and visible signf democratic progress. However, electairall costsnight not
just have limited effects for democratisation, it might be direszilynterproductive to the
process of democratisation in weak sté@®nenburgh1999) As is clear fom the experience
of African states includin&enegal, Benin, Sierra Leone, Mauritania, Zambia, CGongo
Brazzaville, Ivory Coast, South Africa, Madagaséargola,Niger, and Kenyawhohave
experiencealterationthrough elections, when an electoral revakes place it merely brings in
similar leaders with similar practices, athe politicateconomic elite closes ranks to exclude
reform anddevelopment

On theAfrican continent, there has been escalating and repeated comnul@ate directly
related tathe election process in at least four casesCtirego, Algeria, Rwanda, and Burundi.
Rwanda is often cited as the most dramatic cases of increasedvattence directly linked to
the holding of multiparty elections. Theiolence represented a delibgr attempt by a group of
people whosexclusive power was being threatened by the peace agreement anbthection
of a democratic powesharing system, to halt a procéisat, if completed, was going to deprive
them of their poweLongman,1997). However,the open ethnification of politics does not
necessarily have to be destructive. Benin is a good example of the opposite trend. The country
has a long history of ethnic rivalries and ethnic conflict and the magdrttye members of the
incumben regime and the army were fronparticular region and one ethnic group. However,
the outcome of thholding of election in 1990 did not only change the ethnic pdakmcean

the country, but it did so in a remarkably peaceful {tayngman,1997) Howe\er, in Rwanda
the strong ethnic colour of both the government anéutiny prove detrimental to a transition to
democracyLongman,1997).

As Lemarchandasarguel, the empirical evidence from tltkemocratisation processesnany
Africa statesseems teuggest thalemocracy in these states is generally perceived as-saero
game withdefinite winners and losers among the different etl@gionalcommunities
(Lemarchand1992) Similarly, Young pointed out that the introductionadfmpetitive political
parties often serve to mobilise and politiaisgional, ethnic, religious, and racial solidarities in
divided states. In thesttuations, elections might intensify disintegrative pressures on fragile
states, without contributing to either stability egitimacy(Young,1999).However,De Nevers
arguel that democratisation can prevent or dampen ethnic conflictsfibtbes pushing for
democratisation recognise and acknowledge the etliffécences that exist within the state and
if they can accommodatheinterests of different groups in a way that is perceived to be fair and
evenly handedearly in the transition procegBe Nevers1993)
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Another issue, also closely related to the dynamics of the trangrbeess itself, concerns the
cohesion othe opposition. If all the maiethnic groups in the state are united in opposition to
the previous regimesither in a movement or a coalition, democratisation is likely to stand a
better chance at avoiding ethnic conflict. In additiwwhether the polital leaders are moderates
rather than extremists their positions, both in relation to how to carry out political change, and
in terms of degree of hostility and extremism towards other egioigs, is an important factor.

In the case oBenin, duringthe National Conferenc#jere was a relatively high degree of
coherence and unity within tlogposition, and moderates were comparatively stronger than
radicalswithin both the government and within the opposition, something thikélg to have
contributes to the peaceful transition. In Rwanda, howearespite of perceived initial success,
the opposition soon split alongveoderateradical axis, where the radicals soon emerged with the
upperhand(De Nevers1993).

Although the electoral processesAfrican countries have led srmed conflict only in a limited
number of cases, the holding of multipagtgctions, or the prospects of elections, have
contributed to théarge-scale use of political violence and atrocities on civilians in a large
numberof countries. The muHparty election in Kenya in 1992 and tlaege scale violence that
accompanied it is an illustrative examfiduigai, 1995).In aweak stateincumbent leaders and
local strongmen have at their dispogalendless array of tools Witvhich they can manipulate
voterpreferences and election outcomes, so as to fit their private, seatéei@sts. The
behaviour of Charl es Tay linthe ldbsriamtaumtyyside priortoa t e
the election victory in 1997 providesothercase in poinbf the hazards involved when

elections tak@lace prematurely in a democratic transition

Armed Conflict and Its Implications for Democracy and Stability in Africa

Democratic governance jerceived by academics ammdthepractitioners community as a
systemfor peaceful resolution of conflicts. In spite of this, recent findings shatv
democratisation in its first stages increases the likelihood of aczomdtict. According to the
main theories about the prerequisites or favdarabnditionsfor democracymost African
countries constitutedn infertile terraiJoseph1999). However,he pacifying effect of the
ongoing democratisatiomave in Africa helps in reducing the incidencardfa-state conflicin
such as manner thisdicates thatlemocratisation can becorpart of the broader agenda of
postconflict reconstructiomoo. However, there is the need to exercise caution, taking into
cognisance the fact thagwohocracycanaccentuate diversity aralsoprovide roonfor multiple
popular demanddf this diversity is notvell managed and if these demands are not met,
instability could resultThereforeas much as democracy coaldd value to postonflict
reconstruction, if not welinanaged it could trigger instability or gatal violence.

Huntington argued that under conditiomiere the institutional foundation of democracy is weak
and popular demands are huge and not met by theisttthility becomes the efrésult and

this leads to politicatlecay or disordgiHuntington, 1968). Acase in points theflawed
democratisation and peace process in Angidia. Angolan situation providesifficient

evidence that elections alone are insufficiertiriag about political stability, reconciliation and
peaceThe Angolan cofiict is one of the most protracted aodstly conflicts incontemporary
Africa. However,considerable progress has bessde towardsonstructivelyresolving this
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conflict. In Southern Africa, thexample of Lesotho clearly indicatée reversethat is
democracy and elections could add value lz@xbme a political asset for pasinflict
reconstructionL e s ot h o 0 s cbrdli& Bivolving @ pogver struggle for control of thate
by the countryos pol thtouglt constitugdalierngioeenn@A€CCORD, | |
2004) There isgeneral consensus in the democracy discourse todagridatay of building
peace and democracy in pasinflict societies requires, among others, electoral systisign
(ACCORD, 2004) It is for thisreasonthat h e e x a mp | eeledtdral skseem ceforimdso s
cited as onef the key lessons @xperience for other African states embroiled in intrastate
violent conflict. Since thelectoral reformLesotho has experienced less political instabititg
broadeed the party political representation in treional assembly and enjoys a relatively
enhanced levelf public confidence in election management, credibdftthe outcomes of
elections, and legitimacy of rule.

Evidenceindicatedthat stateemerging fom conflict within the preceding hatfecade have a
nearly50% chance of finding themselves in conflict agé@ollier, et al.,2003. Some
settlements, as in Liberia aMbzambique, are examples of gradaat hopefully permanent
change, real transitioout of conflict(Hampson, 1998Rotberg and Albaugli999 Ali and
Matthews 2005. Whether theswill lead to successful takeoff into development and
democracy, once theonflict itself is eliminated, is still a question for the future, but it is certain
that security and satisfaction of proximate grievances are the necessaryf, not sufficient,
openings for broader reforBtate where conflict are likely to occur inclu@ainea, Nigeria,
Cameroun, Sudarsouthern SudarChad, Zimbabwed)emocratic Repblic of Congo, The
Republic of Congo, anperhaps even Soutkfrica (Rice and Patrick2008 Baker, 2008. In
terms of the democratisation process in Africaatis more likely is theontinuation of a
transitionalsystemthathas beetermedii d e mo autoaracyBarzun,2002).

It is pertinent to take cognizancetberole ofthe West in stunting democratic possibilities on
the African continent. The Sierra Leone example is a clear casitch Western intervention
and influence stifled sugbossibilties. This is becauséne yearning and struggle for a
democraticspace was organically conceiviegthe gople whahave had to live with
dysfunctional political systemand whoclearly knew what they wanted until Western discourses
about democratic possiities raisedits political expectations and changed the agenda for
political struggle in the countryn this regardJoseph acknowleddehat the pronounced role of
external forces ipromoting democratic transitions in Africa has not alwlagsn in théest
interest of the continerffoseph1999) Theinternational financial agencies, which dominate
economigpolicy and resource mobilisation in Africa, heted are ill-equipped to play the role
offipol i t i c aldemocrdtitrafsegians an therdment(Joseph1999) Similarly, the
roles of Western countries have not alwaysked for democracy in theonflict-ridden African
states in which they hawetervened. Western intervention into transitions hasome instances
created the possibilitipr hijackingpopular mass aspirations by replacing local aspiratiotis

di fferent sets of ¢ on agmndasSoma mek sugdested Wat ;1the s
absence of selfievelopment and setfovernmentprofit-making and decisiemaking hae

passed into aremained in the hands of foreign¢kgonard and Stray2003.

African internal wars receivexternal attention, including from the UN Security Council, only
whenthey become long and intense, and remedial action only comes sihwlgfore,the

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page30

i mp



ISSN: 21510806

deficiency of the relevanmternational organizations; the UN Security Council and the African
Union and above all their members is more easily diagnosedeheadiedThe introduction of
troops is a heavigammer with which to hit the nail, bwhen they are needed, appropriate
numbersmandates, and coordination are crufartman, 2008). It is high time thafrican
conflicts are first anfbremostseen asin African responsibilityAs the case of Zimbabwe
indicated AU members firsheed b stand up to their colleagues in Sudan and Ivory Coast,
amongothers, reminding them that they are responsible for thebeeigof their own citizens
and that gang warfare is not conduct appropriatestata Indeed African states cannot move to
taclde the challenges afemocratization and development until they have eliminated the
debilitating internal conflicts that tend to arise from deprivationdisctiminationwhich are

the majorshortfalls in democratization and developmiarthe continent

Conclusion and Recommendations

The historyof democratisation in Africa has remained the history of natidisaitegrationThe
democratisatioprocesson the continent is not only being questioned, but has also become
endangerecEvidences emanatingaim many African stateshow thathe democratisation

processess antidemocratic, very repressive and highly divisueh thasociety degenerag¢o
dangerous levels of breakdowhlaw and orderSeriouspolitical crisesand violencen many

states in Aricaillustrate the continuinfragile nature of the democratisation process in Africa.
Indeed, he democratic process has taken different turns and trajectories in different countries,
with different levels of progress. While elections have become ragtéar, and other

components of liberal democracy relatively improved compared to the situation that obtained
two decades ago, thieemocratisation process remains a major challenge for many African states.

Therefore, regardless of tharm of governmentor thenumber of political parties present, the
substance of democracy will netnergen these African statasnless some degree of legitimacy

is present. Specifically, certagonditions will have to be met if legitimate governments are to
emergewhichinclude provision of basic human needs for the populace, respect for human right,
equal opportunities for all, fair distribution of resources among the populace, freedom of speech,
among others. Indeedenhocratisation in an authoritarian state meanstdolition of thepower

that has beehithertocentralised and monopolised. The political leadership will have to
redistribute power in the system and allow some of the institutiorsrtain autonomous, in
particularly the military and the judiciary. Tileshould also be separation of the legislative and
theexecutive In a democratic system, poweaannot be based on coercion or mobilisation from

the top.

Therefore, dmocratisation requires a change in the nature of power itself #mel institutions

needed to generate Tthe bestcasscenario for the contemporary democratmsitions on the

African continent is a gradual transition from confletd tension thawill lead tothe openingpf
theprocess of liberalisation, institutional developmerd democraticonsolidationThe need

for constitutionalengineering an@nhanced anflict managementechanism if Africa is to

move towards democratic consolidation and peace cannot be overemphasised. In this regard, in
multi-ethnic statesglections shdd come later rather than earlierthre democratisation process,
because the earperiod of democratisation creates opportunities for increasirgridency of

ethnic claimsthroughexpanded popular expectation adVersarial nature of the electoral
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processAs the experiences of many states in Africa sucheaegal, Benin, Sierra Leone,
Mauritania, Zambia, CongBrazzaville, Ivory Coast, South Africa, Madagascar, Niger, and
Kenyaindicated electionin the early stage of the democratisation procaght be directly
counterproductiveln the case of Zambia in particular, the introduction of democracy did little to
structurally change the mode of governance, rathmerely boughtin similar leaders with

similar autocraticpractices

It may be argad that, instead of earglections, a process of democratisation should perhaps in
many casebegin by a consensiggeking exercise, which sets out to create bnaéidnal

cohesion around the rules of the political gathes highly likely that the ingtutionalisation of
constitutionalmechanisms will generate the emerging civil culture of trust, tole@mte
compromise that is deemed necessary for a peaceful elguocaksThe example cBweden
whereby evemnder muchmore favourable conditionkdn those prevailing ithe weakstatesn
Africa, thetransitionfrom autocracy to democracy lasted for over 500 yéses) indication of

the daunting challenges inherent in the process of democratidatimever, present strategies
for democratisatioseems to buildn the notion that it is the holding of elections that provides
thenecessary condition for institutidyuilding and constitutionangineeringln cases where the
respect for theule of law and protection of civil and political rights a@ guaranteetefore

the elections are held, the elections might directly contribypeltbcal violence and violations

of human rights. In many weak statgese preconditions are largely absent. Hence, elections in
the weak stateontext inevitabljpecome an instrument for manipulation by the stateedisas

the opposition.

In the conflict resolution literature, power sharing has increashegy seen as a way of shaping
the democratic political game in muéithnicsocietiesPower sharings defined aspractices and
institutions that result in brodohsed governing coalitiomgenerally inclusive of all major ethnic
groups in societyhich can reconcilgrinciples of democracy in muléthnic states. The
argument is thagimple majoritarian systes contain special problems for ethnicallyided
societies. Minority ethnic groups fear electoral contests whepriheple of simple majority

rule is operative as they expect togemanently excluded from power. The most frequently
cited form ofpower sharing is that of consociationalism. Many analysts havedtigaeone of
themain reason why th£#992Bicesse peace agreement between the Movinteopalar de
Libertacao de Angola (MPLA) and the Uniao Nacional mamadependencia Total de Angola
(UNITA) in Angolafailed, was the design of tip®litical system. The political system envisaged
a strong presidentiaglystem and thus, in effect, the presidential election took the form of a
Awi ntakear| | 6 system. Pri or t o confideattoenineanditherefars |,
rejected any proposals about introducngolitical system based on power sharing. When the
electionresultsindicated that UNITA had lost both the legislative and the presidemuties, the
party rejected the results addclared the elections fraudule8horty thereafter UNITA

resumed its military campaign and Angslgped back into fulfledged war. One lesson
commonly derived fronthe Angolan debacle concerns the dangers of witakerall

constitutional models arttie advisability of power sharing systems.

However, one may be inclined to argue based on empirical studies thabisisplistic to
assume that athajoritarian systems are undemocratic and all peshkaring systems are
democratic. Ihas been suggted that power sharing can only work where thergenaine
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desire and commitment among the respective leadershiguéfiraent innovation to create
appropriate structuresnd institutions that simultaneously accommodate all grdupse is also
a reed for regional cooperation among the states in Africa, particularly with regards to
democratisation in weak states. The fact tlomtlbrsbetween weak states are porousy lead to
the spill over of poblems asvell as progress across borders. Therefoggghbouringstates may
play a rolein determining the success or failureapfy democratisation proce$s.this regards,
regional interaction may promot®n-violent solutions to transitierelated conflicts.

As Zartman pointed ouffrican countries ee far from takeoff. At best, theymay be able to get

into a higher gear and move a bit faster into a transition towards gdeatlopment and

democracy. Undeniably, some of timachineryis working, and one may hope that the time of

total breakdowns ipast.However Africa needsanethical revolution, in which the ethos of

survival isreplaced with an ethos of responsibilififrica needs to instill theotion thath Af r i c a 0
and nothoutsiders is responsible for its destinyy which casehatrespondiility is shared by
theelectors and electethdeed, he degree to which democracy is consolidatefrica is

contingent orthe attainment of peace, stability and development on the Africa continent.
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Abstract

Johan Galtung is an author whose works can bear repeated exploration and interpretation
because he has struck the right chord in the emergence and development of the field of conflict
resolution at the right timélis message goes beyond his native city of Oslo, beyond his country
Norway, and beyond the developed and the developing countries, to the whole world. Attempts
made to confine hi
is that of the Third World; but the greater the efforts to do so, the meeeshould realizéhat

his message is universal, applying to both the developed and the developing countries (Galtung,
2002). His message isahof cultural freedom and sedignity, which are everypersod s

birthrights, as well as the essenceof existence. It is interesting that even in Afridahan

Galtung was not unknowndgspite the fact that the authorities tried to give his works their own
interpretations to misrepresehim. He has served as a professor for peace studies at universities
all over the world, including Columbia (New York), Oslo, Berlin, Belgrade, Paris, Santiago de
Chile, Buenos Aires, Cairo, Sichuan, Ritsumeikan (Japan), Princeton, Hawai'i, Tromsge, Bern
Alicante (Spain) and dozens of others on all continents. He has taught thousands of individuals
and motivated them to dedicate their lives to the promotion of peace and the satisfaction of basic
human needd his essay examines the relevance of his arpeacebuilding in Africa.

have been

m
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Introduction

The emergence of peace and conflict research in Scandinavia is noticeable, most remarkably in
the influential work oflohanGaltung. His output over the past 35 years has been phenomenal
and his influence on thastitutionalization and ideas of peace research seminal. Galtung, a
Norwegian, became a visiting professor at Columbia University in 1958, returning to Oslo in
1960 to help found a unit for research into conflict aeage at the University of O§lthe

precursor to the International Peace Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO).

He was also the founding editor of theurnal of Peace Researdaunched in 1964. This is as
expected becausd his prominence ithe field of conflict resolution in the 20th cenguand
predictably, in the 21st century tdde has mediated in over 100 conflicts between states,

nations, religions, civilizations, communities, and persons since 1957. His contributions to peace
theory and practice include conceptualizasiohpeaceéuilding, conflict mediation,

reconciliation, norviolence, theory of structural violence, theorizing about negative vs. positive
peace, peace education and peace journalism. Galtung's unique imprint on the study of conflict
and peace stems from a combinatad systematic scientific inquiry and a Gandhian etlic

peaceful means and harmoaltung & Naess1955

Galtung has conducted a great deal of research in many fields and made original contributions
not only to peace studies but also, among othersah rights, basic needs, development
strategies, a world economy that sustains life, ma@tory, theory of civilizations, federalism,
globalization, theory of discourse, social pathologies, deep culture, peace and religions, social
science methodologgpociology, ecology, future studigde is founder (in 2000) and rector of the
Transcend Peace Universitiie world's first online Peace Studies University. He is also the
founder and director offranscend Internationah global norprofit network for Peace,

Development and the Environment, founded in 1993, with over 500 members in nmor@ tha
countries around the worl&altung,2007). As a testimony to his legacy, peastudies are now
taught and researched at universities across the globe and contribute to peacemaking efforts in
conflicts around the worldAs a recipient of over a dozen honorary doctorates and professorships
and many other distinctions, including ayRi Livelihood Award (also known as Alternative

Nobel Peace Prize), Johan Galtung remains committed to the study and promotion of peace.

Like all prolific writers in conflict Resolution, his works have been subjected to contrary
interpretations, to approgtion and misappropriation and to eulogies and calumny, depending

on the side taken by his interpreters. Galtung, of course, was not writing a history of any
particular conflict. Rather, he is trying to outline the broad principles that are common

throughout conflict in general. This essay notes, therefore, that no theoretical concept can tell the
whole story of Africa. Within the case study of Africa, there is room for different interpretations
and Ga legresantgroenlightened framework that cam &pplied.
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The profundity of his model has made it possible for different cultures and different generations
to find him  relevant to their situations. It
ideology of structural violence, espalty in his application to the field of conflict resolution, to
highlight lessons on what is applicable to Africa as we embark on a long period of depression

and starvation becautigeforeign aids tha¥Western countries send to Africa in the name of

povety in Africa do not reach the poor masses who need the aids the Wiestern donors like
America and the United Kingdom pump billions of dollars to help better the living conditions of

the poor masses in Africa.

However, thegpoor people who need the dite most get nothing at all. Instead those in higher
positions spend the money on themselves buying big cars and building mansions both home and
abroad, while the poor die from esitne poverty and starvatiofihe majority (about three

fourths) of the poompopulation in Western and Central Africa (about 100 omlipeople) are

poor subsistenetarmers who live in villages and farfjust to feed themselves and their families.
Perhaps, we may rectify this problem if we understarad| t @explgnaton of struaral

violence and direct violence as a framework to help understand the workings of power4n a non
judgment al sense. However, Galtungds own term
healthy onesThiswill try to review his conceptof structural volence, as either an approach or
strategy and as a methaddtheoretical framework. Thereafter, it will examine the regionally
adopted conflict resolution stratenply and see
structural violence

Before going fulter, here are some conceptual clarifications that have to be made, because the
two concepts concerned often get confused. The concepts are those of approachahd meth

One at times hears conflicscholag/practitioners talk of approach as though @ isiethod. The
distinction between approach/strategy and method is very significant in that one is the
framework for the other, but can, nevertheless be differently conceptualized. An approach is both
a theoretical and an administrative framework. It isa@egy for attackingf we take the
Galtungneamapproach as an example, it refers to the ideology of sutioral conflict, which

provides the motif and the motivation for this type of violence, which is wider and purely
theoretical; containing abstigarinciples underlying a particular view or approach to life.

On the other hand, a method refers to the pedagogicah@agogica) technique for imparting
knowledge. Methd can be regarded as the miamstructional techniques and it operates in the
sociological and psychological realm i.e. the segsychology of learning. Thus, when we talk

of the Galtungnean theoretical framework, we nkestpin mind what atually happens when

t he f sogiecultaral®i r ltas beén formed, i.e. the freely paEipative dialogue which
leads to the compilation of the generative terms, the composition of the primer and the
mechanical technique of resolution of conflict. This distinction (i.e. Galtung distinction) is very
important in that when wialk of resolutio of conflicts;we are referring to only the sociological
and the psychological strategies or ideologies of violence for the understanding and delivery of
resolution, without touchingn what method we shall be usinghether it is the traditional, the
functional, the Galtungnean theoretical framework or a combination of them.

Galtungnean Peace ldeology and Approach
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Gal tungnean ideology makes sense only within
structural violencewhichis motivated by the Galtumggye ner al t heoreti cal fr a
ideology of violence uses a wide definition, articulatingdubvi si ons of fistructu
and Acultural violenceo along with Adirect vi
probably amongthe#i dest possible to use, for he sees v
human needs and, more generally, to life, lowering the real levels of needs satisfaction below
what i s potentially possibleo. Gal whicmsgaee an st

structures or institutions prevent people from fulfilling their basic needs. This is clearly an
extremely wide definition of violence and includes institutionalized systems of inequality such as
racism, sexism, nationalism, classism and aeteBntvism, as well as poverty, inadequate water
supplies, and insuffient health care. For Galtungdjrect violencas tied to structural violende

that structural violence can lead to conflict and then to direct violence, whether within the family
or in terms of hate crimes or war (Galtud90.

By cultural andsocial violence, Galtung means:

€ . Thoseaspects of culture, the sywlic sphere of our existericexemplified by

religion and ideology, language and art, empirical science and feameaice lpgic,
mathematics)that can be used to justify or legitimize direct or structural violence.

Cultural violence makes direct and structural violence look, even feel, right or at least not
wrong.

Moreover, according to Galtung, both diraad structural wlence createeeds deficits. When
either happens suddenly, we can talk of trauma. His underlying assumptioples siwmience
breeds violence.

Violence is needs deprivation; needs deprivation is serious; one reaction to it is direct
violence. There cdd also be a feeling of hopelessness, a deprivation/frustration
syndrome that shows up in the inside as@e#cted aggression and on the outside as
apat hy and(Gatung,O€ad. awal 0

This type of explanation for violence is widespread and commamany sociological and
psychological theories of violence. What 1is s
ideologies of cultural violence, is the contention that there are clear and direct relationships
between how societies organize their ardt meaning systems and the level and types of

violence these societies engage in. Galtung developed the distinction between direct violence

(e.g. masses are murdered), structural violence (e.g. masses die through poverty) and cultural
violence (i.e. whaver blinds us to this or seeks to justify it). We end direct violence by

changing conflict behaviours, structural violence by removing structural injustices and cultural
violence by changing attitudes. In addition, Galtung added his further distinctioade

negative peace and positive peace, the former characterized by the absence of direct violence, the
latter by overcoming structural and cultural violence. Another influential idea attributed to

Galtung is the conflict triangle and the analytical didtiion between three methods that could be
undertaken by the international community in response to confliategeapingpeacemaking

and peacebuildin@¢Galtung,1996.
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The core of the Galtumgantheoretical framework is socicultural, the creative iging of
consciousness and sel f awaluebhsettng, thd coeativelraasing e a | i
of consciousness and self awareness to the re
with a view to creatively transforming it thugh positive and critical action. This is the famous
Galtungnean praxis, which is a combination of the social and the cultural and of reflection and
action. In specifiterms, sociecultural ideologies are the creation of critical consciousness of

people o the reality of their situation, to the culture of violence in which they are sunk. It is

seeking to critically analyze the oppressive and hopeless situation with a view to attaining
understanding of the factors responsible for the dehumanization. Tteg reflection aspect

which must now be symbiotically balanced by allowing the knowledge to realize in them the

energy, the motivation and the will to change the circumstance.

Briefly characterizeda Galtungheantheoretical framework has a strong ctdiuand psycho

social overtone. The source of the oppression of the people is basicalkgsoc@nic and
psychological, being the fundamental factor in all other types of societal arrangement. The
economic and the cultural saps are, for example, essatly, the erection of the oppressors or

the powerghatbe, which setips would naturally ngeopardizethe interests of those who set

them up. Thus, any change in the situation of the oppressed must be sought; not in economic or
cultural ameliorationbut a social transformation of the structures prexigpto oppression.

Hence that conflict, which is the instrument for the liberation can never be neutral; it must

reflect in orientation, objective, process and content, the ideology of the opprebspeéless

classes.

Violence is, however, of three typebrect violence, structural violence and cultural violence.
Whichever, it is, it is strongly ideological and cultural. The violence that domesticates is that
systemput in place by the oppressalssses to perpetuate themselves in the position of
leadership: it may be authoritarian or democratie;ithention is still the sariieo keep the

masses inheir oppressive and hopelesate of the structural violence. To Johan Galtung, socio
cultural confict, under authoritarian systamf government is even worse than the rigidly
democratic, in that the former is an example of a false philanthropy which beguiles and deceives
the masses into believing that their conditions are improving (through the beve/of the
oppressors) when, in actual fact, they are being subtly but more deeply enslaved with poverty,
inequalities, and injusticg&altung,1990.

Violence for liberation is, on the other hand, the type needed by the oppressed. It is the type
needéd to make them human by restoring to them the saditural freedom that cainee them
from oOdi r byxhanging attituées, whech is the very essence of their humanity. It is the
type that helps them to overthrow the oppressor, and positivedtgrtacreating their own

history and making thebwn culture of peace and selftualization.

It is within the contexof this general theoretical framework and specific ideology of violence

thatwe must situate Gal t un gP8ysholagcdl and sociabskillsere r uct u
set within the objective of liberating the masses from the shackles of needs deprivation,

oppression, injustice, and inequalities. giehich areoolitical and economibefore being social

and cultural. Hence, violente def i ned by aVvadhbtemsulBsddbasic hugnanas 6
needs, and more generally to life, lowering the real level of needs satisfacbonvidedt is
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pot ent i alwhighl qaoeasly réfdr te cultural action for freedom. The theoretical
framework simultaneously attaggadlitical and cultural oppressiahrough sociepolitical
revolution,followed by the sociaultural skills of conflict resolution.

The core concept here is that of structural freedom which not only defines their existence b

also gives them the psychic satisfaction of being in control of their own destiny from social
structures or institutions. The methodology is alsos@etumented by Johan Galtung as being
made up of two parishe dialogic sessions (which are participgtand freewheeling

discussions of a theme of their own choice, which psychologically motivate and prepare them for
the second part (structural violence). The drastic reduction in the trend it takes to make the
citizens in his sockeultural circle violee is a testimony to the effectiveness of this framework

of structural violence, and it is what commends the Galfteagtheoretical framework of

structural violence, even to those cultures and political institutions that are far different from
those in with the framework was hatched and perfected.

Rationale:Gal t ungbés Theor et i cualViolemca mewor k of Struct

Without going into minute details of the Galtungnean theoretical framework of structural

violence; it has two objectives that immediately comchthemselves to us in his ideology
(Galtung,1969. First, there is the fact that any approach or method must have a distinct

ideological underpinning. Galtung himself has carefully analyzed for us (in structural violence)

the ideological underpinnings tife original framework of socioultural conflict methods.

Gal tungdés ideology also has that strong capit
social structure or institutionExcept the approach matches the ideological background, the

efforts at implementation may be frustrated and frustrating because both will not work in

tandem: a capitalistic and materialistic ideology cannot properly spawn or buttress a voluntary
approach or metho@saltung,2000.

The second objective lesson pertam&ow best to conduct the resolution exercise through the
understanding of the concept of structural violence. Secondly, it has been established that
successful resolution operations need social, economic, cultural, political and religious
mobilization ad general political institutions. Soepmwlitical aspects, as expressed in moral and
cultural terms, are a pirequisite for a successful resolution exercise. The association of conflict
resolution with political participation has in most cases servea ascentive for conflict

resolution practitioners to flock to the conflict resolution trairiegtes : J o han Gal t ung¢
experience in Oslo is a good case in point. Generally, what my review of Gedantigeoretical
framework has shown is that conflietsolution cannot, and should not be conducted in isolation
of other parameters of developmaevtiether political, economic, social, cultural or even

religious. The adoption of framework of structural violence by the United Nations peacekeepers
in the 21st entury, with all its utilitarian or welfarism; and social, economic and political
orientation is still another testimony.

Using the theoretical framework of structural violence and readily available data, one can easily

begin to understand the nature auses of the increasing perennial conflict in a number of states

in Africa. Thisessapr gues t hat Johan Galtungbés concept o
important theoretical framework that helps guide our understanding of the reasons for conflict
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andt he stage of Africadés continuing progress tc
however, also notes that no theoretical conce
concepts and terminology are useful, awareness and appreciatieir shrtcomings is also

fundamental for a full appreciatiaf a case study such as Africagtung,1996.

Implication s for African Conflict Resolution and Peace Campaign

| can now see how the above lessarg p |l v t o A f-a u ¢tféatHas mameg resoldian! |

the multidimensional tasks in African states. The lesson that | have learnt from comparative
resolution methodology is that successful resolution practice in Afattanscan have

transplanted root, branch and flowers from social, econaml political aspect of the society.

What makes a successful resolution successful may lie completely outside of the resolution itself.
Hence, i1t wildl be f ool i sideologgcan bt succesgfyllye ct t hat
transplanted to all Africanountries.

Take the economic aspect as an example. In Africa, poverty is correlated with infant mortality,
infectious disease; shortened life spans and inequalities that produce suffering and death.
Structural violence occurs whenever people are disaalgad by political, legal, economic or

cultural traditions. Again, the economic volatility of Oslo or of the Eastern European countries is
exactly replicated in Africa, even with all its current economic consciousness. Thus, the best that
we can do is toatch the liberation spirit and the theoretical framework of the successful
Galtungnean practice, adapt the dynamics that was responsible for its success in Oslo and modify
the processes without losing the spirit of resolution.

Now, to the next aspectdite | esson drawn from Galtungdés fra
framework can be linked to political aspect of the society. Politics is arerethats part of
social structure or institution in Africa that is preventing citizens from fulfillingrtbasic needs.
Political variables have usually been a strong motivator of structural violence and success in
conflict resolution (much stronger than economic premises). The Galtungnean ideology has a
strong political base and undertone, and so, it wasesstul in Norway and some Scandinavian
countries. The lesson is that the pres#iation (i.e poverty levelh African countries should

be closely associated with politigaktitutionandstructureof the society i.e. majority not

minority in the soaty in order to bring abourtequality. Andif we do away with inequality and
injustice that are associated with structural violetioe awakening of consciousness among the
massesn Africa must be linked with the necessity for them to acquire resolskidla to fully
participate in the new democratic processes in Africa.

If political motivation correlates well with participation in resolution, what secure the most

durable benefits are other factors of development such as the economic, social aaids&ulsu

Even though Johan Galtung stopped short with the political factors while it may be true that the

poor, the hungry, the neglected min@is and ot her Odppesaddpstaaged an:
beliberatedand mobilized to break loose from theppressive conditions, their efforts can be

facilitated by equipping them with the necessary economic and social skills. Empty political

promises may not be effective in fully mobilizing parties for conflict resolution.
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We can link he last aspect of Galigheanideology that can also seras a lesson for African

conflict resolution tdhe socio-cultural aspect of the society. So@oltural theories link to social

and cultural dimensions of life. Social explanations of violence might stress competition f

scarce resources in Africa or conflict between particular social groups in Africa. Cultural theories
might emphasize the meaning that particular forms of violence have within a given society in
Africa, describing violence as a kind of serious game arrésialized release of builtp

tension. These are sensitive aspect of social structure or institutions imAfmaties that can

also prevent masses in Africa from fulfilling their basic needs. The understaridiveissues in

the lesson from Galhgneantheoretical framework demonstrateow African conflict resolution
scholarpractitioners must be able to develop a spectrum of conflict resolution approaches in the
area of what Lederaqi997)referstoa® et h n o c o rithel siudy bf mdwqmply dake

sense of conflict situations and the appropriate (cultural) corsapse methods of resolving

them

This spectrum can bring an end to social structure or institutions that can prevent African citizens
from fulfilling their basic needsAfrican scholars and practitionem conflict resolution have
historicallyunderestimatetheimportance of culture in conflict and conflict intervention. Yet,

most would now agree that cultureesamatterA lack of sensitivity to cultural issues can have a
limiting impact on the effectiveness of conflict resolution initiatives, including resolution. The
reality of contemporary conflict resolution requires that culture and social dimensions of life be
considered as it influences conflict intervention and reswiudn several different levels. Having
outlined a generalized judgmental framework for violence, Galtung makes a profound moral
judgment. He designates some aspects of structural violence to be attributable to sick states and
some aspects as perfectly natrwithin healthy states. Galturi$y967)explains the difference

between the two sides to this moral assertion and justifies the position he ha¥Waiken.
certain serious theoretical questions sahoul d
philosophy, in a normative sense, the structural theory and concept of structural violence provide
an extremely useful guide to African conflict resolution engagements.
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Abstract

This article operationalizes Chanstra Tal pade
Transnational Femini st Pr ac tsiTheery danthapgicatiphof J o h n
peacebuilding approaches to development. Through the analysis of personal experienee in post
earthquake Peru, the author describes the complexitiestbbagmnound development. The

movement from anticapitalist theory to pead&bing practice, both as a volunteer and as a

university study abroad instructor, supports her conclusion that although globalization is a root
cause of structural violence, an economic solution is sometimes the option that best meets a

wo man o6 s ineedselddrderttemeet immediate needs while implementingtéony

structural changes, collaborative, locatlyordinated solutions must be implemented both into
devel opment work and the feminist teacher 6s

Feminist Peacebuilding: Merging Thery and Practice in Pisco, Peru

When | lived and worked in a pesarthquake environment in Pisco, Peru, | saw firsthand how
poor infrastructure, corruption, and violence hinder the reconstruction of a city. | tix@s in
coastal city oPiscq a fourhourbus ride south of Liman the spring of 2011Four years after

Pi s eatldjsmke, peoplstill sufferedfrom typhoidandlackedbasic necessities such as
adequate sanitation infrastructuféne magnitude 8.0 earthquake, of August 15, 2007, destroyed
70%of the homes, and caused approximately 600 deaths with 383 people dying in the city of
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Pisco alone. | worked withReruvianAmericanNon-governmental Organization (NG@)at
aided Piscdy building homes, schools, hospitals, and community centers. Mygstio assess
the needs of people who requested help fronNtB®. Many stories | heard during that time,
and decisions | made, have been gyamdated into the story of Sara.

Sarawas a single mother of three childré&ithough Sara requested helpm the government

after her home was destroyathe did not qualify for funding. Shiged with her brother, his two

children, and his wife in their small taroom homeSara was strong, independent womato

was determined tstarther ownbakery and needdttlp constructinga building where she could

both operate her business and live with her childééie.ak e d f or my or gani zat i ¢

| amawhite, highly educated, American woman, and through layers of privilege, experience,

and circumstance, | hadelpower to makedecisions thatmpacted her livelihood. | am still

becoming comfortable with this responsibility. As an NGO worker, | was not only impacting
Saradés and her childrends |ives, but it is ap
needswe were contributing to a larger system of globalization that causes environmental and

social destruction as the products Sara woul® SeticaCola, bread, and perhaps bottled

wate® all benefit from globalization and contribute tacgBenvironmental degdation.

Becausd wassodeeply impactethy my responsibilityn Pisco, last August | returned sohool
to get my PhDI wish tobe better equipped to evaluate and possibly make change in the
globalized system thatfluencesthe livelihoods of everyme, but especiallythose ofwomen.In
my work, | am most concerned for women like Sara vah® often the primary victims tfie
structural violence associated wglobalization. Seawareness is a key component to both
feminism and peacebuilding, and whiereflected over my experience in Pisco, | was left
wondering: how do |, a white, southern, straight, academic, politipatigressive woman
represent people of other classes, races, nationalities, and sexualities without reinstituting
oppression? In atition, | could not help but question: do my values change when Ittcans
from theory to practice?

It is from these questions and conflicts thepérationaliz&€ handr a Tal pade Mohan
theoretical concepf the Anticapitalist Transnational FemstiPracticghrough the application

ofbot h John Burt on 6 andpeacetaildinghNippeodckes b Hewetopment. |
combine these theories as | found Mohantyds t
scholarship as activism, learning how to repre other people in my work, and approaching

issues of race, class, and educational privilege as well as individual responsibility. When

approaching peacebuilding practice, however, it was difficult to finthelground approaches

that did notincorporat capi tali sm or gl obalization. I dec
strategic peacebuilding: fAan interdisciplinar
justpeacéa peace with justiceo (Schirchs 2004, p.
described throughout this paper. Although the process is always climate dependent, sometimes
cyclical, and is not by any means fool proof, it is a visual representation of my thought process as

an academiprofessional and practitioner.
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Although withthis analysis Bmdissecting the violence and conflict of the situation, | want to
remind readers that the people of Pisco welcomed other volunteers and me with open arms. We
were strangers in their homes, their schools, their hospitals, and theirssesiné&/e worked

together to find solutions to improve their livelihoods and make their livelihoods more secure.

Figure 1. Feminist Peacebuilding Theoretical Model

1. Qualitative Methods

A 4

2.JohnB u r t ldumaéns
Needs Theory

7. Mohanty- Teaching and Living

2. Mohanty- Theoriang ¢ ? Global to Local Links
from the 2/3 Woman

3. Structural Violence

\ 4. Secondary Violence /

5. Collaboratively Create Strategisset, Locally Focuseldeacebuilding Plan

A

6. Peacebuilding Approaches

Trauma Healing?
Capacity Building? Infrastructure?
Economic Devalpmenf
Dialogue?
Peacekeeping? Military Intervention?
Political Stability?

Restorative Justice?

***Self -assessment is the first step and is necesaayghout the entire feminist peacebuilding model***

1. Use Qualitative Met ho deedsnddetdrmineavhatessets she dndthew o n

community already have.

Theorize from needs of the 2/3 woman

Research theocial, economic, and politicalead e xt / st ructur al violence

Determine what kind of secondary violence is present

Balancing the assets with themediate needand structural and secondary violence of the-tiwmls

woman, collaboratively create a plan that meeth bmmediate needs while addressing structural and

secondary violence.

6. Examples of ways to meet immediate needs and reduce structural violence. There are question m
because the decision depends on the assets, needs, and desires of the 2/3 woman.

7. Atevery step of the process, using the 2/ 3 wo
using her experience to shape your own personal decisions; therefore, assisting in the breaking dg

arwN
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The Pisquefios exhibited resiliency, pride, and kindness in incredibly instable situations. Even
though, as you will read, the situation waliclilt, people were always kind and grateful, and |
am forever indebted to their hospitality.

Supporting Literature

There are many empirical studies on the topic of gender and peacebuilding. In 2000, the United
Nations passed R eusgeslaluattorsoimincredgthe,partwipation bof wdmen

and incorporate gender perspectives in all United Nations peace and security @is&rt2000,

para. ). After this resolution passed, multilateral, bilateral, and unilateral organizations began to
emfhasi ze womendés participation in internati ons:
increased research and funding for peacebuilding projects that focused on gender. These studies,
although informative, are neither supported by international develofpmeace psychology, nor

conflict resolution theories, and do not incorporate a theoretical framework in published work.
Scholars and practitioners undeniably maintain that even though weeneronly recently
recognizednternationallyfor their peacehilding participation, théeadershipf women in
peacanovementas been presefdr decadesWomen have protested by tying themselves to
treesvoiced their opinions to congresmdstartednovements against social and environmental
injustice. Women hae taught, lead, studied, and suppogetitical movements. Women have

worked in the mines and lost children to war aadardous waste Womends bodi es ar
sensitive to ecological destructiamandwe are subject to higher levels of rape aunesic

abuse during postonflict and postlisaster situations. Although not always recognized,

womends participation in peace and justice 1is
especially in a world where we experae more ecological destructiandwar, and the

instances of rtaral disasters are debatably more common today than in past decades (Warren &
Cody, 1994, p. 5York, 1996, p. 328)

Although there is institutional and scholarly support for gender and peacebuilding, there are also

no pexcebuilding theories that use a gendered lens to simultaneously break down capitalist

relations while offering women economic agency in the overwhelmingly large, mysterious

globalized system. | find this predicament to be one of my biggest challengpsacshuilding
practitioner. Mohantyrovides arappropriate means for representing women, discusses the

dangers of generalizations, and gives extensive critique on negative impacts of globalization
through heAnticapitalist Transnational Feminist Pragtapproach Mo hant y6s cr i ti g
with John Burtonds human approach to conflict
peacebuilding program planning, connects gender and peacebuilding while providing women

with agency. Thanks to this combthapproach, | am able to take a critical step into the

peacehilding and development fields.

Many peace theorists and feminist scholars speak of the violence created by capitalism and
globalization, but none provide a detailed, accurate, gendered descwpile simultaneously
giving women agency and avoiding victimizing essentialist claims.

Vandana Shiva, internationally renowned ecofeminist, speaks extensively to the violence

constructed through international development, capitalism, and globaligghiva, 1988, pp.

272-273) Al t hough 1 find much of Shivads argument
structural, political, and economic forces that create systems of patriarchy, in many instances,
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she does not address culture. This leavescihaer to believe that development policies changed

all traditional cultures from peaceful, egalitarian societies to ones of violence and inequity.

Although international development policies and colonialism have altered many traditional

cultures, all tradional cultures were not egalitarian before capitalism. As such, a deeper analysis

of Sarab6és culture I s necessary as Peruvian cu
and African traditions, and all have a significant influeonderuvian geter relations.

Ecological economist Bina Argarwal created the theory of environmental feminism and critiques
Shivaés accounts of traditional egalitarianis
environmental projects in Southern India. Argarwal showasithmany ways, traditional Indian

cultures are not egalitarian and have a deeply embedded patriarchal system that did not result

from neoliberal development policies. Through an ecological economics approach, Argarwal

exhibits how traditional caste syste and patriarchal structures denote and control

environmental projects in a developing world contéxgarwalstates thatlevelopment projects

should not give all environmental responsibilities to women as this can recreate traditional

systems of patrighy and move away from, not towards, a more egalitarian sy#tegarwal,

2001,p.9) Al t hough | support Argarwal 6s thesis as
harmful essentialist generalizations, much ofierk does have an environmental focasgd
this is not directly applicable to Sarabs sit

In addition, Mexican activist and deprofessionalized scholar Gustavo Esteva provides political,
structural, and individual recommendations for moving away from the global market system.
Esteva suports a cultural imaginary beyond capitalism, envisioning a move beyond formal

democracy to a radical democracy that fAemphas
their social relations and their living conditions, rather than social engineedriggal or
institutional changesé with a clear purpose o

(2010, p. 67). He calls for a reorganization of society that includes urbiculture (cultivating food

in cities), appropriate technology, autonomous heggbractices, and indigenous productions of
knowl edge (Esteva, 2010, p. 68). Although Est
structure that supports a more egalitarian society, he mmtdake a gendered approach.

| finally refer to the work of pace theorist and feminist Elise Boulding. She was a renowned
peace scholar who focused much of her work on gender and peace education. She called for
readers to listen to women and criticized patriarchal and industrial systems. Boulding supported
w 0 me activem, and was critical of the disconnects between development, environment, and
human rights projects. In addition, she was supportive of initiatives and social imaginaries that
envisioned cultures of peace. Although Boulding was monumental in thelidiss of peace
education, development, and feminism, | found her research more focused on NGOs and
education than what | need for my wdBoulding, 2000; Boulding, 2001).

Peacebuilding in Pisco Merging Theory and Practice

Many of the theorists mewined use an analysis appropriate for studying the structural violence
associated with capitalism and globalization; however, Mohanatyides the best framework.

One implicit goal behind the Anticapitalist Transnational Feminist Practice is for western
feminists to continuously selissess and be aware of their privilege and position as an outsider
throughout the entire research and pedagogical prodieggty, 2003)Reflection is also a key
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component to peacebuilding practice and is necessary befoememing anyeacebuilding
development program (Schirch, 2004). Figure 1 (number 7) accounts fasseffsment as a
feminist peacebuilder lives with a global to local consciousness, understands of her position as
insider/outsider in the research fielddaconstantly reflects on her fluid position throughout her
pedagogical and scholarly work.

From the work of Gustavo Esteva and Madhu Suri Prakash (1488anty ackiowledges the
havesonethirds world)and havenots(two-thirds world). Although this dtinction does not

recognize colonialism, it describes people through quality of life, thereby acknowledging the

elites in both the North and the So@#903, p. 242)Mohanty operationalizes Esteva and
Prakashsd wor k by c al Wwastargfenanists, ftoghmorizeifr@aritree, par t i
experience oftwd hi r d s waaynaralysisafsthe effécts of globalization needs to

centralize the experiences and struggles of these particular communities of worgen antl s 0
(Mohanty, 2003, p. 235Aswomerd s bodi es and | ives are hardest
globalization and as they amaditionally the first to mobilize for environmental justice and

peace, (Warren & Cody, 1909Mm, wpth6ébut Bhdi begba
(Mohanty, 208, p. 234) is neessary to create theories that address the structalahee

caused by globalization.

Mohanty also refers to the fAsexual di vi si on o
colonize by wuniversali zi reg Uding statidlios ofsikgle e x per i e
mot her s, Mohanty demonstrates how being fAsing
seen as liberating, while in lower class, or the twaoild context, it can be a result of poverty

This specificity of contextid e f i ni t el y needed in Sarads case &
Peruvian context this can be seen as a sign of poverty, but in an American contexts, as with

lesbian mothers, this can be seen as a sign of libe(dioimanty,2003, p. 35)The sexual

division of labor must be portrayed carefully and show the social and political structures that

construct livelihoods.

This is also a critique of research methodologies that generalize social and demograjhis data

data production itselfcanbethopd uct i on of power. AAs a matter
for any discourse that sets up its own authorial subjects as the implicit reference, that is, the
yardstick by which to encode and represent cu
Generalzatiors can reinstitute and strengthen the hegemonic and patriarchal forces underlying

the capitalissystem Mohanty,2003, p. 31)l use quantitative data to present structural context,

but to avoid potentially victimizing generalizations, | predominantly aggrgeacebuilding

through qualitative methods (number 1 in Figure 1) such as autoethnography, narrative praxis,
appreciative inquiry, participaimbservation, and interviews.

I n Sarabés situation, for i nst andckertoadtiely was 1 mp
listen to her needs as a complex individual. Does she have access to clean water? Does she
currently live in a stable home? What connections does she already have in the community?

What community and state resources are already avail@bisprocess also included weighing

her needs against the needs of other women in Pisco who were requesting similar assistance

while simultaneously working with a very small budget. Qualitative methods have the ability to
provide wome and/or communitieagencywhile recognizing assets. With a qualitative

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page51



ISSN: 21510806

methodologyit is moredifficult to make generalizations that can lead to addaierctimization
and violence.

As mentioned prior, Sara was left homeless after the earthquake, and was forcedith lveg w

brother. She cared for her three children, provided them with emotional support, but needed
assistance to provide a more secure situation for her family. As most people living in Pisco, she
probably grew up there and perhaps lost her job aftezattaquake (Cairo, et al., 2010, p. 41).

The ceiling of her brotherds house was al so m
robbers to cut through the plastic. She told us that she was promised money from the Peruvian
government, but afteapplying found out that she did not qualify for the aid.

After | istening to Sarab6s story, it iIis necess
economic, social, and physical realities that shape her life. To determine human needs, peace
psychol ogi sts often use Human Needs Theory, cr
alternative to the theory of power politics,

(Christie, 1997, p. 316) by managing conflict and social justice throughnaaing individual

needsThere is little agreemerbncerningherelationship hierarchcal-nature and number of

human needsxisting in our worldbutit is evident thathe need for security is denied by direct

violence, and the need for economidiweeing and selfletermination are denied in the presence

of structural violence (Christie, 1997, p. 317). woul d ar gue that after |
narrative that her needs of security and econameit being were not being met.

| would next deternmie the structural violence, as displayed in Figure 1 number 3, that shapes
Sarab6s situation. AsJohamhGaltuog(lO6®p.d7017) hotePésace The
cited in Christie, 1997, p. 323), iomeople die
structural violence, which is caused by the way social, political, and economic structures are
organi zedo. As a feminist peacebuilding pract
and understand structural violence. Implicit, as well, inNMohay 6 s anal ysi s i s t he
historical materialism as a basic framework and a definition of material reality in both its local

and micre, as well as global, systemic dinsen o20@83, p. 223).

| n Sar a @erulaoapopealation,of 29.3 millipeople, a booming tourist industry, and
aneverimprovingquality of life. The country also boasts one of the richest indigenous cultures
in the world; for example, in Cusco, the former talpof the Incan Empire, Cusquesicelebrate
the summer solsticeythaving a partyracticallyeverydaythroughouthe month of Junélhat

being said, the poverty rate is still at 2{¥he World Bank, 2013)and like many Latin

American countries, there is a large financial divide between the few wealthy elite andrthe po
majority. The government, although relatively stable with new social policies implemented by
President Ollanta Humala, was haunted by corruption and terrorism throughout@se 199

Perubés | ocation on South Amer ipartecdasly virerablef i ¢ c o
to earthquakes. When the Spanish colonized Peru, they rebuilt it with adobe, which literally
crumbled during Piscobs earthquake, and of th

destroyed during the earthquake, many were maddaife. After the Pisco earthquake, the
Peruvian government promised $2,000 (6,000 Peruvian Soles) to families who lost their homes;
however, many impacted families did not qualify for the funding leaving people like Sara to live
illegally in homes made gdlastic or live with relatives (Blondet, Vargas, Patron, Stanojevich, &
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Rubiios, 2010, p. 1). In addition to losing their homes after the earthquake, almost a third of
Pisquéios lost their jobs, violence was rampant throughout the city, and the locahigre

was plagued with instability.

In addition to the political, geographic, physical, and social instability of Pisco, sanitation and
infrastructure in Pisco did not meet the same standards as other cities in Peru. Before | arrived to
Pisco, the NGO thd worked forrequiredthat | receive a typhoid vaccination. Women like Sara
were most vulnerable to waterborne diseases, such as typhoid, as supported by Warren and
Cody, in fAlarge portions of the southern hemi
responsibities, determined by gender and age roles, of collecting and distributing water; thus

the women and children are the ones who are disproportionally harmed by the presence of
unsafe,ounpot able watero (1994, p. 7).

Many women | met in Pisco were reggtble for cooking, cleaning, and caretaking of family
members; therefore leaving them in constant contact with dirty water. People even warned that
boiling the water was not enough to safeguard against disease. This, in turn, created a barrier as
women hae to buy water for their families. The unemployed, such as Sara, could sometimes not
afford to buy bottled water, and perhaps had to rekleawvith boiling unpotable water.

In addition, the floors of the temporary plastic homes were usually made qfagattafter the
earthquake, as waste disposal was not present, the city streets were always littered with trash. So
if you went for a fiveminute walk outside of your home, you were likely to step on human,

animal, and household waste. The combinatioragheloors made children and women

especially vulnerable to sickness as women and young children stayed home during the day, and
earthen floors are incredibly difficult to clean. In response to this and a lack of indoor plumbing,
much of my N@& duild accenpretenfleoe, provide a plumbing system and/or

build a composng toilet outside of the home.

In some instancesinstable government situations, infrastrucsyiend livelihoods, such as that

in Pisco,can result in psychological disteeStructural violence sometimes leadseéoandary
violencewhichiii ncl udes civil wars, c¢crime, domestic v
(Schirch, 2004, p. 231 am not a psychologist nor were any members of the Pisco assessment

team, but as witmost natural disasters, there is empirical evidence that Pisqueiia women were

also most susceptible to Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) (Cairo, et al., 2010). This does not
mean that Sara suffered from PTSD, but it does mean that psychological thenuicsbe

considered in development, pasinflict, and disaster relief. One of the two hospitals was

destroyed, and Afive months after the earthaqu
remained in the area to handle psychopathological disordémigjiat have been related to the
di sastero (Cairo, et al., 2010, p. 39). As th

trauma and its symptoms may be beneficial for NGO workers to better understand and
collaborate with the individuals and comnityrwith which they are working.

| found providing outlets and a safe space for trauma relief also beneficial for my relationships
with certain women in Pisco. | taught yoga to Pisquefia women twice a week, which by no means
gives me the ability to professally assess a psychological state, but after our practice, women
would confide in me. Some seemedstili be experiencing psychological streskree years

after the earthquake. According to Cairo et al. (2010, p. 43), higher psychological stressdoccu
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due to the fact that the earthquake happened during mass, leaving chentived people dead
in the collapsed church. The tragedy in the church not only left many people with the loss of
family and friends, but it also left mourning people, mos#yolic, without a place to worship
after such a traumatic event.

The secondary violence and instability created in natural disaster situations makes any approach
for recovery complicated. Li ke all pegpas | e, Sa
an approach to creating locally driven solutions. The field of peacebuilding i tha, i ¢ h

prevents, reduces, transforms, angig®ple to recover from all formaf violenc e ,Schirch,

2004, p.99Peacebui |l di ng al s sthaadffimshuniao dighitythrewgh e s oci el
meeting human needs and pr oByé&acusingongunmeomeds r i gh
and security as well as local assets and capaedggbuilding looks to approach both the roots

of direct and structural violend¢brough meeting immediate needs and making-teng,

sustainable plans for the future. In contrast to some traditional development strategies,
peacebuilding focuses on local needs and acknowledges the vidletirgs that support

violence.

In my postion with the NGO, | asked two key questions to determine appropriate approaches to

Saraods situation. First, do wetertheerdsth®&ar a f und
perhaps fueling globalization? Next, how do we decrease the structural vithlahiseoccurring

in Sarads | ife? Our scope of work as an NGO w
to meet Sarads security and economic needs, w

Pisco. The house would be secure, and she wailtear larceny or violence. She would also be
able to open a store where she sold bread, bottled water, ice cream, ai@b@oca

All of these products are tied in some way to a transnational corporation as one can assume that
the flour for the breadsiimported or at least controlled by a multinational corporation, the milk

is Nestle, and in addition to selling bread, she was going to seltf@aaaand bottled water

(owned by Coc&Cola). If the global economic system crashed, so would her businteself

are petroleum shortages and prices skyrocket, her business could plummet. This does not include
the environmental, social, and economic destruction that results from the corporate practices of
these industries nor the multiple contradictions @ssed with international aid.

| know that longterm peaceful, human security cannot be met with the same system that created

the insecurity, inequality, and oppression. | do believe, however, that when working towards
sustainable development, defineddor Common Futuras the ability toymeetthe needs of the

present without compromising the ability of future gatienstomet t hei r own needs
p. 43, a combination of immediate solutions and lgagn structural changes must be
implemented. For hi s r eason, | supported meeting Sar ad
building her a home and store, and it is also for this reason, that | sometimes depart from

Mohant yds f r ame wo r dnti-capitalistoa avenanti-globatizhtionasiy s e | f
sonetimes use capitalism and globalization to meet the immediate needs of women like Sara.

To address structural violence in Pisco, other peacebuilding actors were collaborating with my
NGO to address other issues in Pisco. Peruvian mental health proflssgiomarnment
officials, and development workers and planners provided additional services for people like
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Sara. There were local community based organizations providing assistance to single mothers, an
architectural firm from Lima that was creating agic reconstruction plan, and conversations
throughout the town on ways to continue to clean the streets of Pisco after the earthquake. There
were also universities testing different approaches to building so that homes are both more
structurally soundrad culturally appropriate. These conversations, research projects, and plans
were happening, however, in a violent, unstable environment where women like Sara were still
deprived of basic human needs.

Bringing the Classroom toPisco

| was lucky enoughotreturn to Pisco in the summer of 2012, this time as a university instructor
teaching and |l eading a course | designed, cal
When | returned, | was relieved to see that much of Pisco had been rebuilteEtethtat were

once again intact, restaurants were open, and a new church was open for worship. Women like
Sara had bakeries, everywhere, and tourism agencies had popped up to serve foreigners and
Peruvians alike hoping to visit the local ancient ruins wiidlife at the Islas Ballestas, and the

dramatic beach dhe Paracas National Reserve.

In Pisco, | was once again welcomed with open arms, warm smiles, and gratitude. | was also
once again faced with a dilemma. How do | teach students with acaaitélist approach when

we are doing development work? How do | prepare students for an experience that will change
the way they livé for better and for worse? How do | explain to them the complexities of
peacebuilding without stumbling ovdrese same oaplexities myself?

| return to Mohanty when maneuvering through the paradoxes of peacebuilding, development,

and p e damiosgagtivist i@dehers must strugglgh themselves and each other to open

the world with all is complexity to their studesn{2003, p. 252)n her pedagogical work,

Mohanty bringdo consciousnegbeways in which locapractices in the onthirds world have

social, environmental, and economic implications to societies across the globe. By constantly

linking the global to th local in both work and humanizingthetivdh i r ds womands exp
she portrays an accurate picture of the impact globalization has @hitd®women while

demonstrating the agency a woman has in her ow(Miéhanty, 2003, p. 227).

Although | didstruggle, many times, the students saw the impacts of globalization, capitalism,

and the complexities associated with peacebuilding and sustainable develdpragimearned

this throughassignedeading and hand®n volunteer work, but more than anythitigey

learnedfrom listening to women like Sara and understandiagwhat she needed was not

dictated or prescribed by a development agenda or a theorist, but by her own personal
experienceBy seeing the large system and all its contradictions andybe=d, globalized
realities of Sarads I|ife and our own I|ives, t
our individual, community, state and nationwide decisions influence more than just our

individual selves, our local communities, and ocourairy; our actiondave, in fact, global

impacts.

Finally, as | return to my original questions, | admit, that as a young scholar, | am still learning
how to acknowledge privilege. Although | am still working through this, |1 hope to use my
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privileged edication as an asset in peacebuilding practice. In addition, after my analysis, | realize
that my values do not change when | make the transition from theory to practice. If | theorize
from the twathirds woman, both in classroom and in practice, | am cdatite with finding

solutions on a capitalist continuum because | do not determine or understand the needs of
another woman. | can only work with women to find solutions that are best for their situations,
and if this includes a solution that feeds thegbigeconomic system, that is what we will pursue.
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Abstract

Why is it whenever we speak about peace, we begin by referring to war? Pacifism, rather than

being definedasprfpeace, i s waed a senactawigiszdo hot march for

peacethey protest walt seems that our definitions of peace are always defined in relation to

war. | think the answer lies in the most-qgttoted adage about war and peace, to be fou®d in

Warby Carl von Clausewitz: ATo secuindepepdenace i s
phenomenon, but the conti nuat 433).Badly,four gbdithytot i c s
reflect on peace without referencenar has been dramatically limited by such thinkers as well

as the reality of human history that often seémrise nothing but a series of wars temporarily

interrupted by moments of peathlo exception to this trend, Hannah Arendt (1:9065)

nonetheless sought to appreciate peace on its own terms and not on those of war or violence.
Thanks to her idiosyncratapproach to the politicélthe source of both immense inspiration

and frustration to her readér®ne can unearth a notion of peace that is not simply the cessation

of war. Arendtds notion of politicé&lonaptegace i s
that arises from horizontal relations of solidarity between people. By contrast to many notions of
peace thabhave become part of our contemporary game of politics, it is thus neither rooted in a

notion of sovereignty, nor is it connected teegtical hierarchy of violence (or the threat of
violence). Given humanitydés failure to create
problematic it is that our definition of peace is determined by our notion of war. In order to shed
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ourselves of tis framework, let us think outside the box of politics, a box Arendt has always
sought to circumvent and consider what a powerful political peace could bring to our shared
world. Yet, as is always the case when stirred by Hannah Arendt, one must bedip with
introducing her distinctive notion of the political, her emphasis on the horizontality and
relationality of plurality, and her seemingly powerless definition of power.

The Political, Plurality, and Power

Less than a year after her death, Mauric @rst on descri bed Hamhaisah Ar en
cat ®g(or9 760, 56). Shiraz Dossa wrote fiHannah Ar
6classical 6 thinkers as one whose thinking co
the term®) (10980i,s 3@dreci sely because of this ul
writings are famously difficult to classify. It is precisely because of her unique approach that |

have chosen to refer to Arendt 0s ishgdroooach as
more classical definitions of politiéd.approach her notion of the political as phenomenological,

or as she describes-itrom the between. While Hannah Arendt never draws an explicit

distinction between politics and the political, as mamytemporary thinkers do for a diversity of

reasons, it is clear that her phenomenological orientation to the political is not easily digestible

for those familiar with the norms of both political science and political philosGphg.

exceptiontothis& n d David I ngrambs definition does ap
to be central to the political.

6Pol itical phil osophyd is roughly cognate
underlying political order. These presuppositions includenature and justification of

political rights and duties; the meaning and role of pdwas distinct from violenceé in
maintaining political order; the metaphysical reality of political groups and their political
relationships; the constitution of pibdial identity and community; and the relationship of

the political to the nopolitical, i.e., economic, social, cultural, and purely personal,

aspects of human existence. (2002, 1)

Her ability to approach the political from this phenomenological petispas what makes it
methodologically innovative and also opens the possibility for unique and original insight into a

realm defined by experience. Connected to this, it is important to always recall that the
experience that ma rtkegdliticdl was that of owlitaria@iém. lEocheri on o n
totalitarianism must be understood as the phenomenon that destroyed the political.

It was the advent of totalitarianism that sent Arendt back to free action, the source of
political experience; for althugh totalitarianism did not succeed in destroying the world,
it made clear that our entire tradition, not only of the political but of moral and legal
thought as well, of religion and authority in general, had come to an end. (Kohn gtd. in
Gordon 2001, 2%)

As such, if one understands what is destroyed by totalitarianism ( according to Ar©nidjiri),
one can begin to grasp what the political me&irst, the political is the rediscovery of a shared
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world by means of public spaces of interacti®acmd, the political is created between people in
their human condition of freedom and pluralithird, the political is always related to a series

of other distinctions such as: labour, work and action; freedom of the will and political freedom;
and, private, intimate, social and political. With the completion®agins, Arendt continued to
develop her notion of the politicalthis time inspired by the Romans and GreekstheHuman
Condition.As Arendt first states in this work (and repeats in eessay thereafter), the political
realm is a space of action shared by people, in the plural, and does not exist for a person, in the

singular. fAAction, the only activity that goe
of things or matter, corrpsnds to the human condition of plurality, to the fact thah, not
Man, | ive on the earth an dctionscbnaidfiwordsiardedeedsor | d o |

which are meaningless without the presence of other human beings, it is being togather in t
presence of others, communicatingghether agreeing or disagreeinthat defines the political

for Arendt (1958, 58). Dialogue, debate, exchanging opinions, sharing interests creates a

t oget her ndourslational foendafign of & politicalcomuni t yé: AThe revel
quality of speech and action comes to the fore where peophathrethers and neither for nor
againstthe®@t hat i1 s, sheer human togethernesso (195
between individual8and is as such a fuathentally relational term. It is this intersubjective

approach to the political as well as her emphasis on what is created and shared in the between by
means of words and deeds that characterises A
While it may nowbe clear why Arendt cannot be easily discussed in political science or

philosophy courses, without a serious series of caveats, one central term must still be clarified if

we are to understand how Arendt peace to the politipairality. As the conditiorof the

political, plurality is that which makes possible both the relationality fundamental to a public

space and its agonistic interactions. More than multiculturalism, more than diversity, plurality is

the fact that every single human being is utterligue while always already in relation to

others. A fellow political phenomenologist, Hwa Yol Jung describes this well.

However attractive and precious the tesal-reliance, rights, autonomynd

independencenay be, they are disconnected with affiba, association and

interdependence. Interdependence, that is, interdependence cum difference, cannot and
must not be anathema to the human é condi't

We are thus both absolute individual and yet never autonomous or fudlyeindent from others.

It is this tension between individuality and interdependency that characterises relatioaality
horizontal asymmetrical relation between peapénd that is the reason why all political spaces

are always already spaces of alteahd difference. It is this emphasis on the horizontality of the
political, the dynamics between people, and her emphasis on difference that allows her notion of
the political to speak to so many who feel alienated from politics which is traditionalledefin

by a series of wvertical Opower 6 relations.

The question Arendtdéds notion of the political
plurality? The answeér power. Power is the heart of the political and the only hope for peace in

the world. Letus begin with the clearest definition Arendt offers of power fildra Crisis of the

Republic
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Powercorresponds to the human ability not just toladtalsoto act in concert. Power is
never the property of an individual; it belongs to a group and reniraiexistence only so
|l ong as the group keep together. When we s
actually refer to his being empowered by a certain number of people to act in their name.
The moment the group, from which the power originated tanb&gh (potestas in
populgr wit hout a people or group there is no
vanishes. (1972, 143)
What is clear from Arendtds understanding of
definition of 0 poenwe orphilasapkeyd The alosept pdrailel is what Is
commonly referred to as O6people powero6é (a red
this distinction, I distinguish O6poweré or wh
or force (only natural forces), and violence) from the terms power or empowerment. Given her
phenomenological approach to the political, it is not difficult to provide examples of situations in
which one can experience this power of empowerment. Considisthiiane you wished to
express a dissenting opinion in a group but felt afraid to do so. As soon as another person, or
several people, took the risk and voiced their disagreements, you suddenly were able to muster
the courage to communicate your own vieWse feeling of not being alone; being supported is
precisely a feeling of power that arises via empowered by others. This is an experience often
described by minority groups and has played a major role in grassroots movements such as
feminism, the enviromental movemeng ons ci enti ous objectors (to n
notion of power is botimmensely empowering and reaffirming of her attitude of hope and trust
in humanityds potential when acting political

To counter the common claim that Aremglpolitically naive, let us consider a few historical
examples of power: the O60Quit Indiad movement
independence of India; ti®o | i d movened in Poland; the civil rights movement in the

States, and the studemovements in 1968. All of these movements require plurality, freedom

and created true political power, a power that changed the world without violémetes

without destroying it as totalitarianism had. What is most remarkable is that the pgewgal

of plurality is greater than that of totalitarianism even without the use of violence (or the threat of

vi ol ence/ puni shment that iIs currently wused in
deed have not parted company, where words @rempty and deeds not brutal, where words

are not used to veil intentions but to disclose realities, and deeds are not used to violate and
destroy but to establish relations and create
cannot be connectedwi ol ence, strength, or force is yet
notion of political peace need not be connected to war (or to a vertical hierarchical chain of
rulership).

Unl i ke tr adotliia n acissraaiep owibar emdthus alwayseds to plan for a
future when its o6power o6 wild.l be under threat,
the interplay of powers with their checks and
(1958, 201). Power increases with participatiofipurishes in plurality- proof of its non
totalitarianism ways. Yet, in addition to pow

change, power also plays a fundamental role in providing the political with a sense of security
that it lacksespecially when contrasted with the continuity of labour or the products of work.
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Power i s what springs up between people Oacti
a Habermasian sense, for it does not require any form of consensus) ar&lglebithe

experience that remains with us, and shared with us by those who have experienced the
unforgettable feeling of empowerment (of being part of something greater than just me), that is

the basis for stories for generations to come.

Power presems the public realm and the space of appearance, and as such it is also the
lifeblood of the human artifice, which, unless it is the scene of action and speech, and of
the web of human affairs and relationships and the stories engendered by them, lacks its
ultimater a i s o n(19& 204)r e

Due to its roots in plurality, power breeds power, thus further sustaining its own power. While

this is to be admired and encouraged as long as it remains connected to its source (both the
consenting and dissentinginjns), it seems to lack any safeguard against its transformation

into a |l ess desirable form of O6power 6. I n oth
developed as a response to totalitarian domination, it seems to have the potential to become

exacty that which it is intended to prevent. Power all too often seems to be on the verge of
overstepping an invisible boundary that is constantly in flux between the passion of plurality and

the violence of mob rule. Arendt considers this reality, which is\aw to the political.

It has always been a great temptation, for men of action no less than men of thought, to

find a substitute for action in the hope that the realm of human affairs may escape the
haphazardness and moral irresponsibility inhereatinp | ur al i ty of agents
speaking, they always amount to seeking sh
where one man, isolated from all others, remains master of his doings from beginning to

end. This attempt to replace acting with makis manifest in the whole body of

argument against O6democracy, ® which, the m
turn into an argument against the essentials of politics. (1958, 220)

Arendt thus accepts that plurality is the source of palipower, for better or worse, and yet this

does not prevent her from embracing it, putting her trust and hope in humanity. The inherent
6cheques and balancesd of Arendtds concept of
plurality and individual respontsiity. While this confidence in human nature is rooted in her

positive philosophical anthropology, almost in defiance of the horrors she herself experienced, it

iS not an easy position to maintain. Although we may attempt to avoid or deny this reality,

Arendt argues, we should not underestimate others or ourselves and this is the fundamental

political lesson she has to teach us.

So What Does This Have To Do With Peace?

Unli ke Clausewitz who views Owar as Arendtont i nu
views peace as the continuation of the political. Peace is the status quo of a vibrant political

space, one filled with difference and agonism from which all forms of violence are excluded.

The political is thus the means to secure peace. As Ararely presents her position in this

manner, it is up to her readers to develop this argument. In order to do so, we will take a closer

look at three pieces. THiest, written in 1950, entitted Peace or Ar mi stice in
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published inTheReview of Politicend is an analysis of the possibility of real peace in Palestine

and is as timely today as it was 60 years ago.s€eendwritten in 1963, entitle@®n

Revolution implicitly develops the argument that revolutions are expressionseopéace as

they are spaces of political empowerment. el piece is by Elisabeth Yourgruehl,

Arendt és friend and biographer, entitled 6The
speech delivered as the 2008 J. Glenn Gray Memorial Lectureancdhbgs t oget her Ar e
on statelessness and the issue of peace.

The only title of Arendtds extensive oeuvre t
revealing of her views on the relationship between peace and pblitiey are adversaries.
Politics may lead to the signing of an armistice, that is to the cessation of violence, but it cannot

|l ead to peace. An armistice is, according to
outsideo of which t herMddaeEasa ntdo o finmaonnye aosf ctohnecne
been acceptable to either sidebo (60).-11t is
down method of temporarily ending violence that never permeates down into the between and is

thus nothing but a precursorftour t her vi ol ence and war. By cont
the result of negotiation and compromise, not necessarily a program. Good relationships between

Jews and Arabs will depend upon a changed att
for mul aeo (60). I't is a horizontal -upabati on t
this Oupper echelondé is not essential to the
political space, and yet this space is not possible withow el at i onshi ps bet ween
war 0. I't is thus essential that relationships

between the people develop.

While this might seem like a naive fantasy, it is worth recalling that prior totéréerence of

the col onial Opower s 6, -enénees,datheyas Sammtid pedptedhbys we r
shared a great deal of culture and lived without extreme violence (this is equally true of Jews and
Poles for over 800 years prior to the Shoahis is also a view expressed by Judah L. Magnes,

once president of the Hebrew University, in a speech presented to theAngtacan

Committee of I nquiry i n 19Ad caoperatiwhis nottonlyhe c | ai
essential, itisalsopossice. The alternative is war. 6 While
idealism or a remnant of the past, there remain people today, such as Edward Said, who claim

that Jews and Palestinians have a shared history of exile and dispossession which ceuld be th

basis of solidarity which aligns it &édin our a
expatriates and i mmigrantsodé (2004).
According to Arendt, it was those on o6the out

of economics(alcai m t hat strikes me as even more true
visualize a close neighbor as a concrete human being has many explanations. Outstanding among
them is the economic structure of the country in which the Arab and the Jewis semrte
separated by, so to speak, watertight wall so
together, money was thrown at Israel by many Europe countries (trying to pay off their Shoah

guilt), the US and world Jewry. This economic wall is but oterle of what prevents real

peace from coming to thdiddle Easti a lack of shared projects whether political, cultural,
economic or other. AW th the exception of the
multi-religious area in Israel], notsingle common institution, not a single common political
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body has been built up on the basis of [ human
political can bring peace; by creating a space for the expression of hopes, desires, frustrations,
needsideas etc, in a newiolent manner, something sharedven if only disagreemernits

between adversaries. Without such a space, there can only be an armistice from above and no

real peace on the ground.

In the final section of her article, Arendt raisgsissue that is central @rigins and of the

utmost political importance today: the relationship between war and statelessness. The basic
right Arendt has always passionately argued i
ri ght s 6 abthisSfiundainentalywhoils down to is a right to have a community, to belong

to a shared space, to have a home in the world. Without this basic right, there are no others to
ensure your rights, one is alone in the world and such an existence is for, Areadtan. As

long as there are stateless people, those excluded from a shared space or community, there can be

no peace in the world.

The most realistic way to measure the cost to the peoples of the Near East of the events of
the past year is not by csalities, economic losses, war destruction or military victories

[all of which are the methods of calculation most used in politics], but by the political
changes, the most outstanding of which has been the creation of a new category of
homeless people, ehArab refugees. (76)

This claim reinforces that Ar einwbdethérdlumaroot i on of
divine but from the between. It is only when those who share a common geographical space,
whether by choice or necessity, are willing toateea shared space, willing to recognize each

otherds right to have rights, that peace is p
Oddly enough, it is this basic tenant of peace that Arendt claims is the lost treasure of the

revolutionary spirtOf t en over |l ooked by scholars interest
the introduction to this book entitled OWar a

from revolution on the basis of their relationships to power and freedom. dg¢h&aes justify

the use of violence to bring about peace and freedom, the revolutionary spirit is one that is
empowered by freedom and rejects violence (most often for the simple pragmatic reason that
they have less strength than those ruling them) andfdame to its public spirit, lead to peace.
Arendt seeks to demonstrate that the revolutionary spirit, which igintemt, has been lost

because of soci al guestions and the failure t
public happiness, amqu b | i ¢ s PWhileithis dight{y &tr&kés)many as nostalgic and
naugve, it nonetheless is worth considering Ar

warfare, the only hope for peace is a rediscovery of this revolutionary spirit.

Foreshadowig Mary Kaldor by a haitentury, Arendt argues that the nature of modern military
technology has led to the blurring of lines between military and civilian realms and the

possibility of total destruction. As such, governments and their militaries havédoeet to

make their goal the Andevel op[ ment of] weapons
will be ruled by a permanent state of fear because of the continued threat of violence, which
evidently makes any real peace impossible.
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The insight hat peace is the end of war, and that therefore a war is the preparation for
peace, is at least as old as Aristotle, and the pretence that the aim of an armament race is
to safeguard peace is even older, namely as old as the discovery of propaganda lies ..
(16)

It is clear that for Arendt all violence, whether by military means or the fear of a cold war, is
precisely what Clausewitz defined as pedd¢e question she raises is whether humanity as a

speciess capable of thinking beyond war, of thinkingrel peace#® Coul d it not be t
present perplexity in this matter indicates our lack of preparedness for a disappearance of war,
our inability to think ... without having in

While today almostallaer s are fought wusing the empowering
to demonstraté by returning to the beginning of revolutions of thd' t@nturyi that the spirit

and principle, that is now being abused by warfare, is that of freedofreedom pposed to

violence. What she shows in the roots of both revolutiodfisench and Americanis the

immense political power that both revolutions initially demonstrated (but quickly shattered) and

their ability to empower political change. In this sensenilt dreams of the lost treasure of the
revolutionary spirit as an alternative to wa
too read into the current rather hopeless confusion of issues and arguments a hopeful indication

that a profound chrge in international relations may be about to occur, namely, the

di sappearance of war from the scene of politi
partially blinded by nostalgia for the past and exceedingly sanguine given the grim reflities o

life in the 20" century, her argument remains persuasive: the alternatives are clear, fear and
annihilation or political peace. While the former may seem inevitable and is certainly the path we

are on, the latter only requires the recognition that wst ishiare the world with others who want

nothing but to feel at home in the world.

It is precisely in this vein that Elisabeth YouBguehl brings together the issues of statelessness

and peace. fAStatel essness i solticidlendkoevgridr oadbl oc
peaceo (3). The sanstpangikgaodrigraets intgeeverkl mead

that peace is not yet possible. All of these people lack a place to call home and the ability to have
community which means that therena@ns members of humanity who refuse to recognise the

ot herés right to be at home in the world. Pea
accept that when even one person does not have a home, no one should feel comfortable being at
home inthe world. What Arendt tries to demonstrate is that our fundamental relationality makes

it such that it is impossible to ever truly be at home in a world in which another is denied their
humanity.

She took off from the concrete experience that eacloper8 s humani ty i s derg
every personds (and thus every stateds) re
crime expelling persons or people from the

humanity is, in this sense, a microcosm of humgaityancient Talmudic belief]. (5)

While this is certainly true, | believe Arendt goes even further by demanding that we take
positive measures to bring about peace rather than simply refusing to do more harm. So what
does this political responsibility dals to do? We are called to create more shared political
spaces, to transform politics into the political, to protest, to dissent, to revolt, and to challenge
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those who refuse anyone the right to have rights. It is only by means of action that we surselve
are reconnected to others, to our human community, and able to avoid the greatest danger of our
timesi thoughtlessness. The banality of evil Arendt referred to in her controversial series of
arguments published &chmann in Jerusalemvas precisely hiability to disconnect himself

from other human beings, to dehumanise himself and others to the point that he no longer
recognised any human community. The political is the place and shared space in which we create
a human community and the hope of truageefor all those with whom we share the earth.

An Alternative to the Politics of Perpetual Peace
By now it is certainly clear how Arendtds app

Clausewitz (whether realists or just war theorists etc),thsiniot yet clear how her approach
di ffers from those with whom she shares the s

peace. While there is no doubt that Arendt wa
(his epistemological and monatitings to a lesser degree), and shared his dream of world peace,
her approach to peace is in fact a critique o

A

section, | will briefly considers three aspects of her critifjus, Ar endt 0 s atiandltyon of
assumes a basic heteronomy rather than autonomy as the latter prevents any real peace in her

view; second Arendt is highly critical of any approach to peace that does not challenge the
sovereignty of the natiestate;andthird, Kant &s whorrilglhtciada i zenshi pd dc
address the contemporary reality of stateless
understanding of peace (as well as to Derrida whose views in this regard are closely related).

Arendt s p e ac eapoweerraotegiointersubijeative radatiomality. What is perhaps
surprising is that power is in fact weakened by the idea/ideal of autonomy. As such, Arendt is
highly critical of Kantés prioritizatitoesn of a
characteristic Enlightenment thinking (on autonomy, individuality, independetwds

partially responsible for the rise of the private realm at the cost of a shared public space required
for the political. Peace cannot be created from in thedw®st if those individuals do not

experience and recognize themselves as fundamentally interdependent|atéer and as eo

creators and ceesponsible for the world. While Arendt appreciates individuality, she remains
highly critical of any approach tihe political (or the moral) that fails to recognize that the world

we live in is one of plurality rather than singularity. It is for this reason that peace can only arise
from within a space of plurality, a plurality that is heteronymous.

While this frst critique is what separates her from most liberal theorists, it is her view on
sovereignty that is most critical of Kantds v
to any form of state sover eiilemaigtoo fidnlylrootedf Kant
in the notion of statehood, a notion that can scarcely be separated from notions of nationalism.

Kant openderpetual Peacwith a phrase that fails to recognize exactly what foundation is

necessary for a real peace.

WE need ot try to decide whether this satirical inscription, (once found on a Dutch
innkeeper s signboard above the picture of
or at the rulers of states in particular, unwearying in their love of war, or perhapa only

the philosophers who cherish the sweet dream of perpetual peace. (1917, 106)
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It i s precisely Kantdés inability to different
general 6, a vertical peace cr bilasophet kinggythad t at e s
di stinguishes Ar en dltisoosly thedanerea hbrizamtal relatiosal vi si on.
political peace, that is worthy of pursuing. Kant remains unable to appreciate that peace must

arise between people and not between stétege his second (and third) definitive articles do

suggest some limits to the rights of the state, for Arendt the entire approach to the political rooted

in state sovereignty is one that fails to recognize that not only is this the cause of statelessness
which makes peace impossible, it is also because of our vertical model of politics based on the
statebds O6power d6 that we slenatiohthatdrawsusptethe ence a
private sphere and away from our fundamental relationalityp@h&dox Arendt describes in her

earliest writings is the following:

If the nationstate secures the rights of citizens, then surely it is a necessity; but if the
nationstate relies on nationalism and invariably produces massive numbers of stateless
peqle, it clearly needs to be opposed. If the nasitate is opposed, then what, if

anything, serves as its alternative? (Butler 2007, 25)

Her response to this paradox is one that is clearly inspired by Kant and yet nonetheless critical of

his failure to ecognise the dangerous link between nations and states, as well as his failure to
chall enge the 6powersd of states. Il nstead, sh
national sovereignty as well as any claims to individual sovereigotyy a feckration rooted in

plurality and relationality can bring about peace. In more concrete terms, she refers to a federated
JewishArab state and is highly critical of any form of nationalism, whether Zionist or

Palestinian. Defining the political by means ations or states destroys power in the name of
vertical Opowerd6 and | eads wus further away f
6Zionism Reconsideredd (1944), she argued fo
principles of Jewish sovegnty could only aggravate the problem of statelessness that had
become increasingly acute in the wake of the
Thus, as early as 1944, Arendt already foresaw what the future of the Middle East would be
without realpeace between Jews and Aratesdivided space defined by fear, statelessness and
violence.

r
r

Given that Kant could not have foreseen the tragic reality of statelessness today, he is to be
immeasurably applauded for even suggesting that there be a notrorisbcitizenship.

Nonethelesst does not fully address the contemporary reality of statelessness partially due to

the limitations of universal hospitality. While Derrida has rightly shown that any form of
unconditional hospitality is as impossibleiséimiting hospitality in the name of justice, Kant

fails not only to see the tension between this right of universal hospitality and state sovereignty,
but also how easily it i at least in the current centuryto dehumanize another or to transform
astranger into an enemy. While Kant sees the earth as by right shared by all human beings, and
the importance of learning to live on it together, he greatly limits the meaning of hospitality by
allowing states to refuse entry, to define the length and teferstry, and denying any

per manent right to hospitality. AHospitality
territory to be treat edishoyarighttdetreatedagaguestiot h o u t
which the stranger cdaycla m €& but he has a right ddwishvi si t a
Writings, as well as her 195Qrigins, clearly demonstrate the importance of challenging a states
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right to refuse, a states right to decide who is a guest, an enemy or stranger anortiaade pf

founding this right to have rights, this right to belong not on state sovereignty but on

intersubjective relationality, on a community of difference that arises from sharing a space and
creating a world together. While Kant appreciates the itapoe of horizontal relations in the

effort towards peace, he fails to realize the friction between the horizontal and the vertical. It is
precisely in Arendtds courage to challenge th
relational peacethasi not only free from the violence of
that prevent real peace.

Conclusions

Hannah Arendt once said 6You know the | eft th
think I am left or | am a maverick or Godlo ws what . And | must say th
dondédt think the real guestions of this centur
is precisely such an idiosyncratic response t

nointerested for such politics, rather she dedicated her life to the search for the political in the

name of real peace. She recognised that a sincere interest in peace called for a reflection that

went beyond the violent and speechless confines of warthiis latter realisation that brought

Arendt to develop a notion of the political rooted in power and plurality. Without her unique
approach to the political as a space of empow
adage rings true. Any peadefined by politics, defined by those who desire to maintain their
Opower 6, any peace Iituthas that of thdstaseandoteverbee x c | usi on
anything other than a precursor to war. What Arendt has clearly demonstrated is that real peace
must be fundamentally rooted in power, relationality and plurality. What is now essential is that
humanity realise that politics is a far cry from the political and that only together, in the between,

can we begin to change this.
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1While it is nearly impossible to find a moment in recorded history when one part of the globe was not

engaged in warfare, it is true that the windows of peace have differed significantly in terms of both length

and quality.

2 Dick Howard also helps to clarify this EPUUDOEUDOOwPi | Owi | whbUDUI UOw? UT 1 wi UEC
EawUl |l wxOOPUPEEOWPUwWOOUwWPUOUT Of wlOT 1T wOERNT EQwOi wl YI UAEEa w:

3 Ul OEUzZUwxT 1 0001 060001 PEEOwWOI UT OEwWwPDUWEWUOUUET woOi wuddi wc
some of her weaknesses. ... Thanks to it she focuses her attention on structures rather than formal features

and analyses activities and experiences as integral wholes. Further, she pays close attention to the

differences between activities and appreciates their distinctive character, thereby avoiding positivist

reductionism. Again she does not analyse concepts in the abstract but locates them in their experiential

contexts and uncovers the structures of underlying experiences. (Parekh 1981, 1823).

4 Furthermore, what is equally significant is that it both unites and differentiates individuals, a tense but

critical combination.

5 She refers to severalreaties that demonstrate this claim: the friendship treaty of 1919 between King

Feisel of Syria and Chaim Weizmann and the 1922 Jewish UEE wEOOI 1 Ul OEl wbOw" EPUOwW? P 1
showed themselves willing to agree to Jewish immigration within the limitation s of the economic

EExEEPUaA WOl w/ EOT UUDODI 2 wpA KB w

6 Analogously, she claims, in The Human Conditionthat the public political realm is being hollowed out

by the social.
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WHAT DOES A RECIPROCAL PEACE PROCESS LOOK LIKE? (Essay
Abstract

A peace process is a relationship between parties in conflict that aims to resolve or transform
existing discord. Pea processes usually involve group representatigtates, nations or

collectivities and they are commonly conceived of asdtéper or a Otrack oned
reality is that a peace process affects and therefore should include members from evefy face

the social world from the individual to the group and vice versa. But can a peace process build
relationships between societal levels? Reciprocities are human transactions that provoke future
interaction. A reciprocal peace process creates or sustaiiad ties between parties in discord.
Building upon Diamond and McDonal dbés conceptu
(1996) this paper contemplates what a reciprocal peace process looks like and considers if multi
track focused processes permitreation or transformation of positive relationships within the
peacemaking system.

PEACE PROCESS DEFINITIONS

The diplomatic and political efforts to negotiate a resolution to a conflict, esp.-atamdjng
conflict http://dictionary.reference.convwse/peace+process
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Any social process undertaken by governments who want their citizens to believe they are trying
to avoid armed hostilitielsttp://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?s=peace%20process

A situation wherein indigenous societies must tieg® permanent and legally binding issues
without being given anything with which to do so, usually by way of unelected officials
http://lwww.kabobfest.com/2011/07Atlietionary-of-u-s-political-speech.html

Introduction

Reciprocity a fundamental companmt altering relationships between individuals, groups or
nations in discord. Defined as fAthe evolutio
199) and the building block of fAsocial fabric
between parties that can remove social obstacles and encourage future cooperation (Andersen, et.
al., 2008). The following paper explores what impact reciprocity has in building peace? Can
societies, governments or otchadrl erde perneesne netsabt iavn
stimulate positive relationships using reciprocity?

Utilizing the social constructs of diplomacy envisioned by Diamond and McDonald in their book
OMuTtack Diplomacy: a systems approamdhowt o pea
multi-level peace processes utilize reciprocity. Once the parameters of reciprocity have been
determined this paper will investigate nine international peace processes to evaluate whether or

not the bonds of affective relationships have beencreatedl i f t her et rackpace
diplomacy for reciprocity.

Because fAonly one person need perceive confli
modern discord between persons, groups or nations can be conceived of as a perception that
signifies a lack of, or, breakdown in relationship. Lederach considers that conflicts are a form of

dysfunctional relationship but that a O6damage
but instrumental in its ultimate resolution. He posits thadireng a dysfunctional relationship

can occur as | ong as the reconciliation is #fb
with each other as humanso (Lederach, 1997, p

can shift gears repeatgdbvert i me but oOr el ationshipd as a conc
exchanges that transpire between parties that allow for an endless possibility of transforming

human interaction (Saunders, 1999). Neverthe
problematic when forms of conflict resolution such as dialogue or mediation, are disabled by
Obrokend relationships that | ead to very mini

relationships is to stimulate positive encounters to instigateiostigate cotact constructively.

Conceptualizing Violence

A common reason that relationships break down is the presence, incidence or perception of
violence. Violence can include actions that result in physical harm (direct), structural (indirect)
violence such as sicrimination or oppression and culturally condoned aggression, either direct
or indirect in nature (Galtung 1990). Violence leads to negative relationships and constructive
relationships that foster positive interactions are often lacking once a coaflibebome
established. Because conflict can be conceived of as rational or sydnbeéking resources or
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recognitio® or both (Lebovic, 2003), transforming conflict is challenging and many attempts
can falter. Attempting to transform negative relationsimps positive relationships might mean
avoiding both the rational and symbolic forms of the conflict and instead focusing on the human
relationships themselves.

What is a Peace Process?

The phrase Opeace processoO hwhishsepsaretakeroto r ef er
resolve a difficult conflict (Quandt, 2005). A peace process seeks to contribute to conflict
transformation in an existing theatre of discord where perhaps both, perhaps one or perhaps
neither party is Zatmahy200)r 6ri ped for change (

Peace processes can involve encounter, dialogue, resolutions or restraint and many are modeled
on dispute resolution techniques that use mediation, negotiation, diplomacy, and cooperation to
solve problems with equal parts empathy andréiseness (Saunders, 1999). Peace processes

are neither timdound nor cyclical and many attempts may be required. Peace processes can be
derailed by spoilefs individuals or organizations invested in continued discord or only partial
(negative) peace (Gahg, 1996; MacGinty, 2006). And, peace processes are frequently
organi zed i n dttrack Iros diptofatid®d processesandairifodbmal components and
practices that seek to alter public perception and intergroup relationships (Diamond &

McDonald, D96).

Di amond and McDonald conceive of a nine | evel
tracksé of diplomacy: governments (track 1),
(track 3), private citizens (track 4), education/training (tracka&jivism (track 6), religion (track

7)), funding (track 8) and t he me dtiraa cckodbmnsuynsitcean

recognizes that peace is impacted by both formal and informal processes and by groups and
individuals in a variety of commiity roles from a variety of social perspectives. In the multi

track system peace processes occur from myriad directions and contribute to goals of

reconciliation and welbeing. Diamond and McDonald envision that peacemaking is a system,

Afa complmx loirlgana sfamilyé[with] different par:
and their analysis seeks to recognize the value of building peace at all levels of society between
individuals, groups, genders, and cultures. Importantly, they illuminate thesiiosof

6shared culturedéd and the difficulty crossing
While a track 3 enterprise may want to create a profit to uplift marginalized communities a track

1 initiative may want a peace accord that mped international actors to behave. As those on

track 7 see their role in terms of spiritual wiedling a track 6 group may be more interested in

empty bellies and bleeding injuries than divinities. Despite such-tadschallenges, Diamond

and McDonal identify that there is among all levels a shared commitment that motivates

individuals or groups from every track and that although the system is uncoordinated and tracks
act independently it neverthel esbuldngmaces a #fp
(1996, p. 17).

In Multi-Track Diplomacy1996) Diamond and McDonald identify how a multitude of social

actors can contribute to peacemaking and they recognize that making peace includes the insight
that peace processes occur all arounish msyriad incarnations. A peace process is indeed a
Oprocessd a set of incremental steps that eit
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while Diamond and McDonald (1996) recognize the importance of relationships in

peacemaking indeed they careive of their systems approach as an interactivity of

relationshipd t hey envi sion oO0di plomacyd6 as the main s
and connectivity. They imagine diplomacy as a practice that can be utilized by a variety of actors

to formrelationships and then expedite an intention or objective. Diplomacy differs from

reciprocity in one very important way. Diplomacy is a systematic, interactive process that uses
relationship to attain an objective. In reciprocity, the relationship igahé Diamond and

McDonald imagine that the use of diplomacy leads to an increase in peace. They perceive that

positive peace IS not something you can measu
aneverc hanging condi t itobeaccamplishedby a certain date tout a vEsion,
a direction in which to head, one step at a t

transformation, diplomacy sets out to use relationship as a way to build peace. As a tool of
connectivity reciprocity ats out build relationship, to impact discord and possibly prevent future
conflict altogether.

Reciprocity

Reciprocity is a social medium that exchanges aid (actions or resources) in the present for
cooperation in the future (Molm, 2010). Through reagigosocial ties between strangers

become stronger and reciprocity becomes an 0a
others) favors, resources or privileges that benefit the individual, group, society or the world at

large. In laypersonstems and game theory scholarship reci|
scratch my back and | will scratch yourso met
more to the art of reciprocity in social functions than merely being a social mediexchange,

gratitude, indebtedness and obligation. Reciprocity breeds reciprocity. Social psychology

illumines that the role of reciprocity in social interactions actually creates the conditions for the

return of behaviors and attitudes (Larson, 1988)end in itself, the art of reciprocity uses an

exchange of benefits to secure and stimulate future interaction. Once a reciprocal bond is created

a relationship results and as the foundation of human social interaction reciprocity not only

fosters constictive interaction in the present but it may act to inhibit destructive relations in the

future.

Reciprocity can be positive or negative, direct or indirect, instrumental or symbolic (Molm et.al.
2007). Positive reciprocity is considered cooperativekamd while negative reciprocity is
punitive and includes acts fAof harming those
Analysisoflongt er m confl i cts will often involve popu
activities perceived of asalent and destructive by one side of the conflict and therefore
justifying or necessitthissowedidhiz®bal ndeedy &abeias
negative reciprocity is evident when investigating how past experiences and pressptigresc

frame interactions between parties. Negative reciprocity, although destructive and retributive

does signal the existence of a relationship and the goal in a relationship of negative reciprocity is

to stop damaging interaction immediately and cbotg only constructive benefits going

forward.

Direct forms of reciprocity involve exchanges of benefits between parties while in indirect
reciprocity an actor who receives a benefit m
and benefit othes (Molm et. al., 2007). In a direct reciprocal relationship the primary parties
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exchange and benefit from a closed circle of prosperity while in indirect relationships the
recipients can include outside individuals. While direct reciprocity can be seemtate
relationships between individuals indirect reciprocity has a wider pool of beneficiaries. In global
discords where notions of history and civilization transpire, indirect reciprocity may have a
greater impact on conflict by conceiving of thegeof exchange, as it does, to include and
therefore benefit outsiders. Indirect reciprocity can here be considered a way of broadening
relationships of direct reciprocity to impact, include and encounter others.

Instrumental reciprocity referstotherint nsi ¢ 6val uedé6 of a benefit (

monetarily or in terms of its wutilitarian gqua
alternately be reciprocated with exchanges more or less generous than the original benefit or
equalto theoriginal benefit r eat i ng-l @aoki ogw@dod equil i brium)o

al., 2011, p.1)symbolic reciprocity refers to:

The value conveyed by the act of reciprocity i
by conveying inbrmation about the partner and relationship. This information allows actors to

make inferences about the partnero6s intentions
partner. Information also conveys sentiments that create affective bonds (Malmz£07,

p.201).

In a peace process, the symbolic value of a reciprocal benefit is important because

although instrument al reciprocity is valwuable
(Lederach, 2005, p.35) between parties when forming relationslyipolic reciprocity
carries along with it significance fAover
providedo (Molm et. al., 2007, p.201) <cre
feelings of commit ment o/mbolMdcetiprocity adhereatb . , 20
important cultural traits of understanding that see positive gestures as valuable and
perhaps even more valuable that the item of e
the thought that c oentatnsadifestatoh. a parti cul ar i ns

In order for a reciprocal benefit to be considered symbolic it requires three qualities: it

has to be a lonterm exchange of benefits, there must be a sense of uncertainty regarding

a return of benefits and it must be deliberatel(et.al. 2007). When exchanges are

uncertain, voluntary and occurring over a period of time reciprocal benefits obtain

symbolic value resulting in solidarity, affective regard and social bonding. That
uncertaintyd becomes i ¢vdlcahfn mucradbas et yosvih
through action and the possibility of future beneficial interaction strengthens the bond of

beneficial relationship.

The importance of beneficial relationships to transforming conflict lies in the value of previous

sc i al i nteractions. We are, fisocial creatures
earlier behavior of specific individuals, and to reward or punish them contingent on earlier
behavioro (Friedman & Ni r virdadonship & héf@yreisp. 156) .
contingent upon interactions in the past. Therefore, in order to transform conflict, instigating and
sustaining positive reciprocity is critical to forming and maintaining relationships.

Conflict transformatiiladnngiirel acconsti @ bet wee
(Lederach, 1997, p.34) and reciprocity is a direct contributor to the creation of affective
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social bonds and new and stronger relationships. Peace builders focus on relationships
because fit ca of maosfoanation bly ehangirgtthe way people

interacbby f ocusing on the i nt er aWhenineractiont sel f o (S
is cooperative and caring it can be termed positive reciprocity but when interactions are

violent they almost certainiyesult in more violence (negative reciprocity).

Conflicts come in various forms and contain many types of violence.

Violence can be distinguished by its scale, such as interpersonal or collective violence; by the
social space in which it occurs, suchwv@olence in the home or in the public sphere; by its

motivating force, such as O06domesticdé, politica
intentionality, which contrasts direct violence with indirect structural violence (Brewer, 2010,
p.16).

Because conflict contains some or many forms of violence when seeking peace it may be
useful to focus on future nonviolent interactions rather than past violent actions. A peace

process seeks to firestore theatunctonimgcti ve ti ss
societyo (Saunders, 1999, p. 26). However, a p
negotiating social values of exchange in orde

between adversaries and as such may focus on interests instead of issuttke areshtse
instead of relationships (Saunders, 1999, p.85.).

A Reciprocal Peace Process

A reciprocal peace process does not result in a contract or negotiated settlement, rather, it
forms beneficial partnershipsompriorRuncondi ti on
antagonisms and form loftgrm positive regard resulting in continued constructive

interaction (Kolm, 2008, p.17). If a peace process is to be considered reciprocal it has to

include a number of features: it has to seek or result in atéwngelationship, it has to

provide benefit to those targeted in the reciprocal exchange and it has to contribute to the

goal s of positive peace and therefore not onl
to prevent future violence (Galtung 1996).

Thereare thousands of peace processes that seek or have sought to contribute to making peace.
In the following section this paper will briefly describe the parameters of nine different peace
processes to investigate whether they can be considered reciprasappaaesses. While the

scope of this paper does not allow for an exhaustive exploration of each peace process the goal
of this analysis is to identify the main actors, intentions, instruments and outcomes of these
processes. While many organizations aoitectives seek to foster development and abelhg

in places of poverty and limited infrastructure the following peace processes have been selected
because they are active in areas with prior or ongoingatiteic/national violent conflict.

Track 1-Governmetns: Dayton Accords (Bosnia)

Actors

The Bosnian war erupted in 1992 as a result of the breakup of the former Yugoslav Republic.
The war lasted for three years and combatant groups emerged from threpatitimalist

groups: Orthodox Christian Serliatholic Croats and Muslim Bosniaks. The territorial goals of
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the war pitted the Serb Army, Army of Republika Srpska, against a coalition of Croats and
Bosniaks, the Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The conflict was bloody, often
targeting evilians and involved ethnic cleansing and rape camps.

Intentions

As the Serbs were seen as the aggressors in the war the Dayton Accords (1995) sought to end the
Bosnian conflict and to bring political stability to the territory of BodA&rzegovina. Ta

intention of this peace accord was to end the military confrontations, stop civilian attacks and set
up two distinct units within Bosnia Republika Srpska and the Federation of Bosnia

Herzegovina in order to separate and stabilize the warring ethnic gtoup

Instruments

Several international actors created a contact group that arranged for the warring factions to meet

in Dayton, Ohio and discuss the parameters of a peace accord. Peace talks were mobilized by
participants from NATO, the EU, Russia and A and included the President of Serbia

(Sl obodan Milogevil), Cro#deraergbFianj 6 ATuf mah
and American Secretary of State Warren Christopher.

Outcomes

The Dayton Accords ended violence in Bosnia and resulted itetirathnic harmony between

the former combatants. The three etmadionalist groups involved in the dispute are even more
separate than prior to the conflict, few ethnic refugees have been able to return home and less
than 10% of war criminals have besmested. The Dayton Accords stopped the armed conflict
but have done little to transform ethnic animosity or produce a harmonious multiethnic state.

Track 2-Professionals: Truth and Reconciliation Commission (South Africa)

Actors

The Truth and Reconcilimn Commission (TRC) was set up in Cape Town, South Africa to
provide a venue of testimony for both victims and perpetrators of the Apé@rttiedacial
segregation of whites and blacks in South Africa. In addition to allowing speakers to bear
witness to lheir experiences the TRC worked through three different restorative justice groups:
The Human Rights Violations Committee, the Amnesty Committee and the Reparation and
Rehabilitation Committee.

Intentions

The goal of the TRC was to work toward recontiia between victims and perpetrators of the
Apartheid system, to allow offenders to ask for forgiveness and to empower the victims of
Apartheid to become active participants in community restoration. The TRC conducted their
investigations in public and we permitted the legal right to grant amnesty to criminals who
confessed their offenses. The intention of the TRC was to work toward national unity in a
country that had experienced decades of racial division and violence.

Instruments

South Africa passedhe Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation Act in 1995 as a legal
mandate to provide restorative justice in papartheid South Africa. The committees were set
up to aid the victims of racial aggression, investigate human rights abuses andderconsi
amnesty applications from the perpetrators of violence.

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page75



ISSN: 21510806

Outcomes

Choosing to take a reparative approach to-ppstrtheid justice instead of a punitive

style resulted in the opportunity for individuals to share their experiences, their truths and
thuscreate a public record of the atrocities. The TRC has been criticized as a vehicle for
testimony rather than justice however, it was instrumental in transitioning from the
Apartheid regime to a democratic South Africa and as it stands as the first wélitle

kind it was successful in helping some people put away the violence past to build a more
peaceful future.

Track 3-Commerce/Business: Path to Peace (Rwanda)

Actors

Rwanda Path to Peace is a fofit organization that includes the United Nationw&epment

Fund for Women (UNIFEM) businesswomen from the United States and Rwandan weavers,
some from the association of genocide widows, to produce and sell traditional Rwandan baskets
at Macy® an American department store.

Intentions

The Rwanda Path t®eace group strives to provide income to rural women in Rwanda and seeks

to uplift the economy of Rwanda (and the livelihoods of women, girls and their families) through

a mandate of oO0trade not aid. & The -cusihgltheitt i ve
enterprise to profit personally and normalize irdgdhmic relations in their weaving groups.

Instruments

This organization partners with local Rwandan women weavers to make and transport
baskets to sell both in store and online. The womerntleddaughters make traditional
sweet grass baskets and Macys sells them and then redistributes a portion of the profit
back to the individual weavers.

Outcomes

Rwanda Path to Peace is one of many peace building enterprises that seeks to use
local/globalentrepreneurship to both support local development and transform previously
isolating village based commerce to find new and profitable markets. This project
reports that it employs several thousand women and contributes to the livelihoods and
well-being d thousands of Rwandan citizens. The peace baskets are made by women
from both Hutu and Tutsi backgrounds and have lifted thousands of families out of
poverty.

Track 4-Private Citizens: The Sulha Peace Project (Israel/ Palestine)

Actors

The Sulha Peace éject (SPP) is a citizen based encounter group that brings Israelis and

Pal estinians together in Israel and the West
of ull humanity. 6 SPP includes West Bank Pal es

Nablus and Israelis from Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, from kibbutzim and development towns. The
SPP welcomes patrticipants from both religious and secular.
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Intentions
The goals of the Sul ha Peace Project are oO0to
angui sh, and to open a common space of curi osi

dissimilar ethnic communities as fully human. The intention of SPP is to soften hearts in a region
hardened by years of violence and suffering.

Instruments
The Projetorganizes meetings throughout the year and has been conducting togetherness groups
for over twelve years. The meetings include m

in primal acts of togetherness that include food, music and persstiaidry and shelter

practices that create space for workshops and encounter. These processes bring diverse groups
together along and among the tapestry of identities within the region. SPP conducts youth
projects that bring Israeli and Palestinian young suwed women together prior to Israeli military
service and seek to build bridges between ethnic groups, genders and age groups.

Outcomes

SPP patrticipants relate the outcome of their participation in personal testimony such as: "My

image of the Jewish pe@plvas that they are my enemy and want to kill me no matter what. Now

| like to build relationships with those people, and work together on changing each side's hostile
perception of the other side," and rididei ng tog
mistrust are the same for the Palestinian Arab and the Jew in our country and anywhere in the
world. The youth, the work and the egalitarian meeting that we've had have empowered my wish

to work for peace. 0

Track 5-Education/Training: Peacebuilding & Development Institute (Sri Lanka)

Actors

The Peacebuilding and Development Institute in Sri Lanka (BBPis an organization that
partners with CordAid, Columbo University and International Alert Sri Lanka to provide
regional training, courses and leargiopportunities to South Asians working towards peace.
Taught by quality academics and practitioners, the organization provides regional training for
adults and youth and utilizes local field professionals and regional experts.

Intentions

PBD-SL works b provide training programs for South Asian NGOs that supeatebuilding

practices, training and research. This tiered initiative seeks to respond to regional actors involved
in fostering peace and development by supplying training and practical mddatleow
participants to oOolive their | earningdé on the
possible. The goals of PBBL are to share practical expertise and conduct research that analyses
organizational effectiveness.

Instruments

PBD-SL dfers core and specialized courses throughout the year in Sri Lanka that incorporate
theoretical foundations and practical applications. Geared toward capacity building, the courses
offered by PBBSL are offered by professionals from a variety of field$uding: mental health,
economics, gender integration, monitoring and evaluation, peacebuilding, development and
advocacy. General courses are offered in Sri Lanka as well as specialized courses throughout
South Asia.
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Outcomes

Started in 2009 the organt&zan does not communicate their impact in their literature. They
assert: O6Practical I n approach and based on t
and learning programmes go beyond understanding what is involved in peacebuilding and

devd opment to knowing how to do it and to do i

Track 6-Activism: The Ulster Project (Northern Ireland)

Actors

The Ulster Project is a Christian based peace activist group that seeks to expose teens from
Northern Ireland to the American melting potdahgh cultural exchanges. In these exchanges

Northern Irish Youth between the ages of 14 amiidéh al f Cat hol i ¢ and half
gi r | s a nashdareaaccomnibdatoaséwith American host families.

Intentions

The project seeks to trigger changehe youth of Northern Ireland by giving them experiences
of cultural encounter and peacemaking. The US, as a safe environment, provides a space of
training and education that encourages Northern Irish teens to meet American youth, bridge
cultural divices, eradicate militancy and behave nonviolently.

Instruments

Youth are sent to the US to stay with host families that share their confessional group and they
participate with adult counselors from Northern Ireland who facilitate month long peace training:
6The entire group of Northern Irish and Amer:i
including encounter sessions, social activities, community service projects, and Christian

A

worship. o6

Outcomes

The Ul ster projects pr ocNodahermiselandinave parGcPateslr 8, 00
overall through the end of the 2012 Project, and, to our knowledge, none have ever became
paramilitary on either sidéoreover, the number of graduates from Northern Ireland is
increasing by about 400 each year. 0

Track 7-Religion: The Interfaith Peace Project (USA)

Actors
The Interfaith Peace Project (IPP) is an American NGO and religious encounter group that
invites educators and faitbased practitioners to form inter and irta&th based learning groups.

Intentions

The IPP seeks to use spirituality as a platform for learning about peoples and practices from
other faiths. Its goals include fostering tolerance, understanding and peace by celebrating the
diversity of faith and the unity of humanity.

Instruments

ThelPP creates learning spaces in formal and informal settings that include encounter groups,
interfaith learning, dialogue sessions, pilgrimage, youth and child peace outreach and resource
rooms where interested participants can learn about peace fronety @areligious traditions.
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The IPP is active internationally and has an interfaith resource center based in Antioch
California.

Outcomes

Yearly newsletters from the IPP showcase events and meetings that give testimonies to the
success of the project ilcling reflection from participants of interfaith encounters with Native
America, Sufi, Yogic, Sikh and Christian traditions. Participants share their gratitude and
learning about the ways of others.

Track 8-Funding: The United Nations Peacebuilding Fund GLOBAL)

Actors

The United Nations Peacebuilding Fund (UNPF) support peacebuilding operations in 22
countries. This mukdonor global fund provides money for pasinflict initiatives that provide
critical peacebuilding infrastructure. The UNPF supporbgegts in Africa, Asia, South Pacific
and the Americas. Financial support comes from UN member nations and international donor
agencies.

Intentions

The UNFP provides four important activities for building peace: peace agreements, coexistence
training, eonomic development and human and technical capacity building with a particular
interest in gender mainstreaming and supporting human rights. The fund seeks to deliver short,
medium and longerm support to stimulate peace initiatives immediately-posflict and

before larger donor supports can be secured.

Instruments

Projects vary from one locale to another but commonly funded initiatives include counseling
services, (psychological, social, financial, legal) health clinics, documentation assistance,
election support, dialogue and conflict resolution preparation, employment assistance (adult and
youth), victim recognition and human rights training.

Outcomes

The UNFP has supports innovative pilot peace projects and contributed tebpédireg in

every bcation in which they operate. This fund supports national capacity building, employment,
education, disarmament, and liaison by working with governments, donor agencies and civil
society groups. Some criticism has emerged that gender mainstreamingmstéiatve limited
expressions on the ground and that local partners are often unaware of the structure and identity
of UNFP funded projects.

Track 9-Communications: Media for Peace (NEPAL)

Actors

Media for Peace (MFP) is a multicultural radio station (Badpal) and democracy advocacy
resource group. MFP is an inlgovernmental collective including the Nepal Ministry of

Information and the Japan International Cooperation Agency that schedules religious, economic,
democratic, musical, cultural, local arejional news information. The Radio Nepal broadcasts

are created in cooperation with Asia Pacific Broadcasting Union andPasiéic Institute for
Broadcasting Development.
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Intentions
The MFP project wants uses communications media to support peargpaid democracy in
Nepal. MFP seeks to provide timely and accurate information to people in Nepal about Nepal.

0This project is positioned within Japanbs pr
create an accurate, impartial and fair medialferdemocratization process through the revision

of media policy and developing the capacity o
Instruments

Using radio broadcasts and online streaming MFP provides access and programming content for
Radio Nepal. Radio Nepal broadcasts by shortensnd FM radio to 80% of the Nepal and is
available byinternetbroadband and WIFI where available. Radio Nepal broadcasts in English,
Sanskrit and Nepali.

Outcomes

Launched in 2011 as a way of addressing misinformation regarding the peace processjpntergr
rivalry and the constitutional progress the MFP initiative has yet to list impact testimonials on
their website.

Evaluating Reciprocity

In order for a peace process to achieve symipetiprocity itmust either seeking or resulting in

a longterm elationship, it has to provide benefit to those targeted in the reciprocal exchange and
it has to contribute to the goals of positive peace and act to prevent future violence. By these
standards only one of the aforementioned peace processes is a repgaoegrocesses.

Several peace processes provide benefits and all contribute to positive peace and a reduction in
violence but only the Track 4 Sulha Peace Project (Israel/Palestine) seeks to creteriong

bridge building between cultures, commuasti and individuals through frequent encounters and
commitment to peace. The Ulster Project has-@ng goals but there is no evidence that the

cultural exchanges are repeated. Therefore, the Sulha Peace Project, because it has been running
for over a deade and functions to create space for an exchange to benefits in frequent and
ongoing encounters creates affective reciprocal bonds. In addition, because Sulha exchanges are
uncertain, voluntary and occurring over a period of time they obtain symbapecoes value.

The value of these gatherings is greater than the meal or companionship or engagement of

6ot herhood, 6 participants of the Sul ha Peace
two groups who have endured decades of ethnic confiictreerefore they are forging the

relationships of the future, in peace.
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Evaluating Multi -Track Peace Processes for Reciprocity

Creates a longterm Provides a Reciprocal  Contributes to Positive
Relationship Benefit Peace

Track 1 Dayton Accords

BOSNIA a

Track 2 Truth and Reconciliatior|
Commission
SOUTH AFRICA

Track 3 Rwanda Baskets
RWANDA

Track 4 Sulha Peace Proje(
ISRAELI/PALESTINE a

Track 5 Peacebuilding anBevelopment|
Institute
SRI LANKA

Tracké The Ulster Project NORTHERN
IRELAND

v D

Track 7 The Interfaith Peace Projet
USA

Track 8 The United Nationg
Peacebuilding Func
GLOBAL

QD

Track 9 Media for Peace

NEPAL a

QLD DD

Reciprocal Peace Praxis

The goal of much Peace & Conflict Studies scholarship is to put the kn@ngadiged from
academic inquiry into actiori-eirg 2003). This process is described as paxigen

information becomes a foundation for accomplishing something transformative. The goal of this
short inquiry into the role of reciprocity in several incaimat of peace processes is to identify
signposts of positive reciprocity that build relationships and that could be used going forward to
enhance, stimulate or generate peace. The following practices form a reciprocity triangle:

Figure 1 Reciprocity Triangle
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Peace processes may seek different outcomes or achievements depending upon which track they
position themselves but positive reciprocal relationships can be a valuable consequence of any
engagement. The results can not only contribute to preseminstances but can inhibit future
incarnations of violence. Adding reciprocal peace practices to any peace process becomes
important peace praxis by taking what we know about human interaction and using it to

contribute to peace.

Conclusions

The goalof a reciprocal peace project involve creating a relationship between parties in discord.
Reciprocal benefits are seen in this analysis to include information, affection, justice, security,
recognition, compassion and understanding. As peace processgalipatieom a variety of

social standpoints arenas for impacting conflict and fostering peace are limitless. Reciprocal
peace processes create relationships through an exchange of benefits overtime resulting in
positive regard. Future peace processeslmagfit from identifying opportunities to create
constructive relationships with direct or indirect partners with an aim to maintain a positive
relationship for the longerm.

While many of the peace processes surveyed in this paper contribute tocpestogeg longterm
positive peace will require more than legal agreements, fractional justice, economic prosperity or
information it requires that social bonds be strengthened and for those who seek social,
international or ethnic harmony to approach ometlaer as full partners in peace. If peace

processes are evaluated according to their &p

exist to utilize the power of reciprocity to mend social fabrics frayed by conflict.
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Abstract

Our aim in this article is to articulate and consider a number of questions concerning the future
purpose, scope, and practice of peace studies. Our premise, set out in the first section, is that the
current era of growth and globaliga will necessarily give way to some degree of social and

economic contraction, as the limits to growth implied by the interacting forces of ecological

change and resource dependency are encountered. Against this background, we suggest that
Opeaceeftwlt ioochad coul d be an appropriate concept
future challenges associated with building more sustainable forms of society in a context of

0l essdé6. The remainder of t he papgeghe meaninglfs t hr o
Opeaceful adaptation', and the potenti al rol e
account the need for peace studies not only to study and contribute to adaptation processes, but

to also to respond to the prospect that cursgstems for knowledge production, dissemination

and maintenance may themselves be vulnerable. In each section, we point to examples of
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existing work that provide promising starting points for engagement, but also highlight some
issues and questions thaea further attention, especially from the more normative standpoint(s)
of Opeaceb.

Introduction

Peace studies emerged as a formal area of academic research and education in the period
following the end of World War I{Dunn, 200%. The traumatic experience of two "World Wars'

in the early part of the century prompted a determination to undersigduses of war, in the

hope that this knowledge could improve prospects for a more peaceful future. This was reflected
in the creation of a number of academic institutes dedicated to the study of violence and peace,
supported also by specialist journatsd associations. Peace research has changed considerably
since its founding, evolvingas Peter Wallerstein suggests response to other ‘traumas’ or
challenges of the twentieth centf/allensteen, 2007, pp-8d. From the relatively 'narrow'

concern with war causation, the peace research agenda has broadeneersifie dli

particularly following the end of the Cold War.

Among the many obstacles to peace in the 21st century, two developments arguably deserve
particular attention, given their potential to significantly transform the world we inhabit:
irreversiblechange to ecosystems, including (but not only) the climate system, caused by human
activity (K. L. Anderson & Bows, 200&K. L. Anderson & A. Bows, 2021, IRichardson &

Steffen, 2009Rockstrom et al., 20Q0%teffen, 204); and the end of the era of abundant, cheap
energy (referred to as ‘peak ofRichard Heinberg & Lerch, 201&orovitz, 201Q Morrigan,

2010. Both trends, we suggest below, bring into question some major (Western) assumptions of
the last two centuriésthose of materialism, limitless growth, uninterruptechinological
development, and continugtbbalization(lllich, 1992 NEF, 2010 Worster, 1993, pp. 203

219. Both trends have the potential not only to amplify or reconfigure existing problems of
violence, but also create new challenges, particularly those associated with adaptation to a less
benign climate system, andttviaddressing an unprecedented dependency on energy in the
context of 'peak oifDodds, Higham, & Sherman, 2009\s such, it can be argued that the
challenge of building peace this century will be different from the pursuit of peace in@n era
relative abundance, where belief in the possibility of material and social progress could be more
easily sustained.

While ecological change and peak oil are, without doubt, two of the most important emerging
challenges this century, peace researcherih relatively few exceptior{slomerDixon, 2006

Klare, 2012 have yet to respond fully to their implicati® Peak oil, in particular, has received

scant attention to date, though it is, we suggest, rapidly becoming a more mainstream concern in
other spherédsOne intention in this paper is to explain why we believe peace research needs to

! In the last fev years there have been reports from (or for) the IMF, the IEA, a German defence think tank, a

coalion2 ¥ ! Y o0dzaAyS&da 2NHIyAadaldGAzyazr FyR GKS bDh WDf20olf 2
2Af Q HopRmdieSeidction on its imptations. David King, former chief scientist for the UK government,

published ararticle in the journal Nature in 2012, providing further evidence that this issue has gone mainstream.

See: JaromiBenes, Marcelle Chauvet, Ondra Kamenik, Michael Kumhofjl@ouaxton, Susanna Mursula and

WI O1 { SfCAKBMNBa @RS hAfY DS2f23& @GSNhdza ¢SOKy2f238¢d LacC
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be more fully inforned by an awareness of ecological change and peak oil, and what these trends
might imply for the meaning of and prospects for pédaard peace researein the decades
ahead.

The paper begins with a discussiughtnandbas t he con
expressed more recently in 6peak oil &6 discour
scenarios implied by climate change and resource depletion, and the increasing importance of
Opeaceful adaptati on 0 intbady o theophperiisrthgn concenngd with o n s .
a series of questions addressed to peace studies, with the aim of reflecting on the purpose, scope
and practice of research and education in rel
adaptation'. Qestions cover a range of themes, from the meaning and conditions for peaceful
adaptation and the kinds of knowledge and skills that might be needed to the sustainability of

efforts to build and maintain peaceful structures in the future. We attempighiordyto show

that there is a great deal of relevant work already in existence, and suggest ways in which this

work can connect with and contribute to peace studies.

Limits to Growth

The idea that there are limits to the expansion of human populatidor am the extension of the
industrial mode of society across the globe is by no means new, though it is often contested.
Concern about the damaging impactéolustrializationandglobalizationemerged even as

these processes were in their early stafgegxample in the works of John Ruskin, Karl Marx,

and Henry Thorea(Foster, Clark, & York, 2010 These concerns were taken up by the

emerging field of ecology, and amplified in the rR2dth cetury environmental movement
represented by figures like Rachel Carson, James Lovelock, Eugene and Howard Odum as
evidence mounted of the polluting effects of modern so€Wiyrster, 1993 A recurring motif is

a concern tht the exploitation of nature for human ends may exceed nature's capacity to renew
itself, with the result that human interests, health andbeiig might also suffer in the process.

In this perspective, the fundamental limit to human activity, partigudetivity that involves
extraction from or pollution of nature, is set by the same ecological systems upon which human
life ultimately depends. For human (and other) life to be sustainable, these limits must be
recognizedand respected.

This idea oflimits’ found very clear and influential expression in the watwn 'limits to

growth' study of 197@leadows & Club of Rome., 197RMeadows, Randers, & Meadows,

20049) This was the first attempt to use computers to model future scenarios reflecting key trends

of population growth, resource consumption, and environmental degradation. The study

suggested that, if trels continued along a particular path, the human population would exceed

the earth's carrying capacity someti me around
growthoé study received much critici wudesat t he

AgencyWorld Energyutlook 2010http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org; Bundeswehr Transformation Centre,

G ! NJY S Rs, @gaNililiénd Technologies in the 21st Century: Environmental Dimensions of

{ SOdzNA (& ¢ = { ( NI dza ewsvNEhTumbahsib8ndtioshuhdeswahrde ITPOES, The Oil Crunch: A

wakeup call for the UK economy Indust§econd report of the UK Indtry Taskforce on Peak Oil & Energy

Security, February 2010; Global Witnddsads irthe Sand: Governments ignore the oil supply crunch and threaten

the climatg October 2009WI YSa adzZNN} & | yR 5F @A R YA Wade 26th Jatay ¢ A LILIA y 3
2012.
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(and subsequent updates) have been shown to be remarkably p{ésesaws et al., 20Q4as
the next section suggests.

The most recent, and perhaps most compelling versiarliafits' discourse appeared in 2009, in
the concept of 'planetary boundari@deklett et al., 201pRockstromet al., 2009. Leading

scientists are attempting to identify 'safety thresholds' in nine key areas, including the climate
system, the oceans, soil and biodiversity. These thresholds indicate the point at which
disturbance to a system might set in moaarange of feedback mechanisms, causing the system
to change fundamentally and irreversibly, with profound implications for all forms of life that
depend on ifAdgeret al., 201) For example, climate scientists are concerned that a rise in
global temperatures above 2 degrees (and possibly lower) will set in motion other prbcesses
such as the thawing of Arctic tundra and consequent release of large quantitiéisaofeine

which will then further accelerate warming dynan{i€sL. Anderson & A. Bows, 201, 1Folke

& Gunderson, 201(Pachauri & Reisinger, 20D.7Scientists acknowledge that it is difficult to
determine systemic thresholds with any certainty, and there is disagreement about whether the
currentset of boundaries wrict or realistic enough. Kevin Anderson, for example, suggests that
the 2 degree target for climate change, as a global average, would still commit many parts of the
world to much higher temperature rises and associatedKsks Anderson & A. Bows, 2011
Nevertheless, the planetary boundaries project gives very clear and credible expression to the
idea that human activity must take proper account of the natural world.

Ecological limts also include the nerenewable resources that underpin the emergence and
development of industrial, modern societies. Thus, the concept of limits (to growth) is not only a
concern articulated by environmentalists. In recent years, concern has beemgrioout the

depletion of key resources, including oil, coal, gas, water, and a wide range of metals and
minerals(Aleklett et al., 2010Bardi, 2009 de Almeida & Silva, 2011R. Heinberg & Fridley,

2010. The Opeak oil 6 debat e ntahdeperadentyiofonoder hi g hl
societies on this finite resource, which now faces the twin challenges of declining production
rates alongside increasing demand. For some,
growt hé, since t heanmpticantinaelto geow withautragcess to cheap gnd ¢
reliable supplies of enerdWikiforuk, 2012. A realistic prospect for theoming decades

includes increased price volatility, conflict over access to remaining resources, supply

disruptions, and overall contraction of available supplia of which could cause severe

economic and social impadtslare, 2012 Smil, 20100).

Taken together, then, there is a significant body of evidence which suggests that our current way
life, premised as i on high levels of material consumption, mobility, pollution, and both
environmental and human exploitation, cannot continue without testing the capacity of both
natural and social systems to breaking point.

The notion of 'limits’ has, of course, bemmtested. Within ecology itself, as Worster shows,

there has been a strong belief in the possibility of either accommodating or overcoming natural
limits T through science, technology, and improved methods of environmental management
(Worster, 1994 Indeed, for some time, it did seem possible that certain problems could be
managed or addressed effectively: agriculture achieved significantly increased yields, even under
conditions of declining soil fertility; damage to tBzone layer caused by the use of CFCs was
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more or less solved through concerted international action. An optimism remains, perhaps even
among those promoting the notion of ‘planetary boundaries', that the natural environment can
accommodate a growing pdption, increased resource use, and pollution. Similarly, some
remain optimistic about the prospects for continued increases in energy @Riggéyzki, 2010
Sorrell, Speirs, Bentley, Miller, & Thompson, 2Q1@r for overcoming the challenges suggested
by 'peak oil’, for example, through the rapid expansion and evolution of renewable energy
technologies, or thrgh timely changes in humdoehavior(Odum & Odum, R01).

This is complex terrain, with many variables to consider. However, there are two important
responses to the O6optimistsdéd. One is a quest:.i
the causes of pollution or resource depletion befor@airlimits are breached. The critical issue
with climate change is whether realistic targets for reducing carbon emissions can be achieved
before we transcend the critical threshold for atmospheric cékbdnderson & Bows, 2012

This is a complex cultural, political and technical challengmil&ly, Vaclav Smil, a leading
energy analyst, is one of many who skepticalabout the possibility of a timely avoidance of an
energy crisis, given the rate of production decline, the challenge of substituting all forms of
energy (especially transpation fuel), the level of investment in the existing energy system, and
the time and resources required for a transition to an alternative energy €ystén2008

20104 20108. The second response to the optimists is also related to time, this time from a
longerterm perspective. Those who argue that there is enoughlagt 50 or even 100 years

can be accused of missing the important point: this is still a very short timescale, and only
postpones the need to change how we access and use (@wesrgy2010.

Adapting to Limits

Different authors have suggested a range of @t scenarios for a world in ‘overshoot'; a

world that has exceeded the carrying capacity of ecological and social s{Giems 2008

Holmgren, 2009HomerDixon, 2006 Hopkins, 2008 These scenarios can range from the
apocalyptic to the utopian, positinglesr a rapid and violent collapse of modern society or a
progress towards an advanced, enlightened society that produces no waste, no pollution, and that
is powered by renewable technologies. Between these extremes there exist another range of
possibilities which are unlikely to be linear or uniform in character, and may combine both
progressive and regressive elements. Rather than speculate on the plausibility of these different
scenarios, we can nevertheless understand something of our predicamentity dnagxisting
knowledge of how social and ecological systems function when they reach or exceed important
limits(MclIntosh, Tainter, & Mcintosh, 2000 ainter, 1988

John Michael Greer, drawing heavily on the work of Joseph Tainter, has coined the term
‘catabolic collapse' to explain what can happen to complex societies in overshoot mode: they
feed upon themsebs(Greer, 2008We have established above that the growth and maintenance
of moden society depends on significant flows of energy and other resources. As society has
become enormously complex, with increased economic diversification, social and geographic
mobility, and complicated technologies, per capita eneeggurce costs havecieased
exponentially. Crucially, these costs are not only required for growth, but for the ongoing
maintenance of each new element in the system. For example, the construction of a new road
network is not a oneff cost, but will add to the existing andimudget for road repairs. More
significant, perhaps, is the construction of large spmetializedureaucracies and public
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services (including the military), deemed necessary to the management of complex societies and
accounting for large percentages afianal GDP. When resources are abundant and cheap, or
managed in a sustainable way, these costs can be met (or at least deferred, for example through
borrowing). When resources become more scarce or costly to produce, as finite resources
inevitably do, soiety begins to experience lower marginal returns in return for increased
expendituregTainter, 1988, p. 195it becomes moreostly to simply maintain the existing

system, leaving less available for the servicing of debt, or for investment (e.g. to produce more
efficient technologies). If those systems are also vulnerable to disruption or acceleratinig decay
for example, by amicrease in extreme weather events, through increased violent conflict, or
through the deterioration of natural k$eipport systemis then the costs of maintenance will rise,
reserves of capital will decline, and the problem of marginal return becomescotee With

each crisis, society is weakened further and is less able to respond and recover effectively.

This, we think, is a likely scenario for the coming decades. We hglabalizedsystem of
unprecedented complexity, a prospect of declining amdére costly resources, and significant
potential for disturbances to existing systems as a result of climate change, other forms of
environmental damage, and potentially increased social conflict. Tainter argues that declining
marginal returns can alreatie observed in a number of areas in industrial societies
agriculture, energy and mineral production, research and development, education, health,
government, military and industrial managem@rainter, 1988, p. 2Q09iewed in this light,

many current policies for responding to climate change and peak oil may be inappropriate, or at
least, it may be too late to pursue policiesttwere viable some decades ago (when concerns
about limits to growth were being aired), and that might have enabled a more comfortable
process of adaptation.

From the perspective of peace studies, this analysis presents some important questidms about t
prospects for security, conflict and peace in the 21st century. All the existing problems of

violence that capture our attention at present are likely to be reconfigaretprobably

amplifiedi by the interacting forces of climate change, biodiveisiss, and soil erosion, and by

the peaking of oil and other key resour@&bbott, Rogers, & Sloboda, 20PA grasp of these

emerging trends and their implications is thus essential for all avoik. Indeed, Ken Booth

calls this the time of t hhistoricadbechalenge rdlwdtiogkfronm i n g 6 ,
a particular concatenation of glodale v e |  (Bdoth, 2087, 3. 896 These include the

environmental and resource issues discussed already, but add the compounding problems of a
growing populatn, a proliferation of powerful weapons, and an absence of effective

governance. Booth argues that if we fail to act decisively and wisely in thetstmortthe long

term consequences of our acts or omi gi,omse co

suggests fithe inhabitants of &éthe cul tiure of
disasters just like the majority of other people on earth. Ordinary life will cease to be ordinary.
We cannot continue to assume that tomorrowlvid | i k @ooth,d2d0d, p.B9a\eff et al

sum up this challege well:

APerhaps the | argest challenge is that few wa
threats such as climate change and soil depleti@ver mind committing to precautionary
change. Most of us prefer to continue the status quo, partciild has worked previously, if
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we have invested in it, and if it functions acceptably well. Change carries cost and risk. So,
however , d{\effsPaikarkirschenmann) Tinch, & Lawrence, 2011, p. 1696

This is the working preasusealf@rwiwlhlatbdé od he wise :
viable, both practically and morally. What matters is how we respond to change.

417 xAOAO OO0AAAAGEOI ! AAPOAOGET I

Arguably, the peace and environmental movements of the last century often relied on moral
discourses of limits, arguing that we ought to change our ways of life because it is harmful to
people and/or the environment if we do (\torster, 1994 The newer discourses of limits

arising from 'peak oil' and research on planetary boundaries have a different focus: They posit
that change is now an inevitable consequence of natural limits, and that we will shift from an era
of growth and expansion to one of economic and social contraction.

A process of contraction arguably has both 'negative' and 'positive’ possibilities. That is, there is
potential both for increased violence (for example, arising from increased competitszarfoe
resourcegKlare, 2008, or from failure of systems of food productihang & Barling, 2012,

andfor changes that addiesome of the existing violence in modern societies (for example, by
creating less exploitative systems of production and exchange, or fairer, more equitable forms of
socialorganizationor increased happiness and wading(De Young & Princen, 2092 The
challenge for peace studies, we suggest, is to engage in the process ohawje¢hminature and
extent of these possibilities, and to use our resources (which, as we discuss below, will
themselves be subject to decline) to help influence change in waysitiraize violence and

promote peace. This can be partly framed as an agengeaceful adaptation.

Adaptation is an attractive but ambivalent con¢8mit & Wandel, 2006 A focus on

adaptation accepts the premise of change. It imal@ymamic, continuous process of response

to changing conditions. A focus on adaptation also necessarily implies some acknowledgement
of limits; of things that cannot easily be changed. It suggests some accommodation to existing
conditions. For these reass, it might make sense to foreground adaptation as a realistic,
pragmatic approach to the unavoidable conditions of change and uncertainty that climate change
and peak oil generate. Yet, at the same time, many types of response to these conditibes could
considered 'adaptive’, from different standpoints. For example, it might be considered 'adaptive'
(in the short term, at least) for some countries to address their dependence on foreign energy
resources through military means, including war. Adaptatisa might be deemed an overly
conservative or pessimistic concept, suggesting a strongly deterministic vision of the future
which we have little or no power to influence.

The concept of peaceful adaptation, however, might address these limitatiomsdit w

encourage reflection on whether responses to limits and/or changing conditions are more or less
congruent with a set of normative principlefor example, that measures to promote adaptation

would not cause foreseeable violence, or that they aréstamiswith the need to protect

ecological systems. Here there is also potential to consider the relationship between adaptive
measures and more Opositiveb concepts of peac
only prevent violence, but (foxample) enable and promote beneficial relationships and

increased resilience. Ultimately, what we mean by 'peaceful adaptation’, not just in general terms,
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but under the anticipated conditions of contraction, must be worked out. This constitutes a major
agenda for peace studies, one that will itself evolve as the specific features of change become
clearer, and through engagement in actual experimentation.

There is already a rich body of established and emerging work that is highly relevant to thinking
abaut peaceful adaptation. In connecting with this work and bringing it to the centre of an agenda
for peace research and practice, we would suggest the following themes and questions might be
particularly relevant:

. What might visions/initiatives for peace mean in a context of declining
energy and environmental deterioration?

Modern discourses of peace have had an ambivalent relationship to the idea of limits. On the one
hand, many peace thinkers have engaged in critical questioning of dominant narfatives o
progress, and havecognizedsome of the insights from ecology discussed above. On the other
hand, the idea that certain limits could and should be transcended has clearly had a significant
influence on mainstream conceptions of peace. There is, adfeg@istrong emancipatory aspect

to peace work, driven by a concern with challenging or transforming social arrangements that
limit or deny human potentigCurle, 197, Freire, 1970Lederach, 2005 It is also reasonable

to claim that this emancipation has often been soughtboth the political left and the right
through the means of 'development’. That is, many peace thingees if only implicitly- take

for granted the possibility and desirability of economic grogtbbalization largescale

democracy, increasing freedom and mobility, and rising stasddid/ing. Very few have, like
Gandhi or Ivan lllich, explicitly called for an end to or a reversahdfistrializationand

"devel @lgmEa2. 6

Arguably, the predicament we are facing now is one in which we can neither turn the clock back
to a less energintensive, less complex and possibly more peaceful past, nor maintain the
conditions that have allowed us to avoid or defalidg with difficult questions around

inequality and redistribution, the sustainability of human relationships with the ecological
systems to which they belong, and the costs of individual freedom. Conceptions of peace
relevant to a context of contractianll need to confront these questions much more seriously,
opening up some potentially challenging discussions about our values and expectations. If
contraction implies having less and being able to do less, what are we willing to forego? Must we
trade sore liberty for greater resilience? What kinds of precautionary change would be sensible
and (still) feasible? Rather than presenting contraction solely as a threat, some theorists and
practitioners argue that it might also offer opportunities for positiamge. After all, much of

the violence we are responding to in the present world has its roots in the industrial system and
processes of ‘development’. Contraction could be an opportunity to address some of the
underlying causes of contemporary violendee Transition movement, for example, has tried to
frame the challenge of energy descerit asoi an exciting opportunity that could enrich rather
than threaten participants' liegpkins, 20082011). 33For transitioners, energy descent

implies a process of #lecalizationthat would enable communities to meet more of their own
needs through local productioncaexchange. They suggest that this process could enable
stronger, more organic forms of community and social connection, as local interdependence
increases. It might enable people to achieve a greater degree of control over their lives, for
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example, throulg more local scale mechanisms for decigiwgking, or through local enterprise.

Less time might be wasted on work that is alienating or of marginal value; work might be harder,
but also more meaningful. A local economic system, developed within thedmhiby local
environmental and social conditions, might be less wasteful and polluting. Some in the

Transition movement and beyond take inspiration from the story of Cuba's adaptation to its
'Special Period' in the 1990s period where oil (imported frothe Soviet Union and essential

to a highlyindustrializedagricultural system) became scarce and expefisiopkins, 2008

Many Cubans swived the impacts on farming and the economy through testedblishment of
smaltscalefood production systems, in both urban and rural contexts. These not only provided
food, (unpaid) employment and some income, but they created a need for coopeaaiioiurn
strengthened relationships and resilience in many communities. Other indications that economic
contraction does not necessarily mean reduced prospects for peace can be found in data sets that
challenge the priority of economic growth. Thesdude The Spirit Level's evidence that what
matters most to individual and societal wadling is levels of inequality rather than the extent of
absolute individual or national wealiWilkinson & Pickett, 201D Similarly, statistics

published by the New Economic Foundation suggest that happiness does netindttea

increasing material wealth, and thus raise serious questions about the tendency to link wealth and
economic growt{NEF, 2010.

Nevertheless, voluntary energy descent does remain a marginal idea and an even more marginal
practice. Nor do the current responses to recession and budget deficits by many states, and by the
international systems within wth they are embedded, offer much ground for hope that there is
sufficient political will to shift assumptions and priorities. It is much harder, moreover, to

identify positive aspects of less stable and benign ecological and climate systems, or to remain
hopeful in the face of the increasing likelihood of major disasters. As the prospect of a '4 degree
world' looks increasingly likelyK. Anderson & A. Bows, 20101 millions of people are facing

extremely precarious conditions, often from a position of already high vulnerability and
marginalizationand in contextsharacterizetby significant levels of conflict and violence

(Smith, Vivekananda, & International Alert (Organization), 2007

How, against this background, might we speak about peace? Which elements of our conceptions
of peace can we sustain, which do we need to rethink? Can we find wagdizhgcore values

that do not depend on the continued and growing supply apatreergy, and that might be

sustained in contexts of contraction and instability? And what does this mean for peace practice?

2. At what scales or in which locations are peaceful responses to contraction
and instability most likely to emerge? How might these interact with other
parts of the system?

Adaptation to climate change and peak oil will necessarily require action at different

scales, involving different actofddger et al., 2003Adger et al., 2011Cash et al., 2006
Contraction will not mean the end of all systems of global communication and trade. Nor is it
likely that any single state or community can unilaterally pursue policies for adaptation without
consideration of the possible role of or consequences for others. Therefore, there will remain a
need for coordinated, cooperative action at a global, atiermal scaléDodds et al., 2009and

thus a role for expertise in international relations and conflict resolution). Similarly, the state will
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undoubtedly continue to be an important actor, guiding and implementing change through policy
and lawmaking at nabnal and regional scales. The key question, from a peace studies
perspective, is whether responses at this level can or will reflect the imperatives for radical
change implied by climate change and peak oil, whether it is possible to influence intatnation
actorsi such as multinational corporationso accept the case that busirassisual is not an

option.

Attempts to achieve coordinated action on climate change so far do not inspire confidence that
effective action at the international and natiastle is emerging, however necessary this is. It
may therefore be more likely that we can identify, and influence, experimentation in peaceful
adaptation at lower scal@d 0 4Gt m®,12@04G.

It is also important to consider the relationship between scale and the possibility of more
peaceful, sustainable relationships between people, and between people andatheir loc
environment. One of the causes of the current ecological crisis is the radical disconnection
between individual actions and the effects of those actions witjimbalizedsystem. It is

difficult to properly know or care about the impact of many evayydkecisions, especially

in relation to the purchase of food and other goods, because these impacts occur at great remove,
many thousands of miles away. This has both practical and moral conseq@Gardaser,

2011]). Conversely, when we operate at a more local, human scale, there is more immediate
feedback when our actiosause harm, and the consequences affect us more d(ieitty,

2009 Schumacher, 19%3Localization therefore, implies both greater incentive and greater
opportunity to redress harmful actions, and to learn from mistakes. Adaptation at more local
scales might therefore be a neceséafynot sufficienti precondition for restoring a more
sustainable relationship with the natural waitbrbergHodge, 200

Similarly, there is evidence to suggest that peaceful relations between people are closely related
to scale. Longerm and crossultural anthropological perspectives suggest that the most

peaceful communities, relatively speaking, have tended to be small scale, with a high degree of
social and economic interdependence and integratéom, conversely, that the increasing
complexity of modern societies has been associated with a growingngrpfor warfaréFry,

2006. Mutual interdependence at a comprehensible and tangible scale, it seems, is crucial in
creating a need for cuital mechanisms for handling and resolving conflict, and promoting
cooperation. This point is also borne out in the extensive literature on group dynamics and could
be considered a key insight of the social psychological literature relating to peace studie
(Johnson & Johnson, 2009

We believe it is reasonable, thenyégognizethe close relationship between ecological and

social sustainability on the one hand, and commitment to local scales on th@ethgr2012.

It is also important toecognizethat adaptation to a world with fewer resources, a less ibenig
environment, and other anticipated risks will present different challenges for people in different
parts of the world. Clearly, the challenge of adaptation for highdgnized industrial societies

will be different than for communities that are morgpdirsed and land bagBidrth, 2010.

Even at a verydcal level, different communities may face quite different conditions, for

example, in terms of the human and material resources available, the condition of the local built
and natural environment, the character and dynamics of the local climate, aatutieeoh
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relationships in the community (conflictive or cooperative). These and other factors will all bear
on the prospects for peaceful adaptation, and therefore neednalpeedwvith some attention
to the details of local context.

In a context thalhas moved as far beyond sustainability as our current patterns of social
interactions and relationships to the natural world, however, the recognition that a significant
degree ofocalizationis both likely and needed also raises a number of seriousangessiven

that more or less all localities have, to a greater or lesser extent, been affected by activities,
decisions and processes that happen elsewhere, where does responsibility for local adaptation
now lie? In the light of predictions of the likelyppacts of climate change, are some locations
'‘beyond redemption’, either now or in the foreseeable future? Is 'sustainability’ itself still a viable
aspiration? As the pressures for people to migrate away from places that are becoming less and
less sustaable increases, what happens to the idea of local adagtdimth for people who

have been uprooted and for local communities confronted with the realities of adapting to a
future of declining resources at the same time as facing the challengesooftiiegpo the

arrival of migrants or refugees? What might be the meaning and scope of solidarity in a world
with very complex legacies of responsibility, differential capacities to adapt, and declining
material resources? Against this background, how nsightegies for local adaptation also
encourage a sense of solidarity and responsibility beyond the boundaries of the local?

As the questions raised above suggest, while local adaptation looks both inevitable and
necessary, and while there are strongiargnts for the existence of links betwéecalization
sustainability and peace, these links look more fragile and vulnerable in a context in which the
conditions for ecological and social sustainability have themselves been deeply eroded. In the
next setion, we thus suggest an agenda of exploring the conditions that might shape the relative
peacefulnessfalifferent attempts to adapt.

3. What conditions are conducive to the emergence of peaceful adaptive
responses? What is the scope for agency in foster ing these conditions?

Adaptation to changing climatic conditions and to economic contraction, and a range of different
responses to disasters, are already happening in many locations across the world, including in
very difficult circumstancesAnalyzingthese to discern the extent to which they might be called
peaceful, to identify the conditions that have shaped their relative (lack of) peacefulness, and to
reflect on the scope for agency in shaping those conditions would, we think, be a very valuable
contribution towards an agenda of peaceful adaptation. The example of Cuba, as mentioned
above, raises many interesting questions about the role of social, cultural, political and economic
structures in enabling relatively peaceful lasgale adaptation. Dithe fact that most land and

many other resources were publicly owned and centrally controlled make it easierganze

food production under crisis conditions? Did the nature of the government and political iculture
centralized but with wide and &ive political participation make collective and distributed

action more likely? Did the fact that most Cubans already lived with relatively modest incomes
and few trappings of a Western materialistic culture engender a comparatively stoic, pragmatic
atlitude towards the economic crisis? In asking questions like these, about relevant case studies
of societies responding to ecological or resource limits, we can perhaps begin to understand
possibilities or challenges in other contexts.
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Similarly, the expriences of shrinking and declining cities and towns in contexts-of de
industrializationand economic contraction (such as Detroit in North America and many parts of
East Germany), the challenges they face, and the experimentation that they have gefferated,
potentially interesting lessons too about the possible conditions for (peaceful) adaptation. For
example, is there a relationship between improved access to land (e.g. the abandoned houses,
gardens and streets in central Detroit) and the emergélmeabzed communityrun food
economies? What other conditions are important to these 'baftbstrategies for adaptation

such as the existence of local leadership, knowledge about how to grow food on a small scale, or
other forms of social capital®hat is the point at which individuals or communities stop seeking
external help, and begin to generate their own strategies for meeting key needs? What might be
relevant indicators or measures of ‘community resiliénttee capacity to deal with difficul

change? What happens when parts of towns or cities are abandoned due to the declining ability
to invest time or energy in their maintenance? Are there more or less peaceful ways of allowing
‘wilderness' to retur(Reimers, 201YP

The work of the Postarbon Institute and its associates hasduktp raise the profile of many
issues on a 'posfrowth’ agenda, ranging from the technical, social and political challenges of
building a renewable energy infrastructure, to questions about alternative livelihoods and
economic models, the relationshipgween family, community and 'resilience’, the implications

of worrying future scenarios for famigocializationand wider educational processes, and
approaches to building alternative, lesgergy intensive systems for meeting healthcare needs
(Richard Heinberg & Lerch, 201.0Much of this work is written by individuals or groups

already engaged in theawwn experiments in adaptation. The best examples are honest and
reflective about the dilemmas, challenges and shortcomings in their efforts, and can be a useful
resource for others considering how to develop their own strategies for adaffatidn 2013.

Finally, in a more formal academic settitige Stockholm Centre for Resilience is a hub for a

range of empirical research on so@ablogical systems, providing particular insights into the
interactions between social and ecological change. This includes a range of work on climate
adaptation proesses in different cultural and geographic areas, and highlights important
guestions about adaptation processes, the meaning of resilience, and the respective role of local
cultural knowledge and outsider expertf§¢alker & Salt, 2008 It also brings to the fore

guestions about governance at different scales, and about its role in enabling or frustrating
adaptation.

Together, these and other examples of emerging and relevant podfetieepotentially rich and
diverse focus for reflection on the meaning and prospects for peaceful adaptation. Yet, returning
again to the issue of scale, it is important to keepindrthe potential limitations of these

examples, or what they might not tell us about adaptation to the future challenges of climate
change and peak oil. There is no precedent for a global economic contraction in complex,
technologically advanceahd highy interdependent world of seven billion people. Some,

perhaps many, dynamics of change driven by the interacting consequences of ecological crisis,
resource depletion, population growth etc. will be unexpected or difficult to anticipate. This
uncertainty $ one of the conditions for any efforts towards peaceful adaptation, and perhaps one
of the biggest obstacles to planning for the future. This brings us to questions about what we
know, or might need to know, in the pursuit of peaceful adaptation.

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Page96



ISSN: 21510806

4. Wha kinds of knowledge and skills will be necessary and useful to peaceful
adaptation processes?

Prioritizing adaptation will have a number of implications for processes and methods of
knowledge generation, and for our understanding of the relationsinpdaeknowledge and

social change. Among the many issues that might deserve attention here, we focus on tree: the
need to orient research more systematically towards the future, the need for a more holistic,
systemic framework for analysis of complex probde and the need for knowledge that is
appropriate to relativelppcalizedprocesses of adaptation.

To begin with, effective, peaceful adaptation to climate change and resource depletion will
undoubtedly require different forms of precautionary actidre Gpdated Limits to Growth

scenarios show quite clearly that early, precautionary actionexample, creating lowarbon

energy systems offers (or did offer) the best chance for enabling a more stable environment and
population, higher living standds, etc(Meadows et al., 2004The longer action is delayed, the
more difficult the social, technical and political challenges of adaptation become, raising the
likelihood of worstcase scenarios.

Precautionary, adaptive change requires knowledge that agiied in an assessment of

complex future trends, to inforjpdgmentsabout what kinds of action might be necessary,
effective, and feasible. The problem here is-fold. Firstof all, the naturef thechallenges we

face, especially at a global level, are incredibly complex, involving the interaction of a large
number of different, dynamic, evolving elements. It is, quite simply, difficult to be certain about
future trends, ando there will always be a degree of speculation involved. Secondly, as van der
Leeuw and colleagues argue, many existing approaches to research are inadequate to this task,
being too ‘reductionist’, dualistic, and shiemm(van der Leeuw et al., 20L1Partly because of a
deepseated scepticism about speculative inquiry, they also tend to be badéokird), rather

than concerned with the future.

The recenspecial issue of the Journal of Peace Research on the relationship between climate
change and conflict illustrates some of these tensions and pr¢Glediissch, 201 The editors

are explicit in their criticism of the 'speculative' nature of work by the IPCC and others on this
important topicon the basis that it is not (and cannot logically be) rooted in existing data. The
special issue is a collection of mostly quantitative, laMg&tudies which attempt a rigorous
assessment of existing data sets on violent conflict, correlated with filctarainfall or

temperature variation (which, in the absence of clear evidence of existing climate change, are
used as proxies). Whilst these studies perhaps do avoid the charge of being 'speculative’, one can
nevertheless ask how useful they are to aessmnent of the evolving and complex dynamics of
climate change. The data sets cover relatively short time scales, the proxies are questionable
(referring to annual Oweat her 6 patterns, rath
sociatecologicaleffects of climate change), and the discussion of causality is very limited.

While these statistical studies of rainfall patterns do show some correlation between weather and
forms of conflict, their focus is very narrow. What is needed are assessmérsomplex

interplay of social, ecological, economic and political factors, operating across different temporal
and geographic scal€gunderson & Holling, 2002
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There are, of course, already attempts tdatne the kinds of knowledgeand processes of
knowledgegeneationi that are needed. Many researchers and educators concerned with
sustainability’, for example, have been drawn to holistic epistemologies, such as systems or
complexity theories, which transcend disciplinary boundaries. They argue that a grasp of th
relationships between interacting elements in saaialogical systems is essential to any
understanding of current issues, and for designing effective strategies for adaptation. C.S Holling
and his colleagues on soc&dological resilience take thiggspective, and demonstrate

repeatedly through case studies the limitations of efforts to manage single aspects of human and
ecological probleméCarpenter, FolkeScheffer, & Westley, 20Q%olke, 2006 Gunderson &

Holling, 2002. In concentrating on and trying to control isolated variables the larger, more
complex dynamics of the sociacological systems are missed, with the result that solutions
perhaps successful in the short téroften cause further problems. Holling et al suggest this can
only be avoided througtecognizingthe partiality of mosspecialzed expert knowledge, and by
aiming for more integrative, crosisciplinary and humble approaches.

Van der Leeuw et. al. argue for the importance of historical knowledge to the task of learning
about the future, but call for a shift from an 'analogmen 'evolutionary' approach to the study

of sociatecological phenomefaan der Leeuw et al., 20L1To be responsive to the challenge
ahead, this would ndeo be transdisciplinary, holistic (taking a systemic view), focused on the
dynamics of change through time (rather than apparent periods of stability), and take the very
long-term into account.

Whatever the merits or limitations of these approachéscassion about the relationship

between research, the future, and the problem(s) of adaptation is now very timely. This will not
be easy, given the immense investment in existing ways of doing and evaluating research.
However, we suggest that as peaseagchers, we may need to be asking different, more future
oriented questions, and to explore new methods for answering them.

Yet opening different lines of investigation, we think, is only a partial response to the question of
what kinds of knowledge arskills are likely to be relevant to peaceful adaptation processes.

Like approaches that invest hope primarily in global governance or in state policies, the pursuit
of expert knowledge has its limitations. If, as we and others have argued, a sigddgead of
localizationlooks like a significant and unavoidable consequence of energy descent, people's
capacity to respond to changing conditions in ways appropriate to their specific locations will be
an essential condition for peaceful adaptation. Hebadaptive responses are more likely to
emerge when they are informed by a nuanced understanding of miatiee specific

interactions and relationships within/between particular ecological, social and economic systems,
at a scale that enables this arstanding. This might involve forms of vernacular knowledge that
are not typically part of academic discourse, or that might elude the professional knowledge
worker. As Wendell Berry suggests, a rich knowledge of any locale might only be achievable
throudh a sustained practical relationship in/with it, a point that has important implications for
practice(Berry, 2009. To make a tangible difference to the chances of peaceful adaptation,
relevant knowledge and skills would need to be embedded in everyday practices and
relationships, readily accessible and widelyrstalndeed, we think that these characteristics
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might eventually make a more significant difference to prospects for peaceful adaptation than
theoretical sophistication or expertise.

There is an interesting and useful precedent for this idea in theptaad practical application

of 'appropriate’ or 'intermediate’ technolo@gyblmgren, 2010lllich, 1974; Schumacher, 1933

The idea of appropriate technology has been motivated by an awareness of limits: limits to
available energy, limits to the capacity of ecosystems to absorb the impacts of human activities
and limits, ultimately, to the power of human beings to control the effects ofdaafe

technologies. It was motivated, too, by the recognition that scale matters: that human beings feel
more at home if the scale of their activities matches thei kxgerience, that feedback and
responsive adjustments function better at smaller scales, and that the resilience of systems
increases with the capacity for sediance at the smallest practical scale. Finally and

importantly, the idea of appropriate eology was motivated by a strong concern for equity and
social justice, and by a commitment to make a tangible contribution to meeting basic needs.

The idea of appropriate technology is part of a much larger tradition of critical engagement with
dominantforms of knowledge production, of experimentation with alternatives. Another strand

in this tradition that seems equally relevant to rethinking the purposes and practices of peace
studies is the o6family of appratecdacedrd t hat co
requirement of appropriate, or Ointermediated
by nonexperts, in contexts where the availability of fossil energies and large amounts of capital
could not be ass unseudg g eodsTtheed ,e qéuw opumedn tbde, fhaei r | vy
understandabl e, suitabl e f @Gchunmehel®i3eimaeance and
similar vein, appropriate technology would be labmiensive prioritizing the employment of

large numbers of people over the use of sophisticated machinery.

We would like to suggest that a similar focus on 'appropriateness’ might serwseful concept

to guide our thinking about the character and roles of knowledge, experience and skills related to
peace in an uncertain and enemgystrained future. If this argument makes sense, it implies a
rethinking of ideas around expertise amdfpssionalism. There are, of course, already efforts to
develop more participatory approaches to research, and this might be one means for generating
Oappropriate knowledged in ways that involve
Hurricane Mitd, for example, the Central American 'Farmer to Farmer Movement' (Movimiento
Campesino a Campesino) coordinated a participatory action research project that involved 2000
small farmers and 40 farmer organizations and NGOs in Nicaragua, Honduras and @uatema
comparing the impact of Hurricane Mitch on agroecological and conventional (idros t

Gi m®r@4q. The data that emerged from the study confirmed that, overall, agroecological
farming practices increase resilience; at the same time, the study also helped to identify questions
and practices that needed further consideration. Most importantly for our discussion here, the
project generated knowledge tlsgstematize@xperiences on the ground and drew out their
research that was directly relevant to the small farmers involvée istady, and that could be
re-embedded and shared via the movement's infrastructure and its-fetfamener methodology

for knowledge disseminatigiid 0 4Gi m ®,12604.

Alongside such efforts to generate or test ‘appropriate knowledge', we would also suggest that
there is already a great deal of relevant knowledge in existancaur field,we know a lot
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about the challenges of building peace and managing conflict in difficult and changing

conditions, but other fields of study clearly also have important things to say in relation to
peaceful adaptation. In a context in which systems of krdgelgeneration and dissemination
themselves may become increasingly vulnerable (on which more below), peaceful adaptation
might actually be better served through sharing and embedding the knowledge we already have
than througtprioritizing new or 'cuttingedge’ inquiry. This partly involves a task of translation,
simplifying the existing stock of conceptual tools and practical experience about peace, conflict,
andsociae col ogi cal resilience, suchutlizkdoytpeopt can b
in developing their own analyses and contextual responses to problems. There are many existing
efforts to identify, disseminate and embed knowledge and skills relevant to peaceful adaptation.
These include, but are not limited to, commuifised adapt@in and communitypased disaster
management and preparedn@dsqg, 2011 Hugq et al., 200p(Eakin, Benessaiah, Barrera, Gruz

Bello, & Morales, 2012Miles & Chang, 2011Sok, Lebel, Bastakqtirhau, & Samath, 20}1

Such efforts to identify and embed appropriate responses to climate change, and to a range of
emergencies and disasters at the level of local communities draw on both expert knowledge and
detailed knowledge of local conditionsidhattheir bestthey make tangible contributions to

local capacities for peaceful adaptation.

There is, then, a rich and growing body of relevant work that, in different ways, could be
interpreted as attempts to develop and disseminate 'appropriatkeétge’. While this is clearly
welcome and important, we turn below to a set of questions that remain marginal to current
discussions but that will become increasingly relevant if and when energy descent and
contraction enter into the picture more cengrdlVhat do declining levels of energy and capacity
imply for existing and emergent mechanisms for knowledge generation, dissemination and
exchange? How vulnerable are these mechanisms, and what scope might there be for increasing
their resilience?

5. How might the capacity to work towards peace be sustained in a context
of declining resources and increasing likelihood of disruption/disaster?

The nature of the challenges we have set out ultimately demands more than a refocusing or
updating of research agdas, education and training, or peesated projects. After all,

academic institutions are not immune from the pressures that are likely to lead to contraction
and/or disruption. The same applies to the majority of professionatsrgaizationsvorking

for peace. Peaceful adaptation, then, is not just a topic to be researched and taught, or a new
framework that might inform professional peacework. It is also, and perhaps more seriously, a
challenge that bears on the type®fanizationghat many otus work in, on the kinds and

volume of activities we might engage in, and on the@mm viability of those activities.

Universities, like other complexrganizationsare themselves expressions of the abundant,

cheap energy that has underpinimatldrializationandglobalization When that energy

becomes more scarce or expensive, the complex and extended system of global higher education

is likely to become less viable, at least in its current form, and it will be subject to declining
marginalreturas . The same applies t oitisverchardforf t he Opea
organizationghat engage in peace work to avoid reliance on external funding, and international
organizationsn particular are also highly energytensive. A likely scenario, thers one of an
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increased need for peansated knowledge, skills and experience at the same time as the
capacity to maintain and invest in current systems for the generation and dissemination of such
knowledge and skills declines.

At this moment in timewe are probably close to what we might call 'peak information':

Knowledge of all kinds is readily accessible to many of us via the medimténeetand other

mobile technologies (though it is important to remember how many of the world's people do not
have ready access to this). In a present in which we take such easy access to knowledge, and to
the mechanisms for sharing it quickly across geographic boundaries, for granted, it can be easy

to forget how recent these developments aveto accept thahey may not endure. Our current

systems for generating, storing and disseminating knowledge and information, however, may
turn out to be |l ess resilient than they seem.
€, |li ke other efncerrngsy oéf iesmbsoucbijeedct t o gradual d
t i fHelingren, 20092010, p. 118 and in a context of deding energy, it will be increasingly

difficult to counteract this depreciation. As well as such gradual erosion, the possibility of the

sudden collapse of systems for knowledge generation and exchange, either in the form of
temporary otocalizeddisruptian or, in the longer term, across wider systems, also needs
consideration. Do we have baak systems that could function if the institutions, information
technologies and networks we have come to rely on broke down?

This, then, is a challenge to thinkaalt how the work of generating, communicating and
applying knowledge about peace and conflict might be sustained without taking the
infrastructure and resources provided by universities, professioyeizationsor current
networks and technologies, fgranted.

If this account is plausible, it should encourage us to think carefully about how we might best use
the physical and human resources we currergtyl i have access to. David Holmgren suggests
that

At he transiti on abihty povides a umique sirategic eppogtynitydov a i |
make the best use of existing wealth and-rerewable resources to rebuild natural and
human capital. In general, the best use forrmemewable resources and technology

should be to establish a systeather than to maintain or harvest it, even if the
‘establishment’ process is a gradual one that takes place as a transition over a lifetime (or
even generationghiolmgren, 2010, p. 48

Above, we suggested the idea of focusing on "appropriate’ knowledge and experimenting with
ways of embedding such knowledge as m@sponse to this challenge. This is not to argue that
the capacity to foster this kind of knowledge is not also vulnerable, but rather that while the
capacity exists, it makes sensetwmritiesattempts to share and embed knowledge that might
enable peseful adaptation.

Such work, in turn, needs to be underpinned by the hope that it is worth doing even in a context
of uncertainty. This, too, is a challenge: It is very hard to confront the converging crises of
climate, energy, populatiomilitarization, weak governance, etc., to accept that capacities for
addressing these are more likely to decline than to increase, and yet to avoid despair or
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resignation. Part of the challenge of sustaining work for peaceful adaptation is therefore
existential; we neetb reflect on how we might maintain a sense of purpose and integrity as we
negotiate the 'great reckoning'. There are no easy answers to this question, though the question,
we think, is as important to the sustainability of peace work as the issue aobhliaés. The

most appropriate response, perhaps, is one that Wendell Berry points to in his recent Jefferson
Lecture, as throughout his work. Drawing on E.M. Forster's Howards End, Berry suggests that 'it
all turns on affection’Berry, 2012 As Berry himselfrecognizesthis too raises important

guestions; unfortunately, it is beyond the scope of this pgapeplore these here.

Conclusion

Our aim in this article was to articulate and consider a number of questions concerning the future
purpose, scope, and practice of peace studies. Our premise, set out in the first section, is that the
current era of gawth andglobalizationwill necessarily give way to some degree of contraction,

as the limits to growth implied by the interacting forces of ecological change and resource
dependency (among other aspects of dwe O0great

suggested that O6épeaceful adaptationd could be
and responses to future challenges associated with building more sustainable forms of society in

a context of o661 essd. Th eughaseries ohgdestionscefjardindhe p ap
t he meaning of O0peacef ul adaptation', and the

taking into account the need for peace studies not only to study and contribute to adaptation
processes, but to also ®spond to the prospect that current systems for knowledge production,
dissemination and maintenance may themselves be vulnerable. In each section, we pointed to
examples of existing work that provide promising starting points for engagement, but we also
highlighted some issues and questions that we felt need further attention, especially from the
more normative standpoint(s) of Opeaceb6.

We recognizehat many of the issues we have raised demand much fuller discussion, and there
are many related themes Wwave not had space to consider. However, our primary intention has
been to encourage reflection on the underlying question of what, in a context of declining
resources and accelerating environmental change, it might be priantitizing and investing in

T in relation to the kinds of knowledge we might pursue, the systems we depend on, the norms
and values we might try to foster and embody, and our emotional resources for sustaining peace
related work.
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PLAYING TOKILL: VID EO GAMES AND VIOLENC E (Essay
Abstract

Video games have become a neweofdf leisure for the citizens iincreasigly more countries

in the world, opening newrealmof entertainmat, which becomes especially attractive due to
the hyperrealist approach of some of the titldis article examinethe relationship between
violence and video games and the ideology that is implicit in many of the almm@&isingthe
issue ofhow these games work to creéte e ail aimiattercof deep concern to parents and
consumemlssociations.

Introduction : The Video Game, an Expanding Market Industry

At the international meeting Edinburgh Interactivearried outn the summer of 2010, the

financial company Avista Partners stated that "the video game industry generates annually about
105.000 million dollars, excluding independent developers and small publishers not listed"
(Meristation, 2010)In addition, to disagregate by categories, the main beneficiaries are

Nintendo ($34.959 million), other consoles and PC ($33.223 million), online games ($23.457
million) and game$or mobile ($8.257 million). These data refer to the consumption of all kinds

L BEdinburgh Interactive brings a mix of business, education and fun through a focused industry conference, a selection of free
public screenings of new games and technology plus public sessions and information on how to get involved ireinteracti
entertainmento, by Edi nb uhttp:#edinburdhieteractivé.do.ukéabdeomsuliecdian 80/01/2042x i | ab |l e :

PeaceStudies Journal, Vol. 6, Issue 3uly2013 Figure 1 'agel07


http://edinburghinteractive.co.uk/about

ISSN: 21510806

of products relatto the video game industry, but in the chart below we can see how, in just six
years, the traditional sale of video games has doubled worldwide, growing at an average of 12%

annual rate.

Mercado Global del Videojuego - (en millones de ddlares)

2003 2004p

Region
Estados Unidos
EMEA'
Asia/Pacifico
Latinoamerica
Canada

Total

'Europa, Oriente Medio y Africa

8.198
5.980
10.086
534
611
25.406

2005
8.438
6.756

11.108
539
685

27.526

2006
10.158
8.656
14.053
606
876
34.349

2007
12.762
11.161
17.974

724
1.102
43.723

2008
14.080
13.026
20.657

778
1.221
49.762

Estimaciones realizadas por PricewaterhouseCoopers, citadas en el website de SIMBIM.

The age at which

2009
15.067
14.312
23.087

832
1.307
54.605

young people join this type of market islezst ever, facilitated by the commitment of
Governments in the introduction of the information technologies (ICT) in education ddasts.
of the players still oscillate between 18 and 49 years old, as we can be seen in Figure 2, but the

sector in develpment towards maturity phase already represents more than one quarter.

Source: Raposo, N

On the other hand, it should be noted that the games in which it appears direct violence, which

we are most interested for this brief analysis, only occupy 26% of the maeesiafd Mature

games), according to data provided by the Entertainment Software Rating Board
(ESRBY, although it could discuss if jump on a tortoise and kill her as “innocent” in a game

rated as everyone, the Mario, violence can be considered.

Figure 2

gamer age distribution

49%
23%

Source: ESRB ratings rep@®10

under 18 ‘

18-49 @

NOTE: The ESRB assigned 1,438 rotings in 2010. These figures include instances where a publisher

Figure 3

ESRB Ratings Assigned: 2010

. EARLY CHILDHOOD
. EVERYONE

18% EVERYONE 10+

revised and resubmitted o game with the intention of receiving o different rating.

However,the small spectrum of

occupies a large portion of the

games, forming part of the lists of

’ The EntertainmenSoftware Rating Boar(ESRB) is aself-regulatory oganizationthat assigns g e

SourceEducation Database onlin2010, available:
http://www.onlineeducation.net/videogame

video game
market of video

bestselling

and

cofmheent

ratin

ratings are designed to provide concise and impartial information about the content in computer and video games so consumers,
a n Gamé RatingseMespriptor Ghideaikbled e ci si on o,
http://www.esrb.org/ratings/ratings_guide.jgensulted on 30/01/2012pn Europe the rating used was create@ay

especially

parent s,

can

ma k e

European Game Information (PEGHdayou can consult it alfittp://www.pegi.info/es/(consulted on 30/01/2012)
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month after monthTaking into account the sale of video games for the four most important
platforms of today (PlayStation Rjntendo Wii, Xbox and Computer), we can see that games

like Call of Duty series, Uncharted series, World of Warcraft, Halo series, have crept into the top
of the charts in a very short time (Wikipedia, 20M/)th the exception of Nintendo and

Computer fatform, where this type of game is not as successful, the rest of consoles profit from
selling death explicitly. This data must add lot of games online, free of charge, that are not
included in this count but which represent an important part of the thaskere have seen

before

Violencein Videogames

Violence projecting through the game is intended to be a sample of the real world, so the player
is transported to a violent scenario where he is going to be part on &tiolarly, the game

creates aigual and temporal proximity to try that people can internalize that space as a unique
life experience, to facilitate the replacement of the real world by the fiction or the drill and the
objectification of the imaginary (Contreras, 2003). According td \ira | Q\nVvirtuah e :
World is a place you ecmhabit with hundreds of thousands of other people simultaneousily (...)
The fact that you exist with other real people from around the globe adds a level of immersion

t hat must be experienced to be believedo.

Also, these speeches have just directed not only to the mind but also to the body, through the
experience of the movements that you have to do for moving the characters in th&lgame.

situation is reinforced again with new game modes that enablelesissich as Wii or Xbox

Kinect mode, in addition to the already traditional war artifacts that can plug into the console as
commanders of game: pi st oFbrghjsreasbhng Cogtnerassdefendsu b ma c
that: "the viewer not only understandslence, but that his feels. Messages are catalyzed a
transformation driven by bodies which at the end of the reaction remain unchéhgecse of

violence is a reaction that eventually does not alter the viewer" (Contreras, 2003).

This situation occursspecially in war games since, taking ideas from Zyzek:

Athere is an intimate connection between t
of an infinite and infinitized bodily pain
combined omehmnwppeddewoses i bi |l it i ebhoriadns t ort ur
of extending our ability to endure pain (through widening our sensory capacity to sustain

pain, through inventing new forms of infli

3 fiPlay without command means play with the entire bilyect responds to your movements. So if you have to give a kick, it
gives a kek. If you have to jump, jumpYou know howtoplayrou only have to get off the couch
http://www.xbox.com/egs/kinect{consulted on 30/01/2012)
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::::

Over these lines: FEAR 2 (2009) Figure 4
Right: Call of Duty, Black Ops (2010)i Figure 5

2ality it is being a great closeness between
videogames and the real world, which is why the simulacrum of reality, video games, is
becoming "to simulate a real more real than the real, the simulation of hyperreal” (Baudrillard,
2002) However, these images are not linked to the truth, they are representations ofimeality.

this case, the image is a fragment of the hologram in the world participating in the
metamorphosis of the apparitions (Baudrillard, 2002). Howéwvexges are naklated to the

truth, they are representations of reality.this case, the image is a fragment of the hologram in

the world participating in the metamorphosis of the apparitions (Baudrillard, 2002).

From the relationship between experiences, the projeofireality and the violence derives a

culture of violence and simulation (Levis, 2003), where the player is part of the micro world
created by the video game in which killing (in the case of violent games) becomes the only way
to achieve the objectivesd progresssomehow, this situation becomes a symbolic

representation of which is the player character and who did not suffer physical real
consequences, showing violence as something banal and fun. What about the psychological
effects?

There are many stlies that have been made in this regard, so we will try to point out some
elementsOn the one hand, we find that video games broadcast a series of values based on the
objectives to achievé&or violent games, the player can develop impulsive attitudedgttor

time obliges us to act without reflection), of hatred towards other groups through the creation of
the Iimage of the enemy (lraqi, Nazis, Vietnam
other), where the aim justifies any means to achiegeatid, usually, in a Manichean view of the
reality in which there are winners and losers, good and bad people, where you have to learn how
to crush each other to survive (Gomez Del Castillo, 2007).

In this situation, Frederick Tong developed a manual€é¥igames and violence: guide for the
action, 2008), within the framework of the promotion of youth development and violence
prevention, for the proper use of video games in which presents risks to which children are
exposed if they play violent video gasie

=0

1 Risk of desensitization Long-termfrequent exposure to scenes of violence
contributes to a desensitization of the spectator, accustomed to this behavior.

1 Risk to understand the violence as a solutioomany times, video games,
television and films prest violence as gesource thatas succeedett.takes
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Psychologically, many studies point out that there is a relationship between the usentf viole
games and the increase in aggressive attitudes, something that is already studying for a long time
in the field of television and filmNow, with the advent of video games and interactivity, the

the risk of children to end up understanding that it is reasonable and feasible to
resort to violenceThe representation of violence becomes problematic when the
aggressive behaviors lead to a pwesitiesult or they are presented as normal and

ISSN: 21510806

obvious, and can reach these models of behavior be considered adequate.
Risk to "naturalize" of violence: video games, violence is often presented as
something absolutely natural, fruit of a passion that ipassible to resisthe

violent instincts, as a sort of invasion that affects genes, to which the individual
can oppose any resistance and which feel true pleasure, are presented in some

video games.

Risk always associated with the violence of the winnevithout any moral
discernment violence is presented as a path to success and this is, in many
cases, the only objective pursued, appearing as a justifiable end.

picture is different (Estallo, 1997):

\Television

IVideo games |

Real and fictional violence H

Fictional violence ‘

Look real violence

Stylized and symbolic violence

Passive attitude H

Active attitude ‘

Little or no control over the images or
screen

Complete control over all the action

There is no control over the paaed the
choice of images

Control over the choice of images

Little or no interaction during the
viewing

Frequent interaction with thirds during {

game

According to the
is esentially one more learning trial. As these knowledge structures are rehearsed, they become
compl ex, di fferenti ated,
processes, identifies five types of relevant knowledge structuaegeti by repeated exposure to
violent media, and links these lotgrm changes in aggressive personality to aggressive
behavior in the immediate situation through both personological and situational variables

mor e

Souce:Juan AlbertcEstallo Marti Psicopatologiay videojuegos (2007)

(Anderson and Bushman, 2001).
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Learning, rehearsal, & B T
reinforcement of aggression-related Inputs | Person Situation l
/ knowledge structures \ Social
¢ ¢ * Encounter
Present Internal State: A

Aggressive || Aggressive || Aggressive Aggressive : Routes Affect
beliefs & || perceptunal || expectation || behavior gﬁ?ﬁ}gﬁ‘m e 7
attitudes schemata schemata scripts Cognf}ion ______ A!‘O:MS(I I

\ ¢ ‘// ¢ Thoughtful| |
Increase in Apraisal & < Action

;ﬁﬁ;ﬂ;‘t’y Outcomes | Decision
Processes Impulsive
/\ Action
cal variable e.g., Social situations Fig. 1. Single-episode General Aggression Model. Adapted from
c.g., Aggressive personality New peer group Anderson and Bushman (in press).

Fig. 8 (up). Singleepisode General Aggression Model.
General Aggression Model, as in Figure 1 Adepted from Anderson an Bushman (in press)

riy. ( \ICIL). IVIUIUPIT “TPIDUUCT OCiicial AYITooIuVII
Model of the longterm effects of videagame violence.

Fig. 2. Multiple-episode General Aggression Model of the long-term
8 peep sar € Adapted from Anderson an Bushman (in press)

effects of video-game violence. Adapted from Anderson and Bushman
(in press).

frey et —mmreny = — e —

Bartholow and colleagues, from the
University of MissoudriC ol umbi a, have found that #Apeopl e wh
diminished brain responses to images of-liéaliolence, such as gun attacks, but not to other
emotbnally disturbing pictures, such as those of dead animals, or sick children. And the

reduction in response is correlated with aggr
John Mur r aybecutedtBere are many factor that influencedlagionship between
viewing violence and aggr es fdsheen aiswehing diffecemt o . Ho

studies, arguing that violence in video games has a causal relationship with the real

violence.Daniel Jimenez is one of these detractorstenfresents some studi@s his article:

AEstudios Psicoldgicos: Los videojuegos no causan violenci@’rgafoconsolas, 2009)[o

clarify and reply the criticisms, th®merican Psychological AssociatioARA) Resolution on

Violence in Video Games ardteractive Media stated:
AThere was an increase in aggressive behavi
games. The Resolution did not state that there was a direct causal link to an
increase in teen violence as a result of playing video games, aathrrease in

‘Wil liams, D. & eStkoRanmnct,asM. Milonlteercne: A Test of Aggression in
ifiMedia Violence Research and Youth Violence Data: Why Do The
L. & Van Eeenwyk, J. -Lifetggession:R¥avmeesw aonfd tReealLi t erature. o Ol ympi
State Department of Health. 2002 / Egenfelddi el sen, S., et al . APl aying With Fire: F
the Player?0¢6 Commi ssioned by the Dani sh GouseonGhildemYoutand publ i
and Media. 2004 / Bal dar o-VioleBt.Videogames:&ShoriTefimAgygholegeadandd e and Non

Cardiovascul ar Effects on Habitual -2P08.y e20040 /St\Vaesstsa ga,n dB.HefaDc
GameVioence Show Aggression?0 Journal of the American Medical A

5 Psychological studies: Videogames don't cause real violence, avditapi&www.infoconsolas.com/secciones/videojuegos
sociedad/estudiegsicologicodos-videojuegosno-causarviolenciareal (consulted on 30/01/2012)
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